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David McKfttrick 

Ireland Correspondent ~ 

The Irish peace process re- 
ceived a sharp blow and a sig- 
nificant boost m quick 
succession yesterday, when an 
ominous IRA statement was fol- 
lowed by a sign of overwhelm- 
ing Protestant, approval for 
talks with Sinn Fein. 

Most wonyingly for the 
British and Irish governments, 
the IRA calmly announced that 
it “would have problems with" 
the Mitchell principles of com- 
mitment to non-violence and 
democracy, which. Sinn Fein 
formally acccpte&fflj-Tbesday. . 

The six principles pledge a 

commitment to4he^total disar- 
mament of all panumfitaiy or- 
ganisations, a renunciation of 
the use bf Forceand agreement 
to abide by the terms of any new 
agreement readied in the ne- 
gotiations. • 

The IRA statement, made in 
an interview in the publication 
Republican News appeared to 
provide strong evidence to back 
up Unionist: crwnplafcBs that- 
'Smn turn’s pledge was no mote 
than an empty fomiuk- Sinn 
Fein qujckfydeclared tJaUhe . 
party was “committed foi total- 
ly democratic and peaceful 
means in the search for peace” 
and that “Smn Fein is not the 
IRA and speaksTor itself. - 

But few across the political 
spectrum were prepared to ac- 
cept the proposition that Sinn 
Fan ana the IRA were com- 
pletely separate entities, and 
that one section of the repub- 
lican movement could proclaim 
its pacifism while the other 
specifically reserved the right to 
return to violence. 

The almost universal view in 
political and security circles is 


that Sinn FCin and the IRA are 
inextricably linked, with a com- 
mon political direction and sig- 
nificant dual membership. The 
statement may have been de- 
signed to reassure ERA hard- 
liners that Sinn Fein’s 
endorsement of the. Mitchell 
principles did not mean the ter- 
rorist organisation had formal- 
ly renounced violence forever. 

On one reading it was little 
more than a statement of the 
obvious, given that the organi- 
sation has made clear that its 
ceasefire, declared in mid-July, 
is complete but not perma- 
nent. But it can be taken as in- 
dicating a cavalier attitude to 
formal pledges. 

Its timing was seen as par- 
ticularly unhelpful to those 
within David Trimble's Ulster 
Unionists who are arguing that 
the party should go into the mul- 
ti-party talks when theyrecon- 
‘ vene in Belfast on Monday. 

A key meeting of the party ex- 
ecutive is to be held in Belfast 
tomorrow. Although it will not 
have dedsjoo-iinakxng powers 
on the ssue, it wifi have a sig- 
nificant. influence on _the$arty . 
leadership’s occasion. The ERA ’. 
rwmme«^dinss^as€ath^r.. 
ddibcratety^nxivocative or, at 
best, indtfferent totbc concerns 
of Unionists at a* sensitive 
■time. 

.... . But the party dcdson is also 
likely to be influenced by the 
hear*ensational findings of a 
new opinion poll, which appears 
to show that an Overwhelming 
majority erf Unionists favour en- 
try into talks. 

The poll, carried out by the 
Belfast Thlegmph, in associa- 
tion with the Rowntree Trust 
and others, found that no few : 
er than 93 per cent of Ulster 
Unionist Party supporters 


favoured staying in the ratify 
The surprise at the strength of 
feeling uncovered by the poll 
was compounded by the fact 
that three-quarters of support- 
ers of Reverend Ian Paisley 
felt that he too should stay in 
the talks. 

He has already walked out of 
-the proceedings, denouncing 
them as a dangerous sham. It is 
not clear whether the fact that 
86 per cent- of all Protestants 
want their representatives to be 
there wifi bring about a change 
of mind on Dr Paisley's part, but 
the figures wih certainly make it 
very difficult for Mr Trimble to 
nun his bade on the negotiations. 

In the meantime, however, a 
shower of condemnation de- 
scended on the republican 
movement m the tight of the 
comments of. the IRA.' 
spokesman, who said: “What 
they [Sinn FemJ do is a matter ~ 
for them. Their affirmation of 
these principles is quite com- 
patible with their position. 

“As to the IRAs attitude to. 
the Mitchell principles per se, 
well, the 'BRAwonlahaveprbb- 
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is “not •ar.pipticjjagt jp 
these tafia.” He wetit tin .to’ 
. reiterate the familiar position 
that decommiSsiomiJg of IRA 
weapons is not to be expected 
thisside of a political settlement 
A spokesman fin; the North- 
ern Ireland Office said the 
comments were worrying, 
adding that if republicans dis- 
honoured the Mitchell princi- 
ples “they wifi be out of the 
negotiations.” In Dublin, the 
Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, said 
the comments were a matter of 
major concern. 

Can the puzzle be solved? 

Essay page 16 
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Bnweheart: WHRam Wallace (played by ADen Gokfle) responding to Edward I, after the English king says T have 
done away with ah an outlaw 1 . In a 700th anniversary re-creation of the Battle of Stirflng Bridge on the day Scotland 
voted on Home Ride. "You have not,’ says Wallace, “you have made a nation’ Photograph: Brian Harris 


Scotland 
roars . . . 
rather 

quietly ’ 

Stephen Goodwin 


Scotland went to the polls yesterday not so 
much with a roar more a polite whimper. As 
preparations began for a re-enactment of the 
battle of Stirling Bridge. 700 years ago, when 
W illiam Wallace saw off the English, voting 
in the historic home rule referendum was, 
in parts, distinctly slow. 

The early turnout was reported to be “no- 
ticeably down” on wbat is* usual for a gen- 
eral election (71 per cent last May). Later, 
heavy rain fell across the central belt, much 
to satisfaction of “No" campaigners. A 
turnout much below the 63 per cent figure 
achieved in the abortive 1979 referendum 
would be regarded as a poor endorsement 
for Home Rule. 

A parliament for Scotland will have 
repercussions for Westminster, and its con- 
frontational style of politics, way beyond any- 
thing most MBs have yet contemplated, 
according to leaders of the coalition that has 
worked effectively for Home Rule. 

As voters went to the polls, the political 
parties were already looking ahead to the 
composition and character of the new as- 
sembly. 

Donald Dewar, the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, is being tipped as Scotland’s 
“prime minister” - the officially titled First 
Minister who wfi] head the devolved ad- 
ministration. 

Mr Dewar, 60, was typically reticent 
when asked yesterday whether he wanted the 
job, but close colleagues believe he would 
be an “excellent" choice- 

The repercussions of setting up a parlia- 
ment in Edinburgh wifi be considerable. At 
least a dozen Labour MPs with seats in Scot- 
land are believed to want to stand for the 
new body. Mr Dewar and Henry McLeish, 
the devolution minister, have both voiced an 
interest. 

Competition to get on Labour's panel is 
expected to be fierce. It is likely to be re- 
stricted to about 200 names and will be vet- 
ted by the party leadership in London to keep 
out die municipal time-servers of the cen- 
tral belt who have severely tarnished 
Labour's image in recent months. 

Several Liberal Democrat MPs are con- 
sidering a transfer, and all six Scottish Na-; 
tionalist MPs are certain to stand. 

Letters, page 15. 

Andrew Man; page 17 


Whitehall’s ‘Mini 


QUICKLY 


Memorial plans 

The Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, who is chairing the com- 
mittee planning a memorial for 
Diana, Princess of Wales, met 
her brother Earl Spencer to dis- 
cuss the project Plage 7 

China changes tack 

China is set to dose the book on 
economic dogma today by aban- 
doning state ownership of in- 
dustry as the sacred doctrine of 
government policy in a speech 
to the 15th Communist Party 
Congress in Peking. Pagell 


N3m Saogtgxta • 
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. If imitation is the j&hcerest 
form of flattery, thenluis is an- 

t lher famous vkt^s Ldfqr 
a hour's spin doctoraAfteH^ 
Jpcated complaints about the 
government InfonnatioaSer- 
tice from Tony Blair’s ministers, 
' Whitehall is to set up a media 
monitoring writ modelled on 
- the party’s slick PR operation. 

In a ground-breaking initia- 
r.j|rer press . officers seconded 
each Government de- 
i p&rtinen twill work in a.team to 
".4$toord, analyse, and, tf ncces- 
.ssty, rebut almost every item of 
, sews about Government poli- 
in the media. The indepen- 
£3fent-can reveal. .r_ 

The unit, already being called 

gfte “Ministry of Thith" Ity some 

HfcepticaldvS servants, will be op- 
fifecatkmal within a month. Mike 
^pranati, the head of the CBS, is 


officially in charge, but Alastair 
Campbell, the Prime Minister’s 
press secretary, is.takmg a keen 
interest. 

' Since coming to office, many 
ministers had teen relying on a 
daily bulletin prepared by the 
Labour Party's own monitoring 
unit at Millbank, near West- 
minster, charting daily presen- 
tation of policy in the media. 
There had been increasing un- 
ease among civil servants over 
the influence qf Mill bank. 

Four departmental press 
heads have gone from their 
posts since Labour came to 
power; and others arc said to be 
under threat This week it was. 
announced that Gill. Samuel; . 
head r»f information at the Min- 
istry of Defence, is being re- 
placed. Other changes have 
included Jill Rutter, a senior cto- 
il servant at the Treasury, who 
asked to return to policy duties, 


and the removal from his post 
of Andy Wood, director of in- 
formation at the Northern Ire- 
land Office. 

Last month, Mr Granatt told 
a meeting of departmental in- 
formation beads that drastic ac- 
tion was needed to counter 
minis tera* dgalhgareiment with as- 
. pecis of the GIS. The decision to 
go ahead with a pilot project was 
taken two weeks ago, at anoth- 
er meeting at the Home Office. 

.. It is estimated that around 20 
people would be needed to run 
the unit But it has not yet been 
decided where it is to be phys- 
ically situated. There are also 
ongoing discussions about the 
.funding, with some depart- . 
meats wanting the Treasury to- 
pick up the main part of the ML 

The unit wfli not be dealing 
directly .with the media. In- 
stead it is designed to be an in- 
ternal pool for information and 


' ideas for each Government de- 
partment. Those selected to be 
an it will be expected to not only 
record what the media are say- 
ing, but dissect hand present a ' 
critique. Any “ mistake” or 
“twisting 1 ' of the perceived facts 
by journalists will be immedi- 
ately rioted and passed on to ap- 
propriate departments. 

Ministers want to knowhow 
their statements or actions have 
been portrayed at the earliest op- 
portunity. Many of them, and 
their advisers from Millbank, 
were astonished to discover that 
some doty press officers do not 
have access to the first editions 
of the newspapers at night, 

. After one press conference, 
a senior ’minister called his 
Whitehall press team together 
to complain he had never been 
so badly prepared. A junior nrinr 
ister complained: “It was a- 
shock after dealing with the peo- 


ple at Millbank to come here. 
Quite frankly they have an aw- 
ful lot to learn from the Labour 
Party in this". 

A senior information officer 
said; “We are always willing to 
learn. The fact remains that the 
Labour Party ran a very slick 
and successful media campaign 
in the run-up to the election, 
and ministers were unhappy 
with what they found at many 
of their departments. 

“It is a fact that many minis- 
ters were relying on the brief- 
ing papers sent from the 
Mfilbank monitoring unit, and 
we bad to either adapt or see 
our role being eroded. So this 
came about There is some talk 
of a cull of the GIS by the new 
Government. But that is not the 
case. In some cases there sim- 
ply has not been the chemistry 
needed between ministers and 
senior officers.” 


Less smell, more profit, says British Gas 


, Carrie Ctement 

v labour Editor 

The pipeline company which 
v distributes gas around Britain is 
trying to change its smell. 

:• Unions argLKdyestcrday that 
tiie company was planning to 
make it smell less like gas be- 
ifctuse,’ if it succeeded, there 
alould be fewer reports of leaks 
ted it would need fewer «#• 
neers employed on call-outs. - 


Officials of Unison, the pub- 
lic service union, smelled a tat 
when the company alluded to 
tite scheme 'in a meeting this 
week to discuss 2^00 redun- 
dancies among the engineers. 

A document shown to the 
union said that the -artificial, 
smell added to the' odourless 

Noith Sea gas was to he reduced 

to the “minimum level to 
achieve customer awareness 
and recognition" 


delegates in Brighton that lives 
Would be put atriskif Thansco 
went ahead with the strategy. 
Mike Jeram, the union's head of 
energy, added: “When water 
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you are oeaa . 

Sue Slipman, director of the 
Gas Consumers’ Council, said 
she was worried about the pfian: 
“This clearly has implications 
for safety, standards and we 
shall be seeking an urgent meet- 
•“ ■'* TVnnscn.Fvenifitissd- 


TTipi 


had nothing to do with costs. 
The company was absolutely 
committed to safety. 

It cteducting a review of 
the malodorous chemical added 
to gas, but its. intention was to 
improve safety. The statement 
said that Thinsco was required 
by legislation to inject odorant 
• into, gas so that its characteris- 
tic smell can be identified any- 
wheremfbe'coimity.“ltomuch 
odorant will give rise to unnec- 
essary ras'eau oats so 
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Life sentence for 
schoolboy arsonist 

A schoolboy arsonist who started mote than 140 fires was ordered 
to be detained for life yesterday after doctors at a top-security 
hospital refused to admit him. 

. Darren Marti ew, 16, of Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, 
was told by Judge John Hopkin at Nottingham Crown Court: “I 
regard you as an extremely dangerous individual.’" He said he haH 
hoped to send the boy to Rampton for an indefinite period under 
the Mental Health Act. But Hampton officials wrote to the court 
saying: “Wc take the view that he is too young and immature to be 
admitted to a hospital of this type.” 

The judge said: “The only way to protect the public is to pass on 
you a sentence of detention for life. I recommend eight years.” He 
said he hoped the Home Secretary could move Marti ew to 
somewhere with suitable treatment for his disorder. 

Health staff ‘unhappy with their lot’ 

Nurses, midwives and physiotherapists will submit bids to the 
Government today for better pay. 

7b back their case they wflj present evidence from a survey of 
health professionals that widespread discontent at increasing 
workloads, stress and lack of career development is leading to 
shortages of physiotherapists, occupational therapists and 
radiographers. The survey found rhat 70 per cent of these health 
workers have considered leaving their current job with more than 
half looking for work outside the NHS. 

The evidence will be presented to the Pay Review Body on 
behalf of Professions Allied to Medicine (PAM) which include art 
therapists, physiotherapists, dieti tians, chiropodists «nri 
occupational therapists. Joce Prudence, secretary for PAM staff, 
said: “The survey provides yet more evidence of a crisis in the NHS 
... The NHS is going to have to be a better employer if the crisis is 
to be solved. " 

New inquiry into secret Irish payouts 

The Dail last night approved a new investigation into payments to 
Irish politicians and the sources of £38m in secret offshore 
accounts traced through a Dublin bank, from which payments were 
made to former taoiseach Charles Haughey. 

The deputy prime minister Mary Harney has ordered 
investigations of Celtic Helicopters, a firm owned by Mr Haughe/s 
son Ciaran, and former transport minister Michael Lowry's 
refrigeration supply firm. Streamline. Both were named in the 
recent McCracken inquiry into gifts to politicians. Alan Murdoch 

Academy silent over Hindley show 


^ The Royal Academy of Arts 

liv.-: ■' whether it will include in its 

exhibition a portrait of the 
Moors murderer Myra Hindley 
VHP made from children’s 

_ ; The exhibition opens on 

;> : J Tuesday and there has been 
. ^ y v, widespread condemnation of 

v the RA’s decision to show the 

- painting (left). Other exhibits 

feature rune pints of blood and 
dismembered limbs. 

The painter Peter Coker and 
—Tlii ~~ ~ fellow academicians have called 

for the resignation of the Academy’s president. Sir Philip Dawson, 
and other senior figures for sanctioning a show that relied on 
“shock tactics". An RA spokeswoman said yesterday. “We whl noi 
be making any statement until the opening of the exhibition. 

Things can change at the last minute." 

Crime squad chief appointed 

Regional police chief Roy Penrose has been appointed as the first 
head of the newly established National Crime Squad, it W3s 
announced yesterday 

Mr Penrose 55, currently co-ordinator of regional crime squads in 
England and Wales, is to become director-general of the national 
unit which has been set to help investigate serious crimes 
throughout the country. The squad will begin work next April and 
will assist police forces, customs and M15. In a second appointment, 
John Hamilton, 53, the Chief Constable of Fife, will be the new 
director-general of the National Criminal Intelligence Service, the 
organisation which collections and analyses information. Next April, 
NCIS will break away from the Home Office and become an 
independent agency to work alongside the new crime squad. 

Roadside strip show on the way 

The advertising guru who raised temperatures with the Wonderbra 
ads is hoping to raise them a little further with bis latest innovation 

- a 20-foot high billboard model who actually strips. 

The advertisement, devised by Trevor Beattie for Pretty Polly 
tights, uses motorised billboards to show a model first in a little 
black dress, then stripped to ber tights. The striptease will take 
place every few seconds on seven roadside sites around the 
country, and the AA today issued a reminder to male motorists to 
keep their eyes on the road. 
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Angela Eagle: Her constituency has pledged to stand byiier Photograph: Andrew Buurmarr 




Lesbian MP who came out 


I esbian, gay and bisexual MPswere last njghtuged 

I to follow the lead given by Angela Eagle in yes- 

Bwrtrrdays Independent putting an aid to the cto» 
et secrecy surrounding their sexuality. . 

Peter Tate hell of OutRage, the gay rights group, said 
the junior Environment Minister’sdecislon was "brave, 
positive and commendable." But he told 77w Inde- 
pendent "Let us hope that other MPs mil now be em- 
boldened to foHow suit There must be about 80 lesbian, 
gay or bisexual MPs. There are some who hap quite 
senior portions in an three man parties. Being secretive 
about their sexuality only adds to the idea thirt there 
is something sordid about being gay.” 

Mr Tateheil explained that he was basing his esti- 
mate of parliamentary numbers on research showing 
tha t about J O per rant of the population ware lesbian, 
gay t^'otsdkuaf^ Sifter than altS^^nbfertowtedge 
of the newly-elected Commons: - 
He said that foo&e who announced their sekuaTity 

ra m ovbcL&* 

Theme who kept it secret also recognised the increased 
stress induced by leading a double life. 


Chris Smith, Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport, had shown that no harm was done to po- 
litical careers. But Mr Thteheflaiggested that MPs who 
feared being Individually tormented by tabloid news- 
papers should group together and sign a Commons 
motion of support for homosexual equality - as gay 
MPs. 

Ina statement about her future yesterday, Ms Ea- 
gle said: ‘Although a new aspect of my life has been 
made more widely known, I have not changed. I 
should like to reassure my constituents that I shall 
be working as hard on their behalf as I have always 
done.” . 

■ Merseyside’s evening newspaper tire Liverpool Echo, 
last night reported strong support for toe MFs 
st ance. 

CpOhcfllor Don Pr&^SfljBPnari of her' constituen- 
cy peqty, s§ud: "I would not see why toe constituency 
would took Unfavourably oh her because she has made -' 

^^f^taTOtoaTirany of them already knew and af- 
ter all we are in 1997 not 1897.” 

Anthony Bevins 


The billionaire’s ex-wife who couldn’t 
even find her kitchen and make toast 


Believe Jocelyn Wikienstein when 
she says she is no good in toe 
kitchen. So cosseted has been her 
existence as wife of art dealer Alec 
Wilden stein, right, that she has 
never even had worry where ex- 
actly in their Manhattan town- 
house, the kitchen actually is, let 
alone do something as compli- 
cated as make toast 
Trouble is toe Wilden steins are 
in toe midsts of a divorce of toe 
messiest land, and this week Jo- 
celyn was in court in New York 
pleading for help. Her husband 


and his father, Daniel Wilden- 
stein, had apparently not just 
turned off her allowance but also 
told the staff at the townhouse to 
down tools. 

A lawyer for 52-year-old Mrs 
Wildenstein argued that without 
help his client was helpless. 

“It may be a luxurious town- 
house, but to her it’s a prison. She 
doesnt even have keys to toe cup- 
boards," said Bernard Clair. "She 
no longer has her staff; she 
doesn’t even have access to toe 
kitchen". 



HEALTH 

Rural youth found to be 
ignorant about drugs 

Young people in rural areas arc living in ignora nce a lxmt drugs 
because they are too embarrassed to ask .for information, a report 
published yesterday claims. Many young people feel they an: 
fmahit* to access the drugs information available in their small 
rr>mrniifiitfew because fficy Would be exposed and stigmatised, 
^according the Home Office Police Research Group. 

' Police, parents, teachers and teenagers must work together to 
prevent drug abuse in the countryside, the report’s authors daim. 


parents, teachers and young people in the rural Yorkshire area 
around the small town of Driffield, 20 miles from Hull. Its findings 
to the current national debate on drugs. 

Young peopfcin the area said it was impossible to seek 
co nfidentia l Information about drugs in the area, and many saiu - 
they w ere scared that they would be viewed as addicts simply by 
. afhqpe . Although the report conceded that there was less 

•"’oFa drags problem in rural areas than in towns, the authors argued 
that the issue did need to be tackled. 


LEISURE 

Virtual pets pose real health risk 

Adding to the debate over electronic pets, a Chinese expert soys 
they make children lonely. Playing with computer pets can create 
obstacles to developing normal social connections, Sun Yonxiao of 
the Chinese Youth Research Center told the official Xinhua News 
Agency. 

Chinese schools banned electronic pets last month alter 
teachers said they were too distract in g. The egg-size toys require 
owners to press buttons periodically to feed and care for the pets, 
which indnde dogs, cats, dinosaurs and other creatures.Chinese 
schools banned electronic pets last mouth after teachers said they 
were too distracting. The eg*-size toys require owners to press 
buttons periodically to feed and care for the pets, which include 
dogs, cats, dinosaurs and other creatures. 

“Children who are obsessed with the pets usually care less 
about others and are more likely to get angry over minor conflicts 
and look for ways to get revenge,'' Mr Son was paraphrased as 
saying. 


TRANSPORT 

Payback time for the motorist 

Drivers of electric cars may be able to recover some of their 
running costs by selling surplus battery power back into the 
national grid when the vehicles are parked. 

A report in this week's New Scientist suggests that if a substantial 
proportion of the United States' 146 million cars were powered by 
electricity, they could, in theory at least, provide the American 
national grid with 16 times its capacity. Electric cars could charge 
during the night, when electricity is plentiful, and then be plugged 
into the grid when parked in the day. helping the generating 
companies cover so-called “spikes” ’in demand. 

The cars could be programmed to retain enough power to gel 
their owners back home, and foci cell or turbine-electric vehicles, 
which make their own electricity, 
could generate a healthy income 
for their owners. 

Wfilct Kempton, of the 
University of Delaware, says that 
his study, originally published in 
Transportation Research , shows that 
electric vehicles oould replace 
dozens of conventional power 
stations. 

A prototype system, which 
allows drivers to feedback power 
into the grid, has already been 
developed by Whvedriver, a British 
company based in Hertfordshire. 

Michael Hanlon 


CRIME 

Owners the key to cutting thefts 

As many as 20 per cent of drivers leave their keys in the ignition 
when paying for petrol - making themselves easy targets for 
forecourt thieves, says a report yesterday. 

Some were away from their cars for more than five minutes, 
revealed car security company Toad Innovations. 

It carried out spot checks on more than 2,000 cars at petrol 
stations throughout England. 

The problem was getting worse, said the survey - estimates last 
year revealed that only 10 per cent were leaving keys in the 
ignition. 

The company revealed that there are more than 20,000 thefts of 
cars form petrol stations every year as a direct result of drivers' 
forgetfulness. 


Millions weep as Kremlin’s crooner quits his own way 
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He said he was quitting because he 
didn't want to become a bore, but 
Iosif Kbbzon, the Frank Sinatra of 
Russia, was anything but that 
Few would dispute that the career 
of toe Kremlin's favourite crooner 
had its intriguing ly murky moments. 
Last night the celebrated baritone 
finally retired, ending a 40-year ca- 
reer in which he became the former 
Soviet Union's richest singer, and 
one of the more controversial figures 
in show business. Tens of mBIrons 


of Russians were yesterday ex- 
pected to tune into his final televised 
concert, held on his 60th birthday. 

Boris Yeltsin marked the occasion 
by awarding him a medal for “service 
to Russia". The President, like most 
of his countrymen, was evidently un- 
perturbed by the whiff of scandal that 
has surrounded Mr Kobzon, notably 
allegations that he has dose ties with 
organised crime. Last year; suspicions 
sunomding the singer's erffstage ac- 
tivities found th«r way into the head- 


fines when the US embassy abrupt- 
ly revoked hs American visa after the 
FBI concluded that he had links to the 
Russian Mob in toe US. 

None of this, however, has cor- 
roded Mr Kobzon’ s enormous pop- 
ularity among Russians, who 
continued to flock err masse to his 
concerts to listen to a repertoro that 
over toe years, encompassed So- 
viet patriotic songs, folk songs and 
syrupy romances. 

Phil Reeves 
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Lessons of the past; Soutra Hospital, where the extent of the Augustinians’ expertise was revealed. Cadfael, played by Derek Jacobi (below) is portrayed as a herbalist 


Prozac, opium and 
myrrh: the ancient 
arts of anaesthesia 
are unlocked 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


A medieval hospital that strad- 
dled the main highway between 
England and Scotland has yield- 
ed the secrets of its extensive 
pharmacopoeia showing that 
centuries-old treatments off- 
ered to the casualties of wm- be- 
tween the two countries have 
never been bettered by modern 
medicine. • 

More -than 200 herbs and , 
spices wens used in axahina- 
tkms to provide emiy painkillers 
and ahaesthjflties, antiseptics 
and anti-depressants for the 
retnjadng &iglish armies - in . 
some cases hundreds of years 
before their first previously 
recorded use. - " 

Though the discovery has 
surprised historians, rt wfll be 
greeted with quiet satisfaction 
by addicts of Ellis Peters’ Broth- 
er Cadfael books - whodunnits 
about a medieval monk who 
potters in his herb garden, con- . 
cocting remedies. 

Detailed examination of the 
“medical waste” - mainly blood 
and human remains- retrieved 
from the drains of Soutra Hos- 
pital near Edinburgh, show that 
the Augustinian brethren who 
ran it for 500 years, from the 
12th to the 17th centuries, were 
sophisticated physicians able 
to offer everything from major 
surgery to deeping draughts for 
insomniacs. 

Battle-scarred soldiers facing 
amputation were anaesthetised 
with a cocktail of blade henbane, 


opium and hemlock - several 
hundred years before the age of 
anaesthetics is understood to 
have begun with the discovery 
of ether and chloroform in the 
1830s. Pregnant women were 
given ergot and juniper berries 
to induce labour long before 
natural childbirth was thought 
o£, and patients afflicted with 
melancholia' were offered St 
John’s wort still in use and 
known as “nature’s Prozac”. 

Records held in archives at 



Natural dr ug St John’s Wort, 
used to treat depression 

Edinburgh’s National Museum 
shew that the hospital, one of the 
largest in Europe in the Middle 

Ages, was taken over on at least 

80 occasions by English armies. 
Dr Brian Moffat, the archaeol- 
ogist who has led the investiga- 
tion, said that some English 
kings returned again and agiia. 
“It was usually the ones with 
blood on their hands -Edward 
I, n and m. One can only as- 
sume the facilities were up to 


their standards. They didn’t like 
to rough it, you know.” 

Dr Moffat, who describes 
himself as a professional muck- 
raker, has been analysing the 
contents of the bospilaTs drains 
. for more than a decade I 
for chies to the remedies 
treatments used. Grisly evi- 
dence of amputations comes 
from the “surgical offeuts” that 
Litter the site and mixtures of 
seedsindicate the drug cocktails 
that were given. “Discarded 
: seeds are the mirror image of 
a recipe. If you can get hold of 
tile seeds you. can gpt inside the 
mind of the medieval physi- 
cian,” said Dr Moffat 

Opium wasmixed with lard to 
provide an analgesic salve for 
wounds. Theadditkm of myrrh, 
a highly efficient bactericide, 
and honey gave it antiseptic as 
weflaspainkilli^ 
use of myrrh, which came only 
from south-west Arabia, sug- 
gested the hospital was rich and 
well-connected. 

Infestations of lice and sca- 
bies, frequent among the mal- 
nourished, were treated with 
arsenic preparations which were 
still in use in the Royal Edin- 
burgh hospital in the 1960s. 
Worm infestations were treated 
with torments, a herb similar to 
the more common sflyerweed. 
Tincture of tormentiLis stfll 
available from chemists as a 
treatment for worms and as an 
at for rfianboea. 
it this means is that in 
800yeais, that treatment has not 
been improved on. The reason 



Video 
clue to 

cot death 
mystery 


Ttai ComweH 

Los Angeles 


Research findings by a contro- 
versial British doctor who 
dahns to have used hidden 
cameras to film mothers trying 
to strangle or choke their babies 
are lobe published man Amer- 
ican mecocal journal. 

Paediatrician Dr David 
Southall became a deeply con- 
troversial figure when it 
emerged that he had arranged 
the secret taping of parents af- 
ter their children were hospi- 
talised because they were 
thought to be at riric of cm death 
- also known as Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome (Sids). 

But FhBatrics , the journal of 
the American Academy of Pe- 
diatricians, will publish his work 
as the leading article in its 
November issue along with a 
“laudatory” commentary from 
one of America’s best- known 
experts on child abuse. 

The journal's editor. Dr 
Jerold Lucey, said Dr Southall 
had been pilloried in some 
quarters in Britain for approv- 
ing the secret filming of fami- 
lies where he suspected that 
abuse, not medical illness, ex- 
plained col death. But attitudes 
were very different cm the oth- 
er ride of the Atlantic, and the 
article was an attempt to vin- 
dicate Dr Southall’s work, much 
of it at the North Staffordshire 
Infirmary in Stoke-on-Trent. 

“The British attitude seems 
to be that it wasn't cricket,” Dr 
Lucey said. “We happen to 
think he’s a hero.” He said the 
journal would seek permission 
to take the videotapes and 
make- them available on the 
Internet as a teaching tool, 
with faces blocked out 

Most pediatricians cannot 
bring themselves to believe that 
a mother could murder her 


own child, but Dr Southall's 
work was “proof positive" in pic- 
tures. Dr Southall has become 
a major figure in a debate that 
has raged on both sides of the 
Atlantic for 25 years oyer the 
medical diagnosis of Sids and 
how often ills a cover for Child 
abuse or infanticide - particu- 
larly where a previous death of 
a child in a family is blamed on 
cot death. 

In ^71. Pediatrics published 
an article that examined two 
deaths from Sids in a New 
York family, and suggested that 
it could run in families. It 
helped to create an entire in- 
dustry devoted to diagnosing 
and testing for Sids. But two 
decades later the mother in the 
case. Vfancta Hoyt, confessed to 
killing five of her children. 

Dr Southall, armed with 
studies of thousands erf children, 
led those who challenged the 
notion that Sids ran in families 
and set out to prove that it was 
impossible to identify babies 
that were going to die. His 
work is described in a new 
book. 77ie Killing of Innocents. 
published in the US by Bantam. 

Dr Lucey refused to supply 
a copy of the journal, saying it 
was embargoed for publication 
in November, and Dr Southall 
did not return phone calls yes- 
terday. But his work will re- 
portedly be printed alongside 
new US research showing that 
of 155 cases of “near miss” Sids 
cases at a hospital in Massa- 
chusetts over 20 yeans, In which 
children have reportedly 
stopped breathing and been 
revived, one-third bad suspi- 
cious circumstances. 

The article brings together 
research that started in the 
1980s and reportedly involved 
the filming of hundreds of par- 
ents hospitalised with their 
infant children. 


you may not have heard of it is 
that , drug companies, cannot 
make s profit out of something 
that grows on every Scottish hffl- 
topT’ Dr Moffat said. 

The findings have stirred de- 
bate in medical circles over 
whether the medical history 
books will have to be rewritten. 
Professor Adam Smith <rf the 
Royal CbDege of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh told BBC Radio 4’s 
Today that Dr Moffat had pro- 
vided a new picture erf medieval 
anaesthetics. “We had always 
thought the simplest anaesthet- 
ic was to give an overdose of al- 
cohol and Tender the patient 
senseless,” the professor said. 

Dr Moffat said; “Our re- 
search provides proof positive 
of die use of anaesthetics 500 
years before [medical circles] 
recognise it” 


.while tomorrow’s surgeons 
will rely on virtual reality 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


British surgeons will lead the 
world by using virtual reality 
(VR) systems to repair dam- 
aged arteries, a technique that 
could be available to thousands 
of people within two years. 

- The new operation is poten- 
tially less hazardous than the 
standard operation, and VR 
could also help doctors score 
themselves for accuracy and 
speed in performing surgmy. the 
British Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science in Leeds 
heard yesterday. . 

Professor Peter Bell of the 
University of Leicester revealed 
that within eight months be 

hopes the first test will go ahead 


at Leicester ^ 
with a human volunteer. It will 
use keyhole surgery with VR 
techniques to repair a weakened 

section of the aorta’s walk 

The aorta is the main blood 
vessel leading from the heart, 
and a weakness -or aneurysm 

- can be fatal if it bursts. Rough- 
ly 10,000 people are reckoned 
to -die every year from 
aneurysms. 

Surgeons can already repair 
aortic aneurysms using keyhole 
surgery, in which a probe is in- 
serted into the femoral artery, 
in the groin, and pushed up to- 
wards the . heart.- At the 
aneurysm site, a rube of metal 

- known as a “stent” - is left to 
support the aorta’s wall and re- 
duce the stress on it- - 


But the process is difficult and 
risky. The aorta has a web of 
branches, and inserting the 
probe into the wrong branch 
could be deadly. Thus, it has to 
be tracked using X-rays 
throughout the operation. 

“The surgeons and theatre 
staff have to wear lead-lined 
clothes, and a lot of people are 
getting exposed to radiation 
over a long period,” said Pro- 
fessor Beu. “It isn’t good.” 
Roughly 3,000 aortic repairs are 
carried out every year in Britain. 

The new VR systems, being 
developed together with Uni- 
versity College London, would 
take results from- a comput- 
erised tomography (CT) scan to 
build up a picture of the path 
of the aorta within the body, and 


of the location of the aneurysm. 

The results of the scan are 
then fed into a computer, which 
produces a “virtual patient" 
which the surgeon views while 
operating via 3-D goggles or on 
a TV monitor. 

The tip of the probe carrying 
the stent is fined with induction 
coils, which give out a magnet- 
ic field so that it can be tracked 
up the aorta. By combining 
this data with the CT scans, the 
computer can show the surgeon 
precisely where the stent is. 

The operation is ideal for this 
sort ^“ny-by-wire’’ surgery, said 
Professor Bell, because the pa- 
tient does not move, and the 
aorta does not move, unlike 
organs such as the heart or 
boweL 


Mars mission 



Amanda Kefly 


Global Surveyor, the spacecraft 
which is set lb revolutionise pur 
knowledge of Mars, was last 
night ready for the en tod -rock- 
et firings that will guide it utio 

'"aiming soon after, the 

will perform the mast compre- 
hensive photographicrorvey of 
another planet ever underaf' 
" en, and provide scientists w ith 
better maps; 

-planetary neighbour than ex- 


isted of Earth itself; until re- 
cently. . .. 

In the eariy hours of this 
morning, ground control was 
due to attempt a risky 22- 
" minute engine fnmr to slow 
the spacecraft to about 
9.0G0mpb and place it into an 
elliptical orbit. 


wiDuseai — . 

called aerobraking, m vmica 1 
vessel dives into the. upper 
• reaches of the Martian atmos- 
phere to lose speed and height. 


The craft, which is about the 
size of a large garden shed and 
weighs about one ton, will not 

land on Mars. Instead it wi3 po- 
sition itself in a low orbit, tak- 
ing bigh-resotationp^ 
which will show objects as small 
as 15 metres across. 

These pictures will be sharp 
enough to help scientists con- 
duct detailed geological studies 
without needingtq set foot on 
the planet. It wfl, in- particu- 
lar, help to identify the likeliest 
rites where fife might have tafc- 
«u hold, including areas where 


there was once water, such as 
lake shores and mineral re- 
mains of ancient hot springs. ’ 

The mission is the fiisi in the 
second wave of .a decade-long 
invasion of the red planet 
byNasa, which will launch a 
probe to Mars every 26 months 
into the next decade. . 

Some will land, and bigger, 
better rovers are planned that 
will roam the surface for kilo- 
metres, collecting rock sam- 
ples and even sending, them 
home to earth as the search for 
extraterrestrial life intensifies. 
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Doctors 

give 

measles 

vaccine 

all-clear 


Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 

There is no evidence ihai 
measles vaccination increases 
the risk of bowel disease, and 
fears about the safety of the in- 
jections may have been over- 
plaved. scientists say. 

.Alarm about measles vacci- 
nation has crown in recent 
years because of concern that 
it may lead to ulcerative colitis 
and Crohn's disease - both in- 
flammatory diseases of the bow- 
el - in later life. A 1995 study, 
published in the Lancet, by 
doctors from the Royal Free 
Hospital in London, suggested 
there could be a link, w hich led 
to some parents refusing the 
vaccine for their children. 

In a new study, published in 
tomorrow's Lancet. Dr Mark 
Feeney and colleagues at Poole 
Hospital. Dorset, studied 140 
patients with inflammatory 
bowel diseases bom since 1968 
and found they were no more 
likely to have had measles vac- 
cination than 280 healthy pa- 
tients matched fur age and sex. 

A separate analysis of pa- 
tients with Crohn's disease or ul- 
cerative colitis again revealed no 
significant difference in measles 
vaccination rates. 

“Our results show no evi- 
dence of a link between live at- 
tenuated measles vaccination in 
early childhood and the subse- 
quent risk of developing either 
(disease). " the authors write. 

Experts say the risks of the 
measles vaccine are outweighed 
by the risks of the disease it pre- 
vents. which can cause brain 
damage and death. 
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Carey attacks 
social ills of 
joblessness 


The Archbishop of Canterbuiy 
delivered a hard-hitting speech 
on the social ills of unemploy- 
ment yesterday. Speaking at a 
conference on joblessness in 
London, Dr George Carey said 
church leaders hud “a right 
and duty” to speak out on such 
problems as the “spiritual 
exclusion” of unemployment. 

He explicitly praised the 
Labour government's inquiry 
into Britain’s underclass, but 
warned the new administra- 
tion against slavishly following 
economic dogma. 

Dr Carey also spoke of the 
“excesses of one-eyed mone- 
tarism in the 1980s” to an 
audience that included the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown. 

It came just two days after he 
became the first Archbishop of 
Canterbuiy to address the TTJC 
conference in Brighton, where 
he said employers had a “moral 
responsibility" to recognise 
unions. 

“We all need to be needed,” 
he said. “Dignified work is 
about participating in the com- 
mon life, about making a use- 
ful contribution to our fellow 


citizens, about being part of a 
community of work, even about 
fulfilling a pan of our human- 
ity. That is why. as Archbishop 
William Temple pointed ouL the 
worst suffering of unemploy- 
ment lies not in its material de- 
privation but in the spiritual 
deprivation of exclusion from 
contributing to the common 
life of society." 

Yesterday Dr Carey official- 
ly received an ecumenical report 
into unemployment commis- 
sioned by the Council of 
Churches for Britain and Ire- 
land and published during the 
general election campaign. 

“The churches have a right to 
speak out about it. both because 
oar beliefs about the nature of 
humanity and because we are 
present in every part of this land 
including those from which 
most other institutions have 
departed," he said. 

Dr Carey was “delighted" 
with the Cabinet Office's new 
inquiry into social exclusion. “It 
is courageous and right delib- 
erately to raise expectations in 
this way and make it a touch- 
stone for the long-term success 


of government policies.” lie 
said, adding: "First, no doubt 
there will be some who will greet 
this as 'once again the Church 
is gelling embroiled in polities'. 

“If by that they mean taking 
our place in the affairs of life, 
earing for people and seeking 
to ensure that others have the 
rights and privileges they 
deserve as children of God. then 
we plead guilty. If they mean 
that we are dabbling in parly- 
politics, they are wrong be- 
cause whai this inquiiy Ls about 
transcends us all and calls all 
people, regardless of political 
and religious affiliation, to tack- 
le the curse of unemployment.” 

Later, the Tory MP Ann Wid- 
deeonibe accused the Arch- 
bishop of “proselytising for the 
socialists". Miss Widdccombe. 
who convened from the Angli- 
can Church to Roman Catholi- 
cism. told PA News that Dr 
Carey seemed "wholly unaware 
that the Tories’ unemployment 
record was the envy of the rest 
of Europe, and particularly in 
the field of youth unemploy- 
ment It is significant that he nev- 
er gave any credit for this". 


GP induced ‘easy 
death of patients 


A country doctor has admitted 
inducing the “easy death” of two 
of his patients. Dr Nick Mau- 
rice, 54, whose family has treat- 
ed people for generations in the 
market town of Marlborough, 
Wiltshire, said that doctors 
practise euthanasia all the time 
and should be proud of it. 

His comments drew support 
from the writer and broadcast- 
er Sir Ludovic Kennedy, the 
president of the Voluntary Eu- 
thanasia Society, who lives at 
nearby Avebury. He praised the 
doctor's actions as “admirable". 

Wiltshire police said they 
are aware of the doctor's ad- 
missions - given in a newslet- 
ter to his patients — and were 
"looking at the circumstances”. 

Dr Maurice, who works in the 
town's only GP practice - the 
Marlborough Surgery with 
about 12,000 patients - denies 
any suggestion that he is simply 
“killing" his patients. 

He declares in his newsleuer. 


“We doctors are practising eu- 
thanasia all the time and should 
be proud of it. In the past three 
months I have induced a quiet 
and easy death for two of my pa- 
tients for which the relatives 
were grateful. That is not to say 
f have killed two patients. It is 
simply to say that I have given 
sufficient quantities of mor- 
phine to ensure that the phys- 
ical and mental suffering of the 
patient, and ihe relative also, has 
been kept to a minimum." 

The doctor does not name 
the patients. He defines eu- 
thanasia as allowing people to 
die “peacefully and quiellv". 

He says: “J simply offer the 
best possible comfort and care 
using drugs available to me." 

His surgery patients arc in- 
cited to fill in Advance Dircc- 
lives — sometimes called “living 
wills" - staling how they wished 
to be treated in the event of a 
terminal illness. 

It was interest in these Ad- 


vance Directives from pulicn 
which brought about the do 
tor's article, according to pr:i 
rice manager Michael Rcynnlc 

He said: "Dr Maurice wro 
the article because of inlere 
being shown by his patients i 
these Advance Directives. \' 
decided it would lie liesl locla 
il> what the practice diies i 
such circumstances." 

Dr Maurice is against lega 
isation of the induction of a p 
tienfs death. He maintains:' 
have grave concern how an ii 
duccd death would be hat 
died. I can envisage a pniioi 
being surrounded" by lawyer 
doctors and even policemen 
and that is the last scenario 
dying person needs.” 

Sir Luduvic gives lussuppo 

for the doctor m a letter to Hi 
!• i/fr/i/rv Inizcttc unJNcruM- H 
praises the doctor's actions t 
“admirable for the coinpassio 
shown in bringing his patient 
suffering to an end”. 
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Why Gareth 
Southgate 
should never 
have taken 
that penalty 

Nicholas Schoon 

Gareth Southgate should never 
have been allowed to mire the 
missed penalty that knocked 
England out of the European 
Championship last year. 

A psychological profile of 
the player, unveiled at the 
British Association yesterday by 
Dr George Sik, a psychologist, 
describes a team pla^r who will 
volunteer for any thing but who 
is temperamentally unsuited to 
taking penalties. 

Dr Sik said be was not al- 
lowed to name the player, who 
filled in a questionnaire as part 
of a research study. But he left 
no doubt that it could only 
have been Southgate. 

Asked directly if he was re- 
ferring to Southgate he said: 
“There have been three or four 
players who have missed penal- 
ties in major tournaments re- 
cently. It was one of those. In 
fact it was probably the first one 
you would think of.” 

He confirmed that the play- 
er bad volunteered to take the 
penally and that ft was a last- 
minute decision. 

Dr Sik, from management 
consultants Saville and 
Holdsworth, believes football 
teams could benefit from 
business techniques such as 
psychological profiling. He has 
built up profiles of 60 players 
concentrating on three elute,. 
Crystal Palace, Sheffield United 
and Celtic, and interviewed 
several managers. 

Clubs are making increasing 
use of psychologists and psy- 
chiatrists. The Rangers and 
England player Paul Gascoigne 
sought counselling following 
reports that be had beaten his 
wife, and more recently his 
international colleague Ion 
Wright pledged to have coun- 
selling for his suiphrs aggression. 

But Dr Sik, who has written 
two books about football and 
the mind, said that dubs often 
enlist such help too late, when 
a dub is ra the relegation zone 
or dose to a crucial cup tie. And a 
they often face Suspicion and re- - 
sentment from coaches who 
feel undermined. 

He advocates profiling of 


out in psychology game 





What a choker: Gareth Southgate’s penalty miss in last year’s Euro96 semi-final against Germany may have been avoided by using psychological profiles of players which can identity the right mental 
characteristics needed for such situations. His England colleagues Paul Gascoigne (top left) and Ian Wright, have both sought counselling for their problems Photographs: fWAIIsport/The Minor 


every player when they join 
the dub. His 60 subjects had to 
answer a standard psychomet- 
ric questionnaire of the kind 
used by firms for prospective 
and rising employees. 

Players answered about 230 
questions concerning feow ifcty 
fek about themselves and oth- 
ers, their attitudes, values and 
how they would deal with a 


range of situations. “We found 
the players covered the whole 
spectrum of personalities. 
There was nothing to distinguish 
them frpm the other people we 
profile, apaff from being slight- 
ly more competitive.” 

3 » Hesuggestspdayere chosen to 
take penalties should never be 
of a pessimistic cast of mind. 
Nor should they be the type who 


would volunteer to take tbe shot 
out of a sense of duty. 

“Treating everyone in a team 
in exactly the same way, the old 
‘get your heads down and get 
stuck id’ school of manage- 
ment Associated with sergeant 
majors; is unfikely to get good 
results ma group comprised of 
differing individuals all moti- 
vated by different tilings. 


"Increasingly, the most suc- 
cessful coaches and managers 
emerge as those who appreci- 
ate individual differences and 
treat different, team members in 
slightly different ways, aware of 
when thqy can afford to be more 
aggressive, when to throw an 
aim around an under-confi- 
dent player and .so on." 

He said legendary football 


managers such as Jock Stein, 
who led Celtic in the 1960s, and 
Alex Ferguson of Manchester 
United, were instinctive psy- 
chologists with a superb under- 
standing of motivation. 

Stein buflt up files on his play- 
ers. their foibles and fears, by 
talking and drinking with 
friends and family members. His 
diminutive winger Jimmy John- 


stone loathed flying, and Stein 
assured him before an impor- 
tant match that he would not 
have to fly to the second leg 
overseas. “It worked - John- 
stone got a flurry of goals." 

Dr Sik said that with clubs 
spending increasingly gargan- 
tuan sums to buy players, it was 
worth assessing the footballer's 
long-term motivation. And hav- 


ing done so, i! made no sense 
not to do everything the dub 
could to ensure the stars were 
as highly motivated as possible. 

He believes older players 
have different motivations to 
younger ones and are more 
supportive and team-spirited. 
They can make a contribution 
to the motivation of other play- 
ers, even when injured. 



Nicholas Schoon 


1 


,1 Tyrannosaurus rex was a “shake 
feeder” which ripped its prey 
apart by holding victims in its 
huge jaws and rapidly swinging 
ils skull from side to side, or up 
and down, a scientist told the 
British Association’s Annual 
Festival Of Science "yesterday. 

This shaking either ripped 
huge mouthfuls of flesh off the 
skeleton or was used to dis- 
member the body, snapping 
bones and tearing off limbs, said 
Dr Pheagarlen Liogh am -So- 
liar of the Russian Academy of 
Scientists. It isa method of feed- 
ing used today by sharks, croc- 
odiles and killer whales. 

However, Dr Ungham-Soliar 
He has no solid proof; like so 
much dinosaur lore, hysteria 
mounts to intelligent specula- 
tion. 

Its starling points are that the 
huge, bipedal carnivore which 
became extinct 67 million years 
ago hod tiny forelirobs and an 
enormous skull and teeth. 
These minuscule arms were 
too puny to grasp struggling 
prey while the skull was so big 
in order to provide attachment 



Jaws: Tyrannousaurus rex ripped Its prey apart 


areas for massive neck muscles 
used in the vigorous shaking. 
Rows of teeth the size of carv- 
ing knifes would rip through 
flesh and sinew as the prey was 
swung violently around. 

Dr Ungham-Soliar, editor 
of a Moscow based palaeon- 
tology journal and a specialist 
in functional anatomy, said 
Steven Spielberg got much of 
his dinosaur details right in 
Jurassic Pork (he has yet to see 
this summer’s sequel). 


In the film,!' rex is seen shak- 
ing smaller dinosaurs to death 
- as well as a lawyer. 

So why did the seven-ton di- 
nosaur, which stood 15ft tall, 
have such tiny forelimbs? The 
scientist believes it was because 
T. rex's ancestors had less and 
less use for them, so evolution 
reduced their size. 

. Perhaps they were used to 
help get it up on to its hind legs 
after tying down. 

Dr Ungham-Soliar rejects 


the theory of some palaeontol- 
ogist that T rex was mainly a 
scavenger feeding on the re- 
mains of animals killed by oth- 
er predators. “An animal built 
like that is no scavenger," he 
said. He guesses it could run at 
30mpb. 

Tiny, floating soap bubbles 
filled with air and henum have 
helped uncover the secrets of 
the flight of birds, which are all 
believed to have descended 
from an early dinosaur. Bio- 
logical aerodynamics expert 
Professor Jeremy Rayner ex- 
plained how his group at Bris- 
tol University had been using 
these bubbles to study the ail- 
ticesleft 


important air vortices 1 
[birds. 


tbyfly- 


in the air in the laboratory un- 


ory i 
2 the 


til a . bird flaps through them. 
Their movement is then cap- 
tured on film and used to 
analyse the precise shape and 
movement of the vortices. 

Understanding tbe behaviour 
of these high energy air move- 
ments is essential to explaining 
the Hft and forward propulsion 
and estimating tbe energy con- 
sumption offfappiiig flight. 


Why giraffes’ necks aren’t longer 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Scientists have discovered that 
the mam ihing that stops guaffes 
from growing longer necks - 
and so eating from even high- 
er trees - is their hearts. 

Giraffes, whose necks typfcafly 
make up half their 5m (16ft) 
height, ahead)' have enormous 
hearts, which make up 23 per 
ccni of their total body mass. 


compared to just 05 per cent 
in buraans. 

According to Professor Tim 
Pedley. of the University of 
Cambridge, the extra heart size 
is necessary to pump blood tip 
the neck to the brain, and en- 
sure that it still has some resid- 
ual pressure when it leaves the 
skull, so it will flow down the 
jugular vein back to the bean. 

Evolutionary theory would 
suggest that a giraffe which 


- was taller than its peers and had 
n o side-effects from it would 
have an advantage, since it 
should be able to reach food 
higher up. The fact that that has 
not happened suggests that 
long necks present a significant 
problem for the circulatory sys- 
tem. Professor Pedley and his 
co-workers have developed 

mathematical models to look at 
what that means. 

“An important example is 


what happens when a giraffe 
wants to raise its bead quickly 
after having its head down to 
drink. . Tbe prediction of our 
model is that it takes nearly 10 
seconds for the usual upright 
steady state flow to be estab- 
lished.” This implies that gi- 
raffes feel feint when startled. 
“We have only begun to think 
about the implications for the 
giraffe when it is startled and 
tries to escape," he said. 
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news 


One in five Britons fails 



More than one in five adults in 
Britain has literacy skills so 
poor they cannot adequately 
read a bus timetable, fill in a 
form or follow a recipe, ac- 
cording to an international 
survey. 

The Govern men t -backed 
study, published yesterday, 
reveals that more British adults 
are struggling at the lowest 
literacy' level than their coun- 
terparts in any other devel- 
oped country surveyed - except 
Poland. 

Older people, the unem- 
ployed and women are among 
the groups most likely to expe- 
rience serious difficulties with 
reading. 

The bleak findings were 
seized on by David Blunkrit, the 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion, as vindication of Lhe Gov- 
ernment's literacy strategy, 
emphasising the three Rs in 
schools, and employment 
schemes for young people. 
However, basic skills experts 
stressed the need also to help 
older adults, who did particu- 
larly poorly in the tests. 

The study, published by the 
Office for National Statistics, is 
based on a random sample of 
3 ,800 British people aged be- 
tween 16 and 65. 

It found that 22 per cent - 
equivalent to around 8.4 million 
in the population as a whole - 
lacked the ability to compare 
and contrast two written pieces 
of information or work out 
simple sums, such as the 
amount saved on a product 
discounted in a sale. 

A further 30 per cent of 
those who look the tests per- 
formed only at literacy Level 


Study finds 
many struggling 
with the most 
basic skills, 
writes Lucy 
Ward 

Two. The figures mean that 
more than half the British pop- 
ulation has literacy skills below 
Level Three - the standard 
generally agreed as the mini- 
mum necessary to cope with the 
demands of modern life. 

The stu<fy, to include over 20 
countries by the end ofl998, de- 
fines literacy as “using printed 
and written information to 
function in society, to achieve 
one’s goals and to develop, 
one's knowledge and poten- 
tial*" 

Those taking part carried 
out 45 tasks based on material 
from daily life such as recipes 
and tables of returns on in- 
vestments. 

The assessments measured 
three types of literacy: prose lit- 
eracy - the ability to understand 
newspapers and passages of 
fiction; document literacy - the 
ability to use timetables, graphs, 
charts and forms; and quanti- 
tative literacy - the ability 
to solve maths problems by 
picking out numbers found in 
texts. 

The finding s show a distinct 
polarisation among the British 
population, with a relatively 
high proportion with either the 
lowest or highest skill levels. 
The trend was similar in 


Canada and the United States 
- the two other English-speak- 
ing countries in the study. 

On all three literacy scales, a 
higher proportion of people 
aged 45 and over fell into the 
lowest literacy category than 
among younger age groups - fly- 
ing in the face of common 
o.i aims of declining basic skills 
standards. 

The survey also confirmed 
past findings that literacy 
skills are poorer among those 
with lower levels of education 
and among people who are out 
of work or m lower-skilled oc- 
cupations. 

However, it revealed that, 
even among those at the lowest 
literacy level, the majority ques- 
tioned considered their skills to 
be adequate for daily life. 

Alan Wells, director of the 
Basic Skills Unit, one of the 
bodies sponsoring the survey, 
said it showed the problem was 
worse than had been thought. 
He called for a campaign to 
improve adult literacy, saying: 
"I t hink the Government's 
priorities are right, and it is im- 
portant to get basic skills right 
first time, but you can't afford 
to neglect parents and grand- 
parents who are going to have 
a major impact on the skills of 
their children." 

Welcoming the survey, Mr 
Blunkett said; "Sound literacy 
and numeracy skills provide 
the bedrock for all subsequent 
learning." 

The Government has ap- 
pointed an advisory group on 
adult learning, and we will pub- 
lish a policy paper on lifelong 
learning before the end of the 
year. 



Learning zone: Fay BuIUvant recognised she had a problem, and enrolled rut an adult literacy course 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 
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4 We were afraid to say 
we didn’t understand ? 


Until two years ago, Pay BuIU- 
vant carried a pocket dictionary 
everywhere she went, writes 
Lucy Ward. She was terrified 
that, without her lifeline, even 
writing a simple note or filling 
in a form might expose her 
struggles with spelling and 
punctuation, covering her in 
shame and embarrassment. 

Pay began to conquer her fear, 
only when, at the age of 4S, she ' 
mustered the courage to enrol*.- 
on an adult literacy course and' 
began slowly to fill in the gaps" 
in her learning that had sapped 
her confidence since school. 

"1 was one of the many adults 
who didn’t have a very good ed- 
ucation," said Rty, who attend- 


ed a convent school in the East 
End of London and now lives in 
Havering. “In my day. if you 
weren’t up and running you 
were left on the heap. We were 
brought up 3fraid to speak up 
and say we didn't understand.** 
Leaving school at 15 with no 
qualifications. Fay became a 
machinist for a garment firm, 
0 *aiy of trying any job requiring 
literacy skills. “I wem-inrp the 
rag trade because those were 
'jobs where I could use my 
hands and not my bram.-Thcrc 
were many people like me. I 
used to say 1 couldn't have 
stood being shut up in an office 
all the lime, but really that was 
just an excuse." 


Wherever possible. Fay 
would avoid situations where 
her writing or spelling would he 
tested. 

In 1995, a leaflet through the 
door from Havering Basic Skills 
Service provided the impulse for 
change- Despite fears of 
embarrassment, Fay signed up. 
and, two years on. has passed 
GSCE English and a word- 
power qualification. 

. Now beginning training as an 
: aromatherapist, she adrises 
‘others with literacy difficulties 
to face up to the prohletn.-Tvc 
gained enormous confidence, I 
know I've still got a long way to 
go. but I've got the determina- 
tion to stick at it." 


Education bodies 
get a health check 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


A dozen education authorities 
will be inspected from January 
next year as . part of the Gov- 
ernment’s crusade to raise stan- 
dards, the education standards 
watchdog announced yesterday. 

David Blunketi, the Secretary 
of State for Education, believes 
that efficient local education au- 
thorities have a crucial part to 
play and the education BUI to 
be introduced this autumn will 
give them more power. 

But Chris Woodhead, the 
chief inspector of schools, said 
that inspections might show that 
local authorities had no impact 
on school standards. A recent in- 
spection of Barking and Da- 
genham had revealed that while 
the schools performed badly, the 
authority functioned well. 

Yesterday’s list includes six 
authorities from among those 
with the lowest-pe rformwg pri- 
mary and secondary schools. 


three from among those with 
the best and three which arc in 
the middle. The Office for Stan- 
dards in Education (Ofsted), 
which picked the councils, di- 
vided them into three groups, 
London, metropolitan and shire 
counties. Schools were judged 
on 11 -year-old national test re- 
sults and GCSE results. 

In London, the worst are 
Southwark and Ttswer Hamlets. 
Kingston -upon-Th am es is the 
best and Brent the median. 
Among metropolitan authori- 
ties, Manchester and San dwell 
West Midlands, are worst. Bury 
best and Sunderland the medi- 
an. Among shire counties. 
Leicestershire and Notting- 
hamshire are worst, Surrey best 
and Kent the median. 

Unlike schools, authorities 
will not be graded. Mr Blunkett 
has said that he will take new 
powers to take over failing au- 
thorities, but at present no le- 
gal definition of a failing 
authority exisLs. Teams of in- 


spectors from the standa rds of- 
fice will visit each authority 
and question schools ut the 
services the council provides. 

•Mr Woodhead said: "We 
think that it is important for all 
aspects of the education service 
to be subject to rigorous exter- 
nal scrutiny. We are shining a 
spotlight very sharply on what 
an authority is doing to raise 
standards in schools." 

Mr Blunkett said: "The pro- 
gramme of inspections and 
published reports will allow 
comparisons of performance 
to be made ... If an authority 
does not meet the required 
standard. I will not hesitate to 
intervene." Inspectors will also 
examine the role of elected 
councillors in raising standards. 

O feted has already carried 
out pilot reviews of some au- 
thorities ol their invitation. A re- 
port on the London Borough of 
Hackney, inspected at the re- 
quest of the Secretary of Stale, 
is due out next week. 




Heads’, union submits 
pay claim to end crisis 
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Lucy Ward 

Head teachers* leaders yester- 
day submitted a 10 per cent pay 
claim - treble the rate of infla- 
tion - and insisted that only a 
substantial rise would reverse a 
growing recruitment crisis. 

The salaries of heads and 
deputies had fallen significant- 
ly behind those of managers in 
comparable posts in both the 
public and private sectors, said 
the National Association of 
Head Teachers. 

The union, which last week 
published figures showing a 
dramatic drop in the number of 
iplication for headships and 
Jpuly headships, said the de- 
cline was directly linked to in- 
adequate pay for high -stress 
jobs. 

The pay claim is certain to be 
resisted by the Government, 
which is keen to keep salary lev- 


els down to prevent an infla- 
tionary spiral. 

The NAHT demand would 
see heads of large secondary 
schools earning an average 
£54,000 - around £3.000 more 
than at present - and heads of 
large primaries around £39,000 
- a rise of £4.500. Deputies 
would also win rises of around 
£3.000. 

Low wages have led to a sit- 
uation where at least 400 
schools in England and Wales 
have been unable to recruit a 
permanent head teacher, ac- 
cording to NAHT figures. 

General secretary David 
Hart said: “When the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer short- 
ly publishes the Government's 
position on public sector pay. he 
must accept that recruitment 
problems have to be recog- 
nised in pay terms. 

“Teachers will only apply for 


the most senior posts in the pro- 
fession and undertake the sig- 
nificant responsibilities attached 
if they believe that the salaries 
offered constitute the 'rale for 
the job'. 

‘Any Government which tries 
to 'buck the market* with a 
public sector pay policy, which 
seeks to artificially hold down 
salaries, risks provoking an 
even greater recruitment crisis." 

Statistics drawn up by NAHT 
found that more than six out of 
every 10 advertisements for se- 
nior posts in small and average 
primary schools this war led to 
10 applications or fewer. 

IThe School Teachers' Re- 
view Body will consider the 
NAHT evidence before making 
its report to Education Secre- 
tary David Blunkett in Febru- 
ary* iq time for revised saktrte*' 
to becume effective on 1 April 
next year. 
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Gently does it, as 
flowers are moved 
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Well prepared: A Scout wearing mask and gloves removes some of the freshly laid blooms from outside St James's Palace yesterday Photograph: David Rose 


Amanda Kelly 

The painstaking and delicate task of 
clearing away the oceans of floral trib- 
utes left lo Diana, Princess of Wiles 
got undo: way yesterday. 

Guides and Scouts were among The 
dozens of volunteers who started gen- 
tly moving the flowets from the now 
dusty piles which line the walls of St 
James's Palace. It is expected to take 
up to six weeks to dear the tonnes of 
Bowers, teddy bears and other tributes 
laid at sites all over the capital. 

David Welch, chief executive of 
Royal Parks, the body overswing the 
operation, said: “We are trying to do 
the job in the most sensitive way possi- 
ble. We want to remove the flowers 
and tributes with the same spirit that 
they were laid. It really is a massive 
task and we have bad to take on extra 
staff ... to help with the work. There 
will be about 100 people working on 
the dear-up process every day." 

Wearing plastic gloves, volunteers 
were carefully separating the freshly- 
laid blooms from the floods of decaying 
bundles and loading them on to a 
horse-drawn dray to be delivered to 
hospitals around London. The rest 


were put into plastic buckets to be used 
as compost in the Palace's gardens. 

Craig Huddleston, 13, of the 1st 
London Colney Scout Group, said; 
“It's a really sad job. I'd seen all the 
flowers on television but it’s far more 
moving to be here in real life. Some of 
the messages people have written are 
lovely ancTit's amazing because they 
have come from people all over the 
world." 

The labels, messages and cardswcre 
being taken to a site in Regent's Park 
and dried and stored until the Spcnccr 
family has decided how best to pre- 
serve’ them. Toys and other gifts will be 
distributed to a range of needy causes 
around the country. 

Val Dorren, of the Women's Royal 
Voluntary Service, said: “There is a 

very melancholy atmosphere os we 
work. It is hard' not to be moved as a 
lot of the messages are from children 
and they really bring a tear to the eye. 
The most touching tribute I’ve han- 
dled today was a picture with the _ 
words 'Our angel Princess Diana jai- 
ling on a cloud in heaven’." 

The clearance operation is expected 
to begin at Buckingham Patoev and 
Kensington Palace today. 
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Working together: Gordon Brown and Earl Spencer 


Mm Sengupta 

Gordon Brown, who is chairing 
a committee planning a memo- 
rial for Diana, Princess of 
Wiles, yesterday met her broth- 
er, Earl Spencer, to ascertain 
the family’s views on the project. 

The Chancellor is keen to en- 
sure that members of the fam- 
ily are fully consulted on every 
stage of the planning of the 
memorial, and that it should re- 
flect the personal touch the 
Princess brought to her public 
duties. . 

Both the Prime Minister and 
Mr Brown are believed to 
favour a permanent _ tribute 
which would help continue the 
Princess’s humanitarian work. 

One of the ideas expected to 
be considered is the setting up 
of a national or international 
foundation in her name. This 
could be in addition to a phys- 
ical tribute such as a statue. 

Mr Brown has said the com- 
mittee. the composition of 
which would be announced in 
the near future, should not be 
party political. He has also in- 
vited people to write to him in 
Downing Street or the Treasury, 
and asked for an e-mail address 
to be organised. 

The amount of money avail- 
able to honour the Princess s 
memory will be boosted by the 
Government’s decision to grve 

up its claim to VAT on the sales 
of copies of Elion John s new 
version of “Candle in the 
Wind". The tax, which could 
easily be more than £lm, would 

be passed to the fund. 

Sales of “Candle in the 
Wind” are expected lo outstrip 
the 3.5 million copies of Band 
Aid’s “Do They Know It's 
Christmas" in 1984, an d the re 
arc hopes the total revenue 
could be more than £10m. 

The Chancellor has also 
asked the Inland Revenue to 


publicise the fact that gifts of 
£250 or -more made to the 
memorial fund will attract tax 
relict 

The Prime Minister was not 
present at yesterday's meeting 
between Mr Brown and Lora 
Spencer. According to one re- 
port, Lord Spencer wants to 

press Mr Blair foT a jnivaqr law 
against media intrusion, which 
he condemned in his address at 
his sister's funeral at Westmin- 
ster Abbey. 

He is said to have received 
27,000 letters from people sup- 
porting his remarks about Dr- 
ana being “hunted" by the 
media and how the Spencer 
family would ensure the two 
princes escaped that fate. 

It has been claimed that ef- 
forts have -been made in South 
Africa by members of the press 
to obtaiD divorce papers filed by 
Countess Spencer, the former 
Victoria Lockwood. 

Although divorce court doc- 
uments in South Africa can be 
viewed by the public, it is ille- 
gal to. publish the contents. 
The Spencer documents have 
now been withdrawn from 
public view. 

Lord Spencer is also said to 
be considering taking' the 
Guardian newspaper to the 
Press Complaints Commission 
after it reprinted photographs 
of the countess in a private ad- 
diction clinic. 

Details of her condition, il- 
lustrated by long-lens pho- 
tographs, were first reported m 
the News of the World two years 
ago. The artide was found to be 
in breach of the commission's 
code of practice.' . 

The Government has been 
cautious about taking steps on 
a privacy law in the current 
climate of emotion following 
Diana’sdeath. It prefers a sys- 
tem of self-regulation by the 
newspapers. 


Women jailed for Abbey thefts 
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Fox on the run evades the men from the ministry 


Kathy Maries 

A fox that has biuen five peo- 
ple in a Cornish fishing village 
is believed to be roaming the 
area, evading a Ministry of 
Agriculture team armed with 
dart nuns and nets. 

The Ministry sought to allay 
feats of a rabies scare in Mouse- 
hole. near Penzance, yesterday 
saving there was no evidence 
that the fox was rabid. Howev- 
er. it has advised victims to have 
a precautionary injection. 

Reports that an injured fox 
had been found in a gutter in 
Penzance raised hopes yester- 
day that the culprit had been 
tracked down. But the RSPCA 
said it was not the same animal. 

Five people, including a fish- 
erman. have been bitten in 
Mousehole, a popular tourist 
spot, since last weekend. 

Last Sunday, the fox cut a 
swathe through the quayside, 
possibly looking for offeuts of 
fish. After being shooed out of 
a gift shop by a man who re- 
ceived a vengeful nip on the an- 
kle. it sank its teeth into a 
passer-by eating fish and chips 
near the" harbour. It then re- 
paired to a pub car park, where 
it ambushed a woman from 


beneath her vehicle. Mousehole 
has a thriving fox population, 
but attacks on people arc high- 
ly unusual. The RSPCA said 
that the fox was probably hun- 
gry rather than rabid. 

“It sounds like a lame animal 
that has lost its natural fear of 
humans." said a spokeswoman. 
"Or it may be that it has been 
fed regularly for a while, and 
then abandoned." 

A team of seven people - two 
Ministry vets, two public health 
officers, two council •‘trappers’* 
and an animal biologist - has 
been prowling popular haunts 
of foxes in Mousehole after 
dusk. But their quarry appears 
to have gone to ground. 

The fox discovered on the 
seafront in Penzance had been 
hit by a car and was concussed. 
Having made a full recovery, it 
has been ruled out of inquiries. 

“It is an ordinary KTA (road 
traffic accident) fox, 1 * said Les 
Sutton, the RSPCA’s chief in- 
spector for Cornwall. “Besides, 
to travel to Penzance it would 
have had to negotiate an awful 
lot of traffic and find its way 
around Lhc streets.” 

Devon and Cornwall police 
said they would send a marks- 
man to shoot the fox if found. 
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Introducing 
a cordless 
phone with 
a clear lead. 


BTs new Diverse 1010 digital cordless phone not 
only looks good, it sounds good too. 

Developed using the very latest DECT technology, 
it gives you a speech clarity unheard of with normal 
analogue cordless phones. 

Because it's a digital phone, there's less interference, 
no clicks, no crackles and no irritating buzz. In feet, it 
sounds just like a corded phone - crystal dear. 

An impressive outdoor range of up to 300 metres 
enables you to talk freely and dearly anywhere around 
your home and garden. And with 120 channels, there’s 
lithe risk of unauthorised access and eavesdropping, 
so your calls can be as private as you like. 

If your needs change, the Diverse 1010 has the 
flexibility to support up to five extra handsets. This 
allows you to make internal calls and to transfer external 
calls between handsets, making it as useful in the 
workplace as ft is at home. 

Whichever way you look at it, the Diverse 1010 is 
the future of digital cordless phones at a new, more 
affordable price. 
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To find out more about BTs Diverse 1010, caU : 

Freefone 0800 800 150 . 

Available from AJkJers, Argos, 

BT Shops, Comet, Currys, Dixons, 

John Lewis Partnership, 

Tandy and The Link. 


APPROVED for connection to 
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It’s good to talk 


Ashdown 
takes ‘Yes’ 
message 
to Wales 


Tbny Heath 



Co-operation, not confrontation 
was the politics of the future. 
Paddy Ashdown declared yes- 
terday, throwing his weight be- 
hind the Welsh “Yes’’ campaign. 

Surrounded by a plaioon of 
party wvrkers, the Liberal De- 
mocrat leader, arrived in Wales 
bv “battle bus** yesterday to 
^spread the message rhar devo- 
jp&Qa is agpqd.thing. He chose 
a. Brecon factory specialising in 
the manufacture ciT conveyors 
as a launch pad. 

. The choice of the mid Whies 
town was significant; it is the 
heart of the Brecon and Rad- 
norshire constituency which wit- 
nessed scenes of jubilation on 2 
May when the Liberal Democ- 
rat Richard Livsey defeated the 
incumbent Tory Jonathan Evans 
leaving Whies a Tory- free zone. 

The Liberal Democrats now 
allied with Labour and Plaid 
Cymru are engaged in a strug- 
gle that looks like being much 
closer than the general election 
contest in which Mr Livsey tri- 
umphed by 5,097 votes. 

But Mr Ashdown was not 
fazed "Talking to people in F\ra- 
typridd on my way here I found 
real enthusiasm for a ‘Yes* vote 
next Thursday,” he said. 

Co-operation between the 
three parties in favour of de- 
volution demonstrated that 
old-style confrontations went 
out of the window when a 
common adjective was in the 
sights. 

louring the Nerak-Wiese 
factory on Brecon's Ffrwd- 
grech Industrial Estate, he 
donned a face mask to try his 
hand at paint spraying and 
walked past a machine per- 
manently labelled “Do .All 
Job Selector” - an omen per- 
haps for aspiring Welsh assem- 
bly men ana women. If all goes 
well on 18 September. 60 new- 
ly minted WAPs (Welsh As- 
sembly Persons) will be taking 
their seats in a couple of year's 
time. 

The “Yes" campaign was 
joined by a Spanish exponent of 
devolution's virtues. Juan 
Colon, an MEP from Catalonia 
was canvassing in the valleys as 
the guest of Vrayne David, MEP 
for South Whies Central. Last 
night, he was due to share the 
platform with John Prescott at 
a rally in Llanlrisanl. 

Catalonia was one of the 
up-and-coming regions of Eu- 
rope, an enthusiastic Mr David 
explained. “Ten years ago there 
were calls for Catalonia to se- 
cede from Spain. There is very 
little call for that now - devo- 
lution has reinforced the in- 
tegrity of the Spanish state.” 


The “Yes" camp criticised the 
I CM poll published in the 
( iuanlitin earlier this week, it 
predicted a very dose result. 
Between 4 and 8 September, 
502 voters were interviewed - 
about half the number nor- 
mally considered large enough 
to reflect opinion accurately. 

Darren Hill, notional organ- 
iser of the “Yes" campaign, 
said: "It seems somewhat 
bizarre to hold a poll during the 
time when mourning over the 
death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales was at its height. We are 
not surprised that people's 
minds were not on polities dur- 
ing that time." 

■ The future of at leasi one 
Welsh university could be jeop- 
ardised by a “Yes” vote in next 
week's referendum, a leading 
academic claimed yesterday. 

Dercc Lhvyd Morgan, vice- 
Chance liar and Principal of 
University of Wales Aberyst- 



Paddy Ashdown: Found real 
enthusiasm for ‘Yes’ vote 

wyth, said he was concerned by 
the lack of clarity in the White 
Paper on plans to transfer pow- 
er from Westminster to an 
elected Welsh Assembly. 

Although broadly in favour of 
devolution, he was concerned at 
the possible impact on univer- 
sities like .Aberystwyth, Lam- 
peter and Bangor. 

In an article in the Times 
Higher Educution Supplement, 
he questioned whether a 
Cardiff-based assembly would 
sustain funding for its univer- 
sities in rural areas for the sake 
of their local economies. 

Many questions about the 
provision of funding for High- 
er Education after a “Yes” vmc 
had been left unanswered. Cur- 
rent government proposals 
were likely to encourage stu- 
dents to study closer to home, 
which could have a devastating 
effect on many Welsh colleges 
and universities. 




We make music 
easier to track down. 
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Roman robe: Ann Murray rehearses the title-role in Handers Giulia Cesare , the first Royal Opera production at the Barbican Centra, in London 



Photograph; Nicola Kurtz 


Royal 
Opera raise 
curtain on 
new empire 

Amanda KeBy 

The Royal Opera were taking part in 
final rehearsals yesterday before the 
opening of the new season and their 
first performance since becoming 
homeless in July. 

The company will be performing a 
new production of Handel's Giulia 
Cesare at the Barbican as part of its 
new life on the road following the 
closure of the Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden, for renovation. 

It will also be the first time the 
Barbican has opened its doors since 
undergoing a £1.9m modernisation 
project to give it two new orchestra 
pits and a sprung floor. 

A Royal Opera spokeswoman, 

Helen Anderson, said: "This will be a 
double first for everyone involved and 
we are looking forward to the 
occasion greatly. 

-It's been very good for the 
company to work m a more intimate 
theatre after SO years in the vast 
Covent Garden building. It gives us 
the chance to uy things which would 
simply be too small to put on at the 
Royal Opera House." 

The company will spend the next 
two years performing m different 
London theatres and on tour until the 
Royal Opera House re-opens in 
December 1999 following its JE200m 
face-lift. 


to fill Solti’s shoes 


Clare Gamer 


The death of Sir Georg Sold has 
thrown the orchestral world 
into disarray. Not only has the 
legendary 84-year-old Hungar- 
ian conductor’s passing result- 
ed in some short-term logistical 
nightmares, but it has. in the 
longer term, left a vacuum 
which may not be filled for gen- 
erations. 

/.JVjAUst Sir Colin Davis has 
agreed to step in at the eleventh 
Jfoucdo, .qonduci; .Vferdfs Re- . 
qipem at die, Proms tonight, the . 
. London Phflhaqnopic Orches- 
tra. (LPO) has not yet found a 
stand-in for later this month 
when Sir Georg was due to con- 
duct Beethoven’s Ninth Sym- 
phony at its opening night at 
the Royal Festival HaU on 24 
September. 

The latter has been turned 
imp a tribute in honour of Sir 
Georg with a pre-concert dis- 
cussion on his life and worit in 
the auditorium hosted by his 
wife, Valerie Pitts. Although cel- 
ebrated conductors would jump 



Solti: LPO concert In his 
memory has no conductor 

. at the chance to conduct on such 
an historic occasion- Sir Geoig 
first conducted in England 
when making records with the 
LPO and was the orchestra’s 
principal conductor between 
1979 and 1983 - they are 


committed to conducting 
other concerts. 

“We've got not a lot of time 
and we stm haven't been able 
to name a conductor,*! said a 
spokeswoman for. the LPO. 
"The world-wide search goes 
oil Obviously one wants one of 
the high-profile conductors and 
they are all terribly, terribly busy 
and booked up yean ahead." 

Looking ahead, the ques- 
tion is: “Who wiD replace the 
grand maestro?” In many ways, 
Sir Georg, wbo was nicknamed 
“the Screaming Skull” on ac- 
count of his volatility in re- 
hearsals, is irreplaceable. As BiD 
Holland, divisional director of 
Polygram classics, which owns 
Decca, Sir Georg’s record label, 
put it “His- stature is so unique. 
He was the last of a particular 
breed. Along with Bernstein and 
Karajan, Sohi was the last of the 
titans." 

Mr Holland compared the 
problem of replacing Sir Georg 
with that of replacing the three 
tenon. “If you took a look 
around for tbe next three 


tenors, you'd really have quite 
a job,” be said. 

In his view, talent to the 
tune of Sir Georg will not 
emerge until the generation 
after next. He tipped the Ger- 
man conductor Christian 
Thielemann. 37, and the Russ- 
ian Vfclery Gergiev, 44, two rel- 
ative youngsters, as the moat 
likely figures to one day fill 
Sir Georg's shoes. These two, 
he raid, possess that elusive, 
charismatic “star appeal”, and 
could, in time, turn into “living 
legends”. 

“If you’re trying to act as a 
conduit between the music and 
the public, you're the person 
who reads the page and inter- 
prets it,” Mr Holland said. “No 
matter bow good or how musi- 
cal your mind might be, unless 
yon can really communicate 
the intentions of the composer 
to the listener there’s something 
m is si ng. AH the really great con- 
ductors could make the music 
come alive in a very distinctive 
way - and Solti was one of 
them.” 


Publisher of ‘vile and evil’ race 
hate magazine is sent to jail 


j The publisher of aSrile and 
{ evil" race hate magazine re- 
j sponsible for a temping cam- 
paign a gains t Frank Bruno's 
mother, was jailed for 21 
months yesterday. 

Mark Alidnfion, 31, a leading 
member of thefer-^rghtCombar 
.. 18 group, was caugfat “red-hand- 
" with hundreds of itopics of 
Siarmcr just before they were dis- 
patched to subscribers across 
Britain. Another issue of the 12- 
page production, which preach- 
es violence and death towards 
Jews, blacks, left-wmgeis, and 
anyone else who dares disagree 
with its views, was found on a. 
computer disk. 

Judge George Badmrst-Nor- 
man told Southwark Crown 
Court that in 37 years in the le- 


gal profession be bad “never en- 
countered such outpourings 
of hatred and incitement to vi- 
olence as revealed in these mag- 
azines. From reading them 
Combat IS’s purpose is clearly 
aimed at stirring up racial hatred 
and violence not only against 
racial, ethnic and religious mi- 
norities and their supporters 
within our society but also tar- 
geting and naming specific in- 
dividuals within those sections.. 

He told Atkinson: “I have to 
say to you and any others like 
you that those who , seek to 
spread such evil discord in our 
midst can expect no mercy from 
the courts.” 

One of his victims had been 
Lynette Bruno, the 67-year-old 
mother of the former world 


i disclosing her name and 
address and. stirring up racial 
hatred against her, Mis Bruno 
... is driven from her home,” the 
judge said Neither did he have 
any doubt that by listing their 
names and addresses in Skrnner; 
a number of Jewish organisa- 
tions and synagogueswere tar- 
geted with hate mail 
.The judge then condemned 
the way Combat 18 and their 
£1.50 a time magazine bad 
turned their attentions to the 
Liberal Democrat leader, Pad- 
dy Ashdown. “When a politician 
speaks out against racism in his 
local community you taiget him 
in one issue, and then you cel- 
ebrate the fire -bombing of his 
car in the next. You give' his 


name and address and invite his 
murder with the words ‘he 
doesn't deserve to live.’.” 

The judge said Parliament 
had fixed the maximum penal- 
ty for publishing material of this 
type ax just two years. 

“It may be that Parliament 
should look again at the activ- 
ities of people such as you and 
others uke you who are mind- 
ed to indulge in such activities 
and reconsider whether the 
present maximum sentence is 
sufficient. In my view ix is not.” 

On Wednesday, Robin Gray, 
35, a former National Front by- 
election candidate who lived 
with Atkinson, was convicted of 
possessing Starmer with a view 
to distributing iL Sentence was 
adjourned for reports. 


The best way to 
stay in touch 



“There has never 
been a greater need 
for amagonnelike 
The Week* 

Auheron Waugh, editor, 
literary Review 


According to the 
experts you should 
read The Week 

The British daily and Sunday newspapers 
contain over 10 million words a week - far too 
much for any one person to read. So how does 
one find the most interesting and entertaining 
things in the press without reading all the 
papers? The answer is simple. Let us do it for 
you. Read The Week. 

The Week is a concise, witty and well-informed 
digest which distils thebest of the British & 
foreign press into just 34 pages - ideal for 
busy people. 

The Week is available in all good newsagents. 
Alternatively, you can take out a subscription 
today with no risk, thanks to our 12 week 
money-back guarantee. 

Complete the order form and return (no stamp 
required) to: The Week, FREEPOST (SWB 26), 
Bristol BS120BQ. 


The Week has 
made omniscience 
easy? a dream for 
all professional 
differs.* 

NiaH Ferguson, 
Historian 


f Subscription Order Form 1 

» □ YES! 1 WOULD UKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE WEEK . 

J Ql year UK £49.50 □ 6 moettM UK £27.00 



TRSe - Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other tine 
Name 


Company 


Address 


Postcode 


Daytime telephone number 


HUTMENT METHOD 

□ 1 ondote a starting cheque tn: The Week Limited 

□ Pteas* ettatff* my. □ Visa - QAccces/Mastercart, 

□ AMEX Q Switch Issue No. [ 


Expiry date 
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Confusion 
reigns as 
Clark turns 
TV eye on 
Tory party 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Today's Conservative Party is 
suffering from “considerable 
confusion", Alan Clark, the Tory 
MP and historian, said yesterday. 

The first episode of BBC2's 
four-part Aim Clark s History of 
the Tore Party will be shown on 
on Sunday, it tells the stoiy of 
the pre-war years, from the 
creation of the modem party in 
192 2 through to the start of the 
Second World War in 1939. 

Mr Clark's analysis is typically 
pungenL He argues that Bald- 
win turned the "abdication cri- 
sis into a golden opportunity to 
dispose o? a troublesome king; 
he criticises a Foreign Office 
mandarin for spuming a Nazi 
offer to sue for peace on the eve 
of wan and he compares the 
task of leading the Tories to “dri- 
ving pigs to marker". 

After a preview of the first 
episode. Gentlemen Players, Mr 


Clark said yesterday. “There is 
no doubt that the Tory party at 
the present time is in a slate of 
considerable confusion." 

He was unable to give 
William Haggle a historical rat- 
ing as Conservative leader, be- 
cause it was too early, but he 
then added: “1 didn't vote for 
him, as you well know." Asked 
whether it was not the Leader's 
job to resolve confusion, Mr 
Clark said: “You may think 
that, but I could not possibly 
comment." 

In the programme, delivered 
with all Lhe languid charm that 
Mr Clark brought to his best- 
selling Diaries, he says that the 
1936 abdication was a heaven- 
sent opportunity to get rid of 
Edward VIII that was grabbed 
by the Conservatives and the 
British Establishment. 

“For Baldwin, as for the rest 
of the British Establishment." 
he says, “Mrs Simpson was an 
opportunity disguised as a cri- 





-*** . . ? 


Gendemar^aye^Alai^lar^t yesterday’s preview: Asked about the party leader’s rote, he replied: ‘You may think that, but I could - * 


as. For the last 10 years they had 
been racing their brains con- 
cerning what should lie done 
about the Prince of Wales. _ 
“He was selfish, erratic, im- 
patient of protocol and prone 
to left-wing enthusiasms. The 


abdication was the Iasi great Es- 
tablishment coup dressed up as 
high-mindedness. If Baldwin 
had realty wanted, he could hov e 
kept Edward on the throne." 

Mr Clark said yesterday: 
“The Tbiy party connived at tHis 


concept that the monarchy is 
disposable - because they re- 
garded Edward YU I as a Moody 
nuisance." But he suggested 
that the breach of the heredi- 
tary principle perpetrated in 
1936 was being repealed with 


the curious endorsement of the 
current monarch, with her ac- 
ceptance of Labour plans for re- 
form of the House of Lords. 

Mr Clark says that Hiller and 
the pre-war Tories bad much in 
common: both being “brutal 
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VIDEO GAMBIA 
WTTHIOOxSUPBI 
DIGITAL ZOOM 

• Colour LCD , 

viewfinder. 

• PCMdgrtai 
stereo wind. 

• Snap^wt faeflty. 

Was £159939. 


£1499. 


DIGITAL WDEO 
GAMBIA WITH 
20x DIGITAL 
ZOOM 

• Bufit-tn 25 * LCD 
screen with speafcai 

• Super steady dX 3 L 

• Snapshot mode. 
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I 8 mm CAMCORDER 
. WITH 20 x POWER ZOOM 
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1 • image stabesatton A 
. • Date/bms/titte Insert fl 
• • 8 auto-exposure Mf 
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r +lf you find the same product cheaper locally, | 

(PRICE I we>u pleased to refund the difference. 
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mSSSSBE delivery. Mail order prices excluded. ) 
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and anti- Semitic". He was also 
critical of Sir Frank Roberts, a 
foreign Office official who did 
not even puss on to ministers a 
Nazi approach to avert war. 

Mr Clark said yesterday that 
at that juncture, in 1939, it was 




madness to declare war on 
Germany. “To put an army into 
Europe against the IfHimwrftr 
was just suicide: it was mad.” 
The war had only been won be- 
cause of a totally unpredictable 
chain of events he said. 


Bodies on 
rail lines 
left in 
full view 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 

Rail track was accused of cal- 
lousness after a horrified train 
driver was forced to take his ex- 
press past a mutilated body. 

The driver has since suffered 
trauma and yesterday his trade 
union said it would take its 
protest to John Prescott. Deputy 
Prime Minister, with special re- 
sponsibility for transport. 

Lew Adams, general secre- 
tary of the train drivers’ union 
Aslef, told the delegates at (he 
TUC Congress in Brighton that 
he would be renewing his de- 
mand for a thorough review of 
procedures during such inci- 
dents. He said his members had 
experienced two similar cases 
recently where they bad been 
told to pass over bodies. 

The most recent and most 
horrific incident happened on 
13 August when the Euston-to- 
Loodon express was ordered to 
proceed through Harrow and 
Wealds tone station after an ear- 
lier train had struck someone 
who jumped off the platform. 

Mr Adams said: “Approach- 
ing the end of the platform, our 
driver saw that most of the per- 
son’s body was still on the track 
and the platform, not even cov- 
ered up. There was one limb on 
Lhe platform. 

“It is frankly just too revolt- 
ing to go into all tbe details 
of what was seen by the pas- 
sengers and crew on tbe train. 
It is no way to treat to treat the 
travelling public, train drivers or 
other railway employees." 

Mr Adams said that the ex- 
press had been halted for some 
lime at a signal outside the 


station and that there had been 
ample lime for the body to 
be covered up. “Initially our dri- 
ver was told to pass over the 
incident with extreme caution, 
but then a Railtraek official 
instructed him to hurry up and 
get past the scene as quickly 
as possible. 

"They allowed no dignity 
whatsoever to the poor soul who 
had been killed. They showed 
no regard for the trauma they 
were causing to everyone who 
saw these appalling sights. The 
whole incident was an absolute 
disgrace.*' 

The union contends that the 
drive for profits in the privatised 
rail industry has led to greater 
pressure on drivers to pass over 
bodies. Where there are delays 
financial penalties have to be 
paid either by Railtraek or the 
train operating company, de- 
pending on which was respon- 
sible for the delay. 

Mr Adams said the union 
would be demanding changes to 
the industry's rule book which 
would stop railway workers and 
customers from seeing such 
“offensive gruesome scenes". 
He said trains should be halt- 
ed until Lhe incident bad been 
properly dealt with. 

Current procedures were “in- 
human and obscene", he said, 
and it was dangerous to subject 
people to such experiences. 

Replying to Mr Adams' crit- 
icisms. a Railtraek spokesman 
said: “We are reviewing how to 
handle these situations. We 
have to strike a balance between 
respect for the deceased and the 
fact that trains loaded with 
people are stuck on the line. We 
are not unfeeling.” 


DAILY POEM 

The Reader 

By Rainer Maria Rilke 
(translated by Stephen Cohn) 

Who knows this stranger who has turned his face 
away from life to fire another life - 
which nothing interrupts except the swift 
and forceful turning of each printed page? 

Even a mother might not recognise 
her son, lost in the world that lies below hint, 
steeped in his own shadow. What can tw know - 
who live our lives so gmvmed by nuw hours - 

of other lives he nuty haw liwd and lost 
before he looks up, herny now and burdened 
widt aO the matter which his hook can tains? 

As children rise from play and look annual 
his eyes now turn to all that lies outside 
towards the world again made manifest; 
but yet his face, for all Us discipline, 

*iU never while he lives change back again. 

“The Reader” completes our selection from Stephen Cohn's 
translation of Rainer Maria Rilke's New Poems, which first, 
appeared in German in 1907-08. Ncuc Gcdidue! Ntw farms 
is published by Carcanct (£9.95 > in a bilingual edition, with, 
an introduction by John Bayley. 
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China prepares for ‘the third emancipation of the mind' - which could mean mass redundancies 



Bloom time: A worker in Peking unloading decorations for the party congress which 
begins today. Delegates are set to agree huge changes in economic poDcy Photograph: AFP 



5omc deft semantic manoeu- 
vring will be on show as the 
rommunist Party tiptoes 
iround the reality that public 
nvnership will no longer be the 
tn minan f force in the economy. 

Today President Jiang Zemin 
rill resurrect the idea that Chi- 
ta is still in “the primary stage 
if socialism”. This formulation 
vas first put forward at the 13th 
arty congress in 1987 by the re- 
ormist party secretary, Zhao 
Uyang. 

Translated into plain-speak, 
he phrase means that China is 
rise to employ whatever capi- 
alist tools it desires in order to 
vogress down the modernising 
uad to a socialist future. It may 

a Jong journey; Chioa has ad- 
orned this “primary stage" can 
asl 100 years. 

This congress’s second lin- 
guistic contribution pledges the 
■ountry to “hold high the great 
tanner of Deng Xiaoping s the- 



Jiang Zemin: ‘Still in the 
primary stage of socialism' 

ary of building socialism with 
Chinese characteristics". This is 


a V IM l in JU 

the reform and opening policies 
Mr Deng launched in 1978. The 
expression “socialism with Chi- 
nese characteristics” was coined 
at the 1992 party congress, to 


enshrine the polity that market 
forces have an central role in 
Chinese socialism - and to jus- 
tify the fact that some people 
were getting richer much faster 
than others. 

This being the first congress 
since Mr Deng's death in Feb- 
ruary, Mr Jiang’s plan for state- 
owned enterprises is being 
touted as the big ideological 
contribution to the post-Deng 
era. It was described as “the 
third emancipation of the 
mind” by Ii Junru, the deputy 
director of the party’s “theory 
bureau”, Mr Deng's 1 978 “seek 
truth from facts” and his J992 
“socialism with Chinese char- 
acteristics" qualifying as the 
first two “emancipations" . 

One phrase which will not be 
on anyone’s lips in 1997 is “iron 
rice bowl”, the former cradle- 
to-grave guarantee of social 
welfare. That one has gone 
right out of fashion. 


STAY IN TOUCH * STAY IN POCKET 



Peking ready for world’s 
ultimate privatisation 


China is set to dose the book 
on socialist economic dogma 
today by abandoning stale 
ownership of industry as the sa- 
cred doctrine of government 
policy. President Jiang Zemm 
wiU this morning open the 15th 
Communist Party Congress 
with a speech paying the way for 
what could turn into the world's 
biggest and most ambitious pri- 
vatisation programme. There is 
just one proviso - no one is al- 
lowed to call it that. 

Mr Jiang will give the green 
light for most state-owned fac- 
tories to turn themselves into 
shareholding or limited liabili- 
ty companies, or find other 
ways to survive in the market 
economy. The implications are 
real: last year almost half Chi- 
na's state-owned enterprises 
were in the red, but in the brave 
new world of Chinese corpo- 
ratisation, loss-making factories 
will no longer automatically be 
bailed out by the stale, a deci- 
sion which puis millions of jobs 
on the tine. 

Before the first years of the 
next century, China now plans 
to sell off, merge, lease out, or 
dose down more than 300,000 
state-owned enterprises. Many 
of these win be turned into 
shareholding companies, with 
shares owned by employees, the 
public, foreign companies or 


Reports from Teresa Poole in Peking 


state units. Often the state will 
retain a majority holding. Suc- 
cessful companies will then iry 
to list their shares on China’s 
popular stock exchanges. 
Around 3.000 of the large and 
. medium -sized stale-owned en- 
terprises— those in strategic, de- 
fence, and transport sectors - 
will remain in state hands. 

Socialist political sensitivi- 
ties are still very tender on the 
question of slate ownership, and 
hence the denial of the dread- 
ed “p” word. The official Chi- 


na Daily yesterday insisted no 
one should be “ample-minded" 
enough to equate the modem 
corporate system and the share- 
holding system with privatisa- 
tion. It 'is all a matter of 
reinterpretation; China's new 
definition of “public owner- 
ship” would probably cover 
many companies on the London 
Stodc Exchange. 

In some parts of the country, 
this reform process has been un- 
der way for several years and 
thousands of smaller enter- 


prises have already been hived 
off. Party congresses, which 
take place only once every five 
years, are often a forum for ide- 
ological catch-up. The break- 
through today will he to bring 
the orthodox political jargon 
into line with reality. Stick-in- 
the-mud old-fashiuned cadres 
who still hanker after the secu- 
rities of a centrally planned 
economy will be ordered to 
get on with reform. 

The Chinese government 
remains vers* scared about what 


Unemployment may destroy reforms 


Unemployment is me biggest poflticat risk lacing 
the Chinese government as it attempts to sort out 
los^-maWng state factories. 

. There are t TO mi Son state employees in 
China, of whom 46 mNBon are urban industry work- 
ers. Overmanning is such foal probably one^Nrd 
of these factory workers are not needed, and wot 

factories' must sink or swtra?Add to this a bu- 
reaucracy bloated by miUionr of surplus cadres, 
aid. China's job crunch is dear. None of these 
figure* Include the officially estimated T 75 ntfWon 
mmpkMd mraT workers, many of whom migrate 
to the cities and grab any menial jobs going. 

‘ Optimists nevertheless argue that now is the 
best time for China to reform the state sector. In- 
flation Is low and economic growth Is high, so the 
hope Is that a buoyant economy win mop up these 
workers. Cities such as Shanghai have set up job 


retr a inin g centres, in one case encouraging taid- 
off middle-aged female staff to work as private 
cleaning lades for the growing middle class. The 
Chinese entrepreneurial tradition encourages 
the more capable Individuate to “xia hai" (leap into 
the sea of business) as street traders or running 
food stalls. 

Pessfcntets say there are just too marry people 
who need to find proper jobs, and that many big 
loss-makers are to remote areas where altema- 
live work is not avaitabto. The government is very 
worried, because disgruntled workers are 
increasingly letting their feelings be known. The 
past two years have seen a growing number of 
strflees and riots by people who have lost their 
jobs or have not received salaries. In Sichuan 
province earlier this year, 20.000 unpaid textile 
workers staged a demo n stra ti on to Nanchong, one 
of the largest tfisplays of anger so far. 


slate enterprise reform might 
mean for millions of surplus 
workers. But, after years of 
pilot schemes uml half-hcarteu 
efforts, it now accepts the uigent 
need to tackle the drain on the 
economy. The World Bank 
recently warned that failure to 
address enterprise reform amid 
“corrode the very foundations 
and credibility of China's entire 
economic regime". 

Nearly two decades of eco- 
nomic reform has seen the rise 
of i lie private ;md collective sec- 
tor in Chinn. This bus left siate- 
owned industry’s share of gross 
domestic product at only 30 per 
cent, but the dire financial sit- 
uation of many enterprises 
means that the stale sector is 
soaking up a disproportionate 
75 per cent of domestic credit. 
The money has been disap- 
pearing into a seemingly bot- 
tomless hole. 

Mr Jiang's speech will lay 
down the broad principles for 
future state enterprise reform, 
but the detail will take much 
longer to unfold. The financial 
challenges are immense. The so- 
called “triangular debts" be- 
tween stale enterprises have 
reached £80bn. and further bad 
debts are on the books of Chi- 
na’s hanks. For the officials in 
charge, it will be like Hying to 
unscramble a rotten omelette. 
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INSTALLED FOR ONLY £135 INC, JOINERY, ELECTRICS , PLUMBING AND FITTING OF WORKTOPS 
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LA subway project heads for the buffers 

Federal government balks at providing matching , 
■funds amid charges of corruption at municipal 



Tim Cornwell 

Los Angeles 


In the slow lane: Sunset Boulevard in Los Angeles, where the automobile is god and very few Angelenos use the spanking new subway system 


How did Los Angeles, the dty 
which enshrines the convertible, 
where no one ever walks, come 
to believe it Deeded an under- 
ground? - 

It is a question being much 
asked this year, as the city pon- 
ders the unthinkable: calling it 
quits on a vast municipal un- 
dertaking that has already swal- 
lowed several billion dollars in 
public money. Yes, Los Ange- 
les already has a subway. 
Spanking new, it runs from 
Union Station, hardly a hive of 
activity, 5.3 miles west with 
eight stops along Wilshire 
Boulevard, to a place best 
described in LA terms as 
nowhere in particular. 

The cost, so far; about half a 
billion dollars a mile, for a sys- 
tem that services a meagre 
35,000 riders a day. On any city 
map, his a small angmfhe cen- 
tre of a vast urban sprawL Sev- 
enteen years ago, in a municipal 
ballot with a tiny turnout, Los 
Angeles County voters ap- 
proved a special tax increase to 
pay for an ambitious commuter 
rail network with the subway at 
its heart, urged on by a coalition 
of businesses, unions, and civic 
boosters of all types. 

But several years into con- 
struction, the project seems in 
danger of becoming a sick joke. 
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Tlmnddngimo LAs unstable soil 

has opened sink-holes under 
Hollywood Boulevard and 
drained canyon streams in the 
Hollywood Hills. The federal 
government is balking at pro- 
viding matching funds, amid 
charges that a vast and corrupt 
municipal pork-barrel is at 
work. 

TWo construction workers 
died this year, as work contin- 
ues on the next stage, tunneling 
north to Hollywood and Uni- 
versal Studios. In a telling 
metaphor, the city’s Mass Tran- 
sit Authority is now taking de- 
livery of 74 pricey Italian-made 
subway cars, most of which will 
sit idle until more new stations 
are completed early next cen- 
tury. The MTA was without a 
chief executive for six months 
this year after its former boss 
resisted under fire. 

“In the real world, a red 
light would go on somewhere, 
but this is not the real world, this 
is politics,” said Peter Gordon, 
a professor of urban planning 
at the University of Southern 
California. “Ii has to slop some- 
where. It has to crash under its 
own weight.” 

Los Angeles was once fa- 
mously described as 100 suburbs 
in search of a dty. The subway 
is read as yet another attempt 
to give Los Angeles a beating 
heart, to satisfy Tinsel town’s 
cosmopolitan cravings to be a 
real dty with an underground 
like London or New York. 

The political tide, however, is 
running in a devolutionaiy di- 
rection. There are rumblings of 
revolt from the San Fernando 
Valley, LAs north-western sub- 
urb, which would like to secede, 
and demands for the break-up 
of the vast bureaucracy of the 
LA schools system. Few public 
officials are Openly calling for the 
subway to be abandoned, but its 


New right 
takes a grip 
on Norway 


bnre Karacs 
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There is a distinct Eighties feel- 
ing about Oslo, down to an im- 
itation Docklands near the 
centre, thronged by cardboard 
cut-out yuppies on mountain 
bikes. The buildings are brand 
new and tall mattfamg the prices 
in the chic boutiques inside. 

It is boomtime in Norway, and 
Norwegians are trying hard to live 
up to, and show off. their wealth. 
But as old-fashioned egalitari- 
anism is gradually engulfed by a 
“loadsamoney" ethos, a mean- 
spirited attitude is also creeping 
into the national pysche. 

In next Monday's general 
elections, an unprecedented 
proportion of Norwegians are 
expected to cast their votes for 
a party trumpeting a brand of 
nationalism not unlike that of 
Jean-Marie Le Pen. The mis- 
named Progress Party, which as- 
tonished everybody four years 
ago by winning 63 per cent, was 
the choice of one out of four 
voters in some recent polls. 
The latest poll rating is 17 per 
cent, still enough to make it the 
second-biggest party after 
Labour in the next parliament, 
and a possible building block in 
a right-wing coalition. Not bad 
for a party once derided as a 
one-man show, the fan club of 
the remarkable Carl I Hagen. 

Mr Hagen is a S4-year old lib- 
ertarian, a gifted speaker who 
for 20 years has been no more 
than a fringe source of amuse- 
ment on the fringes of politics. 
Law and order, he once sug- 
gested, could be secured by 
packing criminals off to the bar- 
ren Arctic island of Svalbard. 

His favourite whipping boys 
these days are people who do 
not speak proper Norwegian. 
These include the Sami (Lapp) 
minority, who, Mr Hagen ar- 
gued during the campaign, 
should not be taught their own 
language at the state's expense. 

Although there are very few 
foreigners indeed in Norway, Mr 


Hagen is deeply worried about 
them. “We advocate a fairly re- 
strictive immigration policy." 
says Mortea Hoeglund, a senior 
Progress Party adviser. “In that 
sense we are similar to Lc Pen.” 

The xenophobia is served up. 
however, with a distinctly Nor- 
wegian flavour. While Mr Hagen 
preaches Thatchcrile economics, 
including lax cuts all around, he 
manages to come through as the 
defender, not the enemy, of 
Norway’s welfare state. 

“We do not have to behave 
as if we were ihe poorest coun- 
try in Europe when it comes to 
necessary services for our citi- 
zens," he told journalists this 
week. “There are a lot or ordi- 
nary people in Norway, partic- 
ularly old people, who are fed 
up with hearing, aga in and again 
that we are one of the richest 
countries, bul the Finance Min- 
istcrsays we have to save mon- 
ey for foture pensioners.” 

The poorest they are cer- 
tainly not. Norway is awash with 
ofl money, and the country has 
been running a budget surplus 
for three years. The economy is 
m danger of overheating. Un- 
employment is under 4 per cent: 
property prices are exploding. 

The Labour Prime Minister. 
Tnorbjocm Jaglund. savs the 
surplus must be saved fur a raim 
aay. so that pensioners of the fu- 
ture can be paid when there is 
no more oil and gas loft. The 
Progress Parly, and many Nor- 
wegians, want a hit more jam to- 
day We are (he new caretakers 
of the working class. ' proclaims 
Mr Hoeglund. “Labour have 
deserted the welfare stale." 

Labour are expected to win 
jooiit j 7 per cem of the vole on 
Monday, the same us lour years 
ago. Depending on how the 
smaller left-wing parlies do. 
jual may mu be enough to 

■mi™- a S OVL 'mmeni. However 
silly it might huve seemed only 

nr\t u £o. Ihe prospeti 

pi Mr Hagen coming to power 
ls no > on !jer inconceivable. 
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most ardent supporters have 
been licking their wounds of bite. 

Local commentators have 
aired the idea of simply finish- 
ing up existing construction, 
and then taking stock. Mayor 
Richard Riordan. for one, now- 
puts his faith in buses. They arc 
“the backbone of the tra im- 
portation system, and they're 
going to be for many decades 
to come." he said recently. 

A major complaint against 
the subway is that it has swal- 
lowed available funds for LA's 
under-serviced bus system. 
When the freeways cracked in 
the 1994 earthquake, it was 
blandly predicted that com- 
muting Angelenos would final- 
ly see the virtue of commuter 
rail. On the contrary, the roads 
were repaired with astonishing 
speed, and life rapidly returned 
to normal. 

Tb the south in San Diego, re- 
searchers arc testing how to au- 
tomate freeways with remote- 
controlled cars, rather than re- 
place them. 

Tb descend into the subway 
on a 90-degree September 
afternoon, from a city that has 
not seen rain in 200 days, is to 
enter another world 

At Union Station, there are 
polished granite benches, and 
pastel floor tiles. A scattering 
of passengers seem to move 
without any particular huny. 

At Pershing Square, there arc- 
six sets of grand grey double 
staircases, virtually untrodden. 
There are airy vaulted ceilings, 
with new-age neon lights, and 
strangest of all, not a poster in 
sight, in the trains or the sta- 
tions. Cool and dark and qui- 
et, it is far removed from Los 
Angeles. For one thing, cell 
phones don’t work. The joumev 
takes aboul 15 minutes. Now. 
if you could get your car on one 
of these things ... 
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Palestinians 

need a break, 
says Albright 


Patrick Codkbum 

Ramallah 

The US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright called on Is- 
rael yesterday to take a “time- 
out" from settlement activity 
and other unilateral actions 
that have angered Palestini- 
ans. 

“Israel should refrain from 
unilateral acts including what 
Palestinians perceive as the 
provocative expansion of set- 
tlements, land confiscation, 
home demolitions, and confis- 
cation of IDs," she told Israeli 
high school students. 

“We believe that a time-out 
from these kind of unilater al ac- 
tions will create a climate in 
which an accelerated approach 
can succeed in achieving a final 
Israe ti-PaJestin ian peace agree- 
ment," Mrs Albright said in 
comments certain to anger Is- 
rael's right-wing government. 

Earlier, Palestinians listened 
with disappointment to the to- 
tal priority given by Mrs Al- 
bright to Israeli security in her 
\ three-hour talks with Yasser 
(Arafat, the Palestinian leader. 

“Wfe have got agreement that 
terrorists are terrible, bat not yet 
on the best way to get the 
peace process back on track." 
Mrs Albright said at a joint press 
conference with Mr Arafat 
Saeb Erekat, the chief Pales- 
tinian negotiator, said; "The gap 
between us and the Israeli gov- 
ernment is as wide as ever." 

The duet from Mrs Albright 
and Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli prime minister, about 
dealing with “terrorism" - and 
regarding the expansion of Is- 
raeli settlements and demolition 
of Palestinian houses on the 
West Bank as peripheral - was 
interrupted by Leah Rabin, the 
widow of Yitzhak Rabin, the Is- 
raeli prime minister assassinat- 
ed in 1995. 

“I have doubts about bow 
much terrorism can be uproot- 
ed" she told Israeli radio before 
seeing Mrs Albright. “We were 
also terrorists once and they 
didn't uproot us and we went on 
dealing in terrorist activities. 
Despite all the efforts of the 
British army in the land we went 
on with terrorism." 



Ybsser Arafat stalemate over 
the peace process 

Mrs Rabin was referring pri- 
marily to the campaign of the 
Irgun, led by Menachim Begin, 
which waged guerrilla war 
against British forces in Pales- 
tine in the 1940s. Mr Begin lat- 
er became prime minister of 
Israel and leader of the 1 iiniri 
party which is now headed by 
Mr Netanyahu. Asked if the lat- 
ter wanted peace Mrs Rabin 
said: "Allow me to express 
doubt. He does everything 
against it." 

One concession to Palestin- 
ian grievances came over the is- 
sue of £66 million tax revenues 
collected by Israel for the Pales- 
tinian Authority and withheld 
since the suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem on 30 July. Mrs Al- 
bright said it was “beyond her 
understanding how withholding 
money was a security issue". Mr 
Netanyahu said be was waiting 
to see action by Mr Arafat be- 
fore handing over the money. 

Most of the Palestinian de- 
mands concern Israel imple- 
menting the Interim Agreement 
signed in 1995 under which it 
pledged to end the occupation 
of most of the West Bank. They 
also want an end to the present 
closure of Palestinian towns 
and villages isolated by Israeli 
checkpoints. Israel wants a 
round-up of activists in Hamas, 
the Islamic militant organisa- 
tion, by Mr Arafat 

The Likud party has reacted . 
angrCy to reports that President 
Ezer Weranan told Mrs Al- 
bright “to knock heads togeth- 
er” and to askMrNetanyahuto 
implement the Interim Agree- 
ment Although officials say 


significant shorts 


Germany set to release 
last Communist leader 

A German court ruled yesterday that Egon Krenz, the last 
hardline communist leader in East Germany, could be 
released from jail pending an appeal agains t a conviction 

for manslaughter. 

Krenz was found guilty last month in connection with 
the deaths of refugees killed during Communist rule as 
they tried to flee over the Berlin will- He was jailed, 
although the verdict was not yet legally binding, because 
authorities feared he would flee. But his lawyers argued 
during yesterday’s hearing that Krenz, 60, had never failed 
to appear during his 18-montb trial, proving that there was 
no reason to suppose be would attempt to wave the 
countiy or go into hiding at this stage. Reuters — Berlin 

Kenyan reforms agreed 

Opposition and ruling party legislators in Kenya agreed 
on a series of crucial legal and constitutional reforms that 
could ease tensions ahead of elections this year. 

Some opposition legislators, however, condemned their 
negotiations as a public relations exercise by the ruling 
Kenya African National Union (Kami), and an attempt by 
President Daniel arap Moi to weaken a pro-democracy 
movement. The 36 opposition and 38 Kanu legislators 
agreed to amend or repeal, within a month, 12 colonial- 
era laws that reformists say give Moi, 74, a competitive 
edge in seeking his fifth five-year term. AP - Nairobi 

US takes anti-mine stance 

The United States said ft was committed to multi-national 
talks to set up a global treaty to ban anti-personnel 
landmines, even 



airies participating m a iv-uay wmabm* tu v-™ 
ier out a draft treaty to ban the use, production 
stocks of landmines. • Routers - Oslo 

lanistan truce appeal 

iled Nations renewed an appeal for a truce in 
stan as rivals fought for control of the northern 
on capita) of Mazar-i-Sharif for a third day. Jets 
th sides made bombing runs, and opposition 
re d at least five rockets at Kabul 

3 to arm South Africa 

four more countries have entered a race to sell 
S and aircraft to South Africa, according to 
the country’s Deputy Defence Minister, 
renters and diplomats that Canada, Brazil, 

Sd Italy had joined Britain. Germany, France 
in in bidding for contracts. Reuters - Cape Town 


tiers’ Angola disgrace 

uled Nations peace-keepers accused of 






the president was quoted out of 
context, Likud is threatening to 
run a candidate against him in 
the next presidential election. 

Just why the Palestinian 
loader would find it difficult to 
start mass arrests of Hamas was 
best explained by lhe presi- 
dential troops guarding the 
gate. “Albright only talks about 
Israeli security, but each one of 
us has a brother in an Israeli 
jail," said Imad. pointing to a 
scar on his head made by an M- 
16 round in the fighting in Ra- 
mallah last September. 

Jamfl. another member of the 
presidential guard, saidhe found 

Mrs Albright’s visit humiliating _ 

and, in the long term, he ex- Talking terrorism: Benjamin Netanyahu and Madeleine Albright, wearing a gold peace dove broach given to her by Yitzhak Rabin’s widow Leah, 
pected more fighting. after their meeting yesterday in which the US Secretary of State said Israeli security was paramount Photograph: Jim Hollander / Reuters 
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Jospin says au revoir 
to Emu depression 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


What a difference three months 
makes. The French economy, 
which appeared to be sinking 
into crisis in early summer, with 
no chance of meeting the Maas- 
tricht guidelines, is enjoying a 
near-miraculous recovery. 

Officially, the French 
eminent says that it should ! 
no difficulty in approaching the 
Emu-dictated budget deficit 
ccitinc of 3 percent of gross do- 
mestic product (GDP) this year. 
Unofficially, it is estimated that 
the deficit - reported to be out 
of control in June - may even 
sink by the year’s end to 2.9 or 
2.S percent. 

The shift in the French eco- 
nomic outlook leaves only one. 
Large, outstanding Emu quarrel 
between Bonn and Paris which 
could disturb the final decisions 
on the single currency due ear- 
ly next year. The Socialist-led 
government of Lionel Jospin is 
still officially committed to Ital- 
ian. Spanish and Portuguese 
membership as a pre-condi- 
tion for French membership. 
Germany remains extremely 
doubtful on this, and about ad- 
mitting Italy in particular. 

But senior French govern- 
ment sources say that they can 
now imagine some form of com- 
promise: perhaps an agreement 



Optimistic; Lionel Jospin, the 
French Prime Minister 

that countries which foil to meet 
Maastricht targets this year could 
sE® join by the 1999 starting date, 
or just afterwards, so Jong as they 
continue to bring their public fin- 
ances under control. 

Mr Jospin’s government is 
reaping the benefit of the sud- 
den change of economic weath- 
er ia France and is even 
beginning to dahn some of the 
credit. A package of emer- 
gency spending cuts and tax ris- 
es imposed in July did help to 
close the deficit gap. But Mr 
Jospin has also baa two strokes 
of unexpectedly good luck. 

The rise in sterling, the dol- 
lar and some southern European 
currencies has boosted French 
exports and tourism receipts to 
stratospheric levels. Domestic 


demand has finally started to pick 
up. As a result, economic 
growth, which has been scatter- 
ing at around 1.5 percentfbrsev- 
en years, is expected to rise to 
2.4 per cent this year and to more 
than 3 per cent in 1998. 

There has also been a marked 
shift in the public mood, from ex- 
cessive pessimism to cautious op- 
timism. Whether this is the 
cause, or the effect, of the in- 
crease in growth is impossible to 
say. Philippe Maniwe, in the 
magazine L* Point, describes it 
as a “mystery of the collective 
{French] psyche". Abruptly, peo- 
ple are beguming to spend more 
money in restaurants and shops: 
there is also an upturn in in- 
vestment by industry. 

AD is not plain sailing. Every- 
one recognises that it will take 
months before the increased 
growth begins to eat into die high 
level of unemployment (12.4 
per cent). The US dollar and 
sterling have started to slide 
against the franc again, which 
might slow the French recovery. 

But, for the time being, the 
four apparently monumental 
conditions for French member- 
ship of Economic and Monetary 
Union, which the Socialists set 
during the election, have shrunk 

liketyexchange ratebtfween the 
dollar and the euro should no 
longer pose a problem for Paris; 


there is no need for farther cuts 
in public spending; Germany has 
ameed to a summit on unem- 
ployment and a form of words 
on political management of the 
euro zone; and some compro- 
mise may be posable on Italy. 

The one person who is doubt- 
less looking at all this in be- 
musement, and with some 
bitterness, is President Jacques 
Chirac. He was persuaded to call 
an early election partly because 
he was told that economic con- 
ditions, and the budget deficit, 
were going to get worse, before 
they took a turn for the better. 
If he had waited until next 
spring, bis centre-right coalition 
might have held on to its maj- 
ority in the national assembly. 
■ Par® (Renters) — Green- 
peace yesterday started legal ac- 
tion against Cbgema, the French 
state nuclear reprocessing com- 
pany, accusing it of dumping nu- 
dear waste info the Channel 
during operations to dean up a 
dogged discharge pipe. The en- 
vironmental group said it had 
lodged a complaint saying that 
Cogema’s La Hague plant had 
banned marine life; and it alleged 
that some 50kg of waste had 
spewed into tbe sea during work 
on the 5km pipe. Cogema insis- 
ted that other Greenpeace mea- 
surements taken earlier this year 
were invalid because samples 
were taken too dose to the pipe. 



Puffing strings: President Jacques Chirac (left) and an aide attach the ribbon of the Command er of 

on the Frenohvioflnlst Stephana Grappelli during a ceremony at the Efysee Patace yesterday Photograph. Reuters 
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US warplanes 
to jam Bosnian 
Serb broadcasts 


W 




fi 


Stewe Crawrimn 


V^shingron announced yester- 
day that it was sending three 
electro rue warfare aircraft to 
Bosnia which can /am Serb 
. risffio and t elevtsion broadcasts. 
The planes can also broadcast 
..their own programmes,, to 
counter the message of hardline 
ffib safeh Serbs. - - < ■ 
■L^The doa’t-mess-witfr-us ap- 
proach is intended abovbaH to 
prevent supporters of Radovan 
Karadzic from sabotaging the 
Dayton peace accords. 

A Pentagon spokesman said 
that tbe aircraft were being 
deployed “in response to the 
persistent pattern of vehement 
rhetoric and incitement to vio- 
lence being broadcast by Serb 
radio and television”. 

Hie Americans are unhappy 
that supporters of Mr Karadz- 
ic, wanted ai The Hague as a war 
criminal, have fafled to keep an 
agreement to soften their attacks 
on the Bosnian Serb president, 
BOjana Plavsic. Ms Plavsic’s 
own track record is less than 
rosy, but she now backs tbe Day- 
ton peace agreement and is 
therefore backed by Naio. 

Control of the media has 
been a crucial issue since the be- 
ginning of die Balkan wars six 
years ago. Inflammatory tele- 
vision propaganda at that time 
stoked tbe aggression and fears 
of communities who had until 
then lived peaceably together. 

The supporters of Mr 
Karadzic have remained defiant 


even after the Dayton accords 
were signed two years ago. Ear- 
lier this week, they called for a 
boycott of elections to be held 
this weekend, though tbey lat- 
er withdrew that call. On Mon- 
day, British and US troops in 
Bosnia prevented supporters 
of Mr Karadzic from gathering 
in flic town of Banja Luka, to the 
fury of the pro-Karadzic Serbs, 
who called for their supporters 
to go to Banja Luka “to liber- 
ate their leaders’”. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, one of 
Mr Karadzic’ s senior aides, had 
to surrender his bodyguards to 
Nato protection and himself flee 
Banja Luka under a hail of 
stones from Karadzic opponents. 
• The EC- 130 planes, each 
manned by a crew of 11. arc leav- 
ing their base in Harrisburg, 
Rmnsyhania in the next tw dajs. 
in order for the Special Forces 
planes to fly out from Brindisi 
over Bosnia during the elec- 
tions at the weekend. They come 
under the category of “psycho- 
logical operations,”* or^Psyops." 

The municipal elections are 
seen as crucial in the process of 
trying to rebuild Bosnia. They 
will be supervised by tbe Or- 
ganisation for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe. At least 
one international monitor will 
be stationed at each of the 
2^00 polling stations during the 
vote, and will spend Saturday 
night there. Tbe elections will 
not be certified as free and fair 
until the new local govern- 
ments are installed. 
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T ^e Chinese leader Deng Xiao- 
ping famously declared: "To get 
nchis glorious ” Since then, mil- 
lions of Chinese have taken him at his 
wo ^“- Rolls-Royces, luxurious villas, 
mobile phones. From the mega-rich to 
the merely affluent, China is foil of 
signs that capitalism is not - to put it 
mildly - officially perceived as the 
incarnation of all -evil that it used to be. 

The entrepreneur is king in pm™ 
today. Many years ago, Deng (an occa- 
sional master of the soundbite) 
declared in defence of quasi -capitalist 
practices: “It does not matter if the cat 
is black or white, as long as it catches 
mice ” That is truer than ever in Peking 
today: as long as the economy is boom- 
ing, don't ask any tricky questions 
about the how and why. Bizarrety, 
however, Chinese officialdom insists 
that the cat (black or white) should be 
classified as a dog. 

What seems on the face of it to be a 
partly capitalist economy is- claimed 
not to be capitalist at alL It is merely a 
socialist economy “with Chin ese char- 
acteristics". This is one of a series of 
unusual classifications that Commu- 
nists have indulged in over the years. 
“War is Peace. Freedom is Slaveiy. 
Ignorance is Strength.” George Orwell 
• imagined it. The Chinese Communist 
Party continues to make it real. In the 
I™ Soviet Union in the Brezhnev era, all 
problems were due to the fact that Com- 
munism had not yet arrived. A version 


of 1 "developed sodafisaT' was all that the 
country had achieved so far. As our 
Peking correspondent notes on page 11, 
similar semantic games have repeatedly 
been played in China. If anything 
remains imperfect in Grina today, this 
is merely because China is still in the 
throes of “the primary stage of social- 
ism 77 (which may last for. another 100 
years or so), rather than the utopian 
Communism that will come along in due 
course. If there seems to be a slight con- 
tradiction between the go-getting excite- 
ment about money-making, on the one 
hand, and the declared belief in Com- 
munism, on the other, this can quickly 
be resolved by reference to “socialism 
with Chinese characteristics”. 

Butailthe semantic curiosities fail to 
mask the very real difficulties that the 
Chinese regime still faces. Indeed, tire 
use of such Orwellian phrases empha- 
sises the contradictions and tensions 
that remain - between a partly liberal 
economy, on the one ha n d, and dis- 
tinctly u nliberaj politics, on the other. 

In many respects, China today is a 
freely entrepreneurial society. The 
Chinese are allowed, even encour- 
aged, to go out and enrich themselves. 
Where the Soviet Union remained 
wary to the very last of successful busi- 
ness people, China has embraced both 
foreign and Chinese tycoons as poten- 
tial saviours. 

But the Communist Party remains a 
power in the land, alongside the entre- 
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preneurs. Often, indeed, it controls 
them. It sometimes seems that this is 
a workable partnership. The experience 
of the years since the massacre in. 
Tiananmen Square in 1989 shows that 
there need be no contradiction between 
political repression on the one hand, 
and economic boom on the other. 
China’s economy has performed far 
better than many much more liberal 
regimes elsewhere in the world. 
Growth has affected not just, the very 
rich, but has also raised the average 
standard of living for those at the bot- 
tom of the heap. 

Given such success, and the apparent 


strength of the party itself, there seems 
to be no obvious reason why one-party 
rule should ever come to an end. After 
ail, as we are seeing again the week, the 
Communist Party is perfectly able to 
reinvent itself, and its dogmas. The 
economy has already moved from 
Marxism-Leninism to Manrism-Lenin- 
ism-Maoism, and to Manrism-Lenin- 
ism-Maoism-Dengism. It could become 
one of the great political congas of all 
time, with yet more names being added 
to tbe wriggling line every few years, and 
each name in the pantheon merely 
interpreting the same fundamental 
truths for their generation. 


Cbnnmmist Party leaders have made 
it dear that they see no reason why the 

prdfti ral fun damentals of the system 

should change. They still want to be 
able to lock up anybody who says the 
wrong tiling - whatever that happens 
to be on any given day. Quite apart 
from the strength of the economy, 
there are other reasons why this may 
seem unlikely to change. China has 
long lived with a lack of democracy. 
Even now. there is little obvious pres- 
sure for radical change. People in the 
cities and countryside alike are more 
interested in talking about how to 
make money than talking about poli- 
tics - even behind dosed doors. If the 
economy continues to grow, China 
may be eager to demonstrate its 
national political and military muscle 
on the regional stage, which would also 
help to ensure unity at home. 

The pressures of Tiananmen Square 
are, however, not forgotten. Even offi- 
cials say that if the subject were stirred 
up, it would still be explosive. More 
immediately relevant is that it seems 
impossible that all economic change - 
including the wide-ranging privatisation 
of industry that is being proposed at 
this week’s Communist Party Con- 
gress - can take place without pain. 
Char min gly, the offidal line insists 
that this is not realty privatisation at all 
(that would be “simple-minded’’). But 
privatisation by any other name is just 
as painfuL Job losses tend to be accom- 


panied bv dissatisfaction with the polit- 
ical masters who have imposed the 
pain. Such dissatisfaction is difficult for 
the authorities to ride out, if they do 
not have the political legitimacy that 
comes with electoral consent. Spo- 
radic strikes in China could easuy 
grow. All of which means that Com- 
munist power is not necessarily eternal 
Unthinkable though it now seems, the 
conga may eventually end. And then, 
many things will be called by their real 
names. 

Welcome to the 
tolerant society 

A minister of the Crown comes out as 
a lesbian, and scarcely a head turns. 
But “Nation Mildly Intrigued" is good 
news. Last week the pukka commentary 
on Diana's funeral referred in passing 
to Elton John's partner as be arrived at 
the Abbey. As Angela Eagle rightty 
observed.' attitudes have c hanged - 
certainly since the hostility stirred by 
Maureen Coiquhoun, the first “out" 
lesbian MP, in the Seventies. For us, the 
stoiy is as much the reality of accep- 
tance as the coming-out itself - inter- 
esting though it naturally is when we 
learn something we didn’t know about 
a public figure. Another small step 
towards a modem, tolerant society. 
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Worries south 
of the border 
as Scots vote 

Sir: The current focus on the 
Scottish and Welsh devolution 
. debates highlights the ambivalent 
•feelings many of us in the North 
'' w have towards our “Englishness". 
From the times of the initial 

■ Anglo-Saxon settlements, through 
the Danelaw and onwards, the 
people of northern England have 
often had more in common with 
the Scots than with their southern 
compatriots. More important than 

:• | historical variations of dialect, 

- - [ place-names and so on, are tbe 

■ | profound differences in the type of 

.• society we wish to live in. 

•- As m Scotland, throughout the 
• | 1980s people here overwhelmingly 

i rejected the selfish, individualist 
! ethos of Thatcherism. The political 
. i colour map clearly showed the very 
! different concents of these two, 

■ | separate Britains. Hades unionism 
; and friendly societies are hardly the 

. J i natural bedfellows of “Essex man". 

; Many of us will be hoping our turn 
: will come. 

STAFFORD HJGGINBOTTOM 
School of Biological Sciences 
Manchester University 

Sir: To assert, as David \Wlker does 
(“Why the Scots need the English”, 
September) that “everything to 
v • -TOo with being Scottish is about not 
being English” is a gross 
exaggeration. 

‘ , Scots do oot nowadays “keep 
singing about buls and bens and 
glens”, at least not as often as Mr 
Whlkcr seems to thin k. 

Many Scots have sought careers 
in England, but not by any means 
ail of those mentioned by Mr 
Walker have done so. and it is 
questionable whether those that 
did would hove said that they bad 
“had to make it in London”. David 
Hume did indeed visit London on 
several occasions but said that “tbe 
little Company, there, that is worth 
conversing with, are cold and 
unsociable or are warm’d only by 
Faction and Cabal”, and that “that 
nation are relapsing fast into the 
deepest Stupidity, Christianity and 
Ignorance”. Bui in Paris, “a man ■ 

ihal distinguishes himself in 

Letters, meets immediately with 
Regard and Audition". 

Robert Louis Stevenson did not 
like late Calvinist Edinburgh, but 
.spent more lime in France, 
^America and Samoa than in 

! ^Jmnes Boswell did eventually 
i attempt, unsuccessfully, to make a 

i living at the English Bar. However, 

1 his encounters with Dr Johnson 
j occurred during visits tc *^?" don 
' ! while he was practising at the 

■I ^Hanry Lauder s songs contained 
I a aood cleal of tartan ... 

j Semality. but nether of hun 

! norofLewisGrassicG^on.nor 

. | of many other modem 
1 Writers could it reasonably be sara 

j Sarblamingandbemcmingtte 
I English is an oid and much-loved 

j ROBERT L C HUNTER 
.{ Imvmric, Gnmpian 

\ Union rights for 
the clergy 

• quite unfounded. 
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on Monday. Our agenda for the 
future dovetails with the new 
government and the TUC by being 
positive about individual rights and 
responsibilities. 

Ybu have confused the issue of 
the rights of an individual to 
professional representation in the 
rapidly changing and highly 
stressful worid of work with a 
claim, which your editorial 
invented, of MSF bargaining rights 
for all clergy. 

We do not claim to speak for 
non-members, of MSF. It is 
individual rights which are at the 
heart of this debate. And on this . . 
MSF, the TUC the Government* 
the Archbishop and most 
reasonable employers are united. 

T therefore unreservedly 
welcome Lambeth Palace's 
announcement of a review of their 
recognition arrangements for 
cleigy. 

ROGER LYONS 
General Secretary 

MSF 

London EC1 

Call of sea 
transport 

Sir: The recent discussion about 
traffic has been concerned, for the 
most part, with the need to reduce 
ingestion and pollution caused by 
, uad users. Improvements in 
internal combustion engines can 
reduce pollution and will also 

reduce energy consumption. 

Nevertheless they wffl depend for 
the foreseeable future on fosal 

fuels. - 

Transport tty water is more . 
efficient than all alternatives except 
pipeline in terms of energy 
consumed per tonne-kfiometre: 


compared with pipeline, water 
transport consumes about 2A times 
as much energy, rail 4 times, road 
17 rimes and air 94 times. 

In the 18th century nearly all . 
freight was carried by water. 
Coastal shipping connected all 
major cities and estuaries; rivers 
and canals connected ports, inland 
towns, natural resources such as 
coal, china day and ores, and newly 
developing industrial areas. 

- Nineteenth century railways and 
20th century road transport have 
eliminated nearly all of this traffic. 
Most surviving canals have had no 
development for over 150 years and 
are now used mainly for leisure. 
The cost of improving and 
maintaining them for commercial 
trafficwould be very high. 

Nevertheless the most useful 
waterway survives; it is our sea, 
which is within 90km or so of ail 
parts of the UK and connects with 
the rest of the world. 

A policy for integrated transport 
sbouldindude a study of 
development of coastal freight 
traffic into estuaries and provision 
of land links with estuarial ports; 
these links are likety to be by 
railway. In the meantime, new 
structures that might inhibil such 
developments, such as low bridges 
across waterways and over- 
development of port areas, should 
be prevented. 

DONALD McDOWELL 
Chairman 

permanent International 
Association of Navigation 
Congresses 

British National Committee 
London SW1 


Dire predicament 
of celebrities 

Sir Anne Heneman writes, in her 
piece (11 September) about the 
heat-seeking novelist Martin Amis 
complaining about the heat, _ 
“There are no easy answers in a 
celebrity-crazed world in which 
fame and publicity axe inextricably 
intertwined”. 

I agree, but would add that it is 
more pertinently fame and success 
which are intertwined and as long as 
the media are content to passively 
create coverage based on the 
relentless lobbying of expensive 
publicists, rather than dig gin g for 
themselves for the real work being 
made, this lamentable “celebrity* 
crazed” state of affairs will continue. 

Does this complaint entitle me 
to mention that my records can be 
bought direct online at www. 
knopfler.com? 

DAVID KNOPFLER 
Uss, Hampshire 


Cycling through 
the forest 

Sin Asa cyclist and a 
conservationist I welcome cyclists 
to the beautiful Forest of Dean. 
Not all Forest residents share the 
short-sighted and parochial view 
expressed in your artide “Cyclists 
ride into astonn over journey to 
forest” (8 September). 

Whereas 1 support the campaign 
for direct cyde routes between 
communities, 1 also congratulate 


Fbrest Enterprise on the excellent 
work they have done to date. Tbe 
cycleways help to preserve tbe 
historic railway and tramroad 
routes over which they are laid. 
They also encourage people to visit 
and explore the Forest and bring 
their children to a place where they 
can develop a cycling habit in 
comparative safety. 

I hope that in time better links 
can be developed to the National 
Cyde ThtiL which goes through 
Chepstow, thereby encouraging 
people to cycle to and from the 
Forest. 1 also hope that the rail 
companies will change their 
policies and allow more than two 
bikes per train. 

Not only does the Fbrest 
economy need tourism, 
environmentalists throughout tbe 
Country are campaigning for more 
people to use bikes.. Surety this is 
not the time to be discouraging 
cycling. 

GS1NDREY 
Coleford, Gloucestershire 

Sir. Randeep Ramesb reports on 
cyclists travelling to the Forest of 
Dean by car . He states that an 
alternative is to travel by train to 
Chepstow. Tbday I have tried to 
book places for four bikes on the 
train from Chepstow to 
Birmingham. Sooth Whies and 
West Rail inform me that only two 
places for bikes can be reserved on 
each train. So tbe problem is not 
that “many cydists see rail travel as 
old fashioned”, but the absence of a 
service. 

FREDABBATT 
Cowling, Bfesr Yorkshire 
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Republic without 
a figurehead 

Sin Based on the common 
misapprehension that republics 
need presidents, Donald Foreman 
and Gordon Medcalf (letters, 1 0 
September) quote thechanceilorial 
horrors of pre-war Germany and 
the presidential misfortunes of the 
USA as arguments against 
abolishing the British monarchy. 

But why would a people in their 
right senses wish to follow flawed 
models rather than learning from 
their own experience? The first 
time Britain was a republic (from 
1649 lo 1653) we did without a 
head of state until Oliver Cromwell 
became “king in all but name” from 
1653 until his death in 1658, paving 
the way for the subsequent 
restoration of monarchy. 

Over 300 years later, the UK's 
recently elected government has 
begun a huge, long-overdue project 
of constitutional reform. As people 
preparing at last to assume the foil 
mantle of citizenship, we should 
surely be debating, not assuming, 
whether there is any place for any 
kind of head of state in our future 
governance. 

SPENCER HAGARD 
Cambridge 


William’s choice 

Sir Jeffeiy Green (letter. 8 
September) says that Prince 
William is “the only publidy 
acceptable candidate'* to be our 
next monarch. Is there any evidence 
at all that the young prince would 
want to do his father the injury of 
sipplanting Him in such a way? 
ALICE RJST 
London N4 
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Europe must lead 
in Middle East 

Sin Patrick Cockbum (“Come, let 
us reason together", 10 September) 
provides a compelling reason for 
the European Union to dissociate 
itself from the US Middle East 
policy and to forge its own distinct 
path. 

Oslo was built on “constructive 
ambiguity", predicated on mutual 
goodwill and the political danger of 
stating the end goal. Goodwill was 
lacking since Labour initiated the 
most intensive phase of settlement 
of the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem since 1967, dearly 
intended to foredose the chance of 
Palestinian sovereignty over an 
integral territory, thus rendering 
the process meaningless for 
Palestinians. Hamas used violence 
to destroy a bankrupt process, and 
the US supports Israel for domestic 
reasons. 

The EU must now dedde 
whether to support a process that 
cannot lead to peace or stability, 
and which will profoundly damage 
its own Mediterranean interests, or 
whether to articulate a fresh 
approach, the outcome it seeks, 
and the principles of international 
law that must necessarily underpin 
that road and outcome. 

Both protagonists require a 
coherent and viable sovereign state 
and both require mutual security 
arrangements, internationally 
guaranteed. That means a 
separation of the two communities, 
not as at present under 
circumstances of Israel’s apartheid 
system, but territorially separate. 
DAVID McDOWALL 
Richmond, Surrey 


When the people 
take power 

Sir. People power is certainty not 
mob rule. It is what you get when a 
sufficient number of people feel 
that institutionswhidi they thought 
were there to represent them and 
articulate their wishes are not 
responding, and maybe not even 
listening. 

Like Peter EveraU (letter. 10 
September), I also thought we lived 
in a parliamemaiy democracy, but 
public interest in the role and 
reform of the monarchy did not 
spring suddenly on to the public 
stage for the first time at the 
beginning of last week; and with the 
honourable exception of a few 
MPs, Parliament’s interest in the 
subject has been just about nil in 
recent years. 

LEONARD BOYES 
Polegate, 

East Sussex 

Sin The difference between mob 
rule and people power is one 
million or more bunches of flowers. 
MARGARET MACKI 
London WE 


Victorian flag 

Sin I read in the Dictionary of 
National Biography that when King 

William IV died the servants of his 
widow, Queen Adelaide, naturally 
flew the Royal Standard at half 
roast at Windsor, where she was 
living. The new Queen. Victoria, 
paid an immediate dutiful visit to 
her mourning aunt. The servants, 
correctly according to protocol 
prepared to raise the flag mast- 
high. since the reigning monarch 
was present in her own palace. The 
Queen, out of respect, forbade this 
and insisted on the flag remaining 
at half mast throughout her visit. 
JOHN LIVINGSTONE 
Biarritz. France 
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Can the 
Irish 
puzzle 
finally 
be 

solved? 
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The historic multi-party talks in Northern 
Ireland are set to take place next Monday. 
David McKittrick lodes at what the divided 
communities of Ulster hope to achieve in these 
negotiations, and what they stall fear 


N orthern nationalists are 
divided into two distinct parts: 
the constitutionalists who 
oppose violence and the republicans 
who have used it or approved of it. 
Both sets regard the talks as a 
promising opportunity to advance 
their objectives. 

Practically all constitutional 
nationalists vote for John Hume's 
SDLP, which regularly collects well 
over half the voles cast by Catholics. 
It thus speaks for the Catholic 
middle class and much of the working 
class. 

The people it represents basically 
want peace, a more equal Northern 
Ireland, a recognition of their Irish- 
ness and the opportunity to advance 
towards a united Ireland - or rather, 
in Mr Hume's often-repeated phrase, 
an agreed Ireland. 

To generalise: they regard them- 
selves as a community gradually 
emerging from a history of ami- 
CathoLic discrimination, not yet living 
in a completely fair society. On one 
level they regard themselves as 
having become empowered socially, 
politically, economically and 
numerically. 

Catholics and nationalists have 
moved up the social and economic 
ladder as avenues of employment 
which were once closed gradually 
opened to them. Making advances 
which would have seemed incon- 
ceivable a few decades ago, they now 
for example occupy many key posts 
in the public sector. 

Politically, in John Hume and 
Gerry Adams they have internation- 
ally known leaders. Numerically, 
they have increased from one-lhiid 
to at least 43 per cent Their fortunes 
have thus been transformed since 
their pre- 1 969 days of dolefully impo- 
tent isolation. 

Yet there are still burrs under the 
saddle. Some businesses and some 


F ew in Northern Ireland, after 

seeing the energy devoted by Tony 
Blair to making progress on the 
peace process, doubt that Labour 
is determined to press ahead with 
what could be the most important talks for 
decades. 

The talks are to open in Belfast on 
Monday amid uncertainty and controversy 
over whether Sinn Fein should be admitted 
and whether the Ulster Unionists will attend. 
There will inevitably be much turbulence in 
the weeks ahead, but almost everyone 
expects that they will eventually get down to 
business. 

It could all run into the sand, as have so 
many initiatives over the course of The 
Troubles, but it could also be the beginning 
of a whole new era. 

If the negotiations develop momentum, 
much will depend on the personalities and 


skills of the politicians and diplomats 
involved. 

But much will also depend on the state of 
opinion in the two communities, which are 
separated by such a vast gulf in the way they 
look at the world. One example of this, seen 
just this week, was the opinion poll finding 
that while two-thirds of Catholics think the 
IRA ceasefire will hold, only one Protestant 
in 10 agrees with them. And to quote just 
one other example of the stark difference in 
attitudes: S7 per cent of Catholics disapprove 
of plastic bullets, while 86 per cent of 
Protestants approve of (hem. 

Clearly, compromise is vital if the talks are 
to succeed or even make substantial 
progress. An examination of the current state 
of opinion within the two communities may 
shed light on how far their political 
representatives may feel able to go in the 
negotiations ahead. 
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Irish nationalists 

districts remain dosed to them. Some 
institutions, notably the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary, continue for whatever 
reasons to have a predominantly 
Protestant complexion. 

SDLP supporters thus look to 
talks as an opportunity to consolidate 
their advances and if possible build 
upon them. In anything that emerges 
from talks they will be looking for 
more moves towards equality and 
more guarantees of their civfl rights; 
they will also want to ensure that no 
new obstacles -are erected towards 
Irish unity in the longer term. 

A Catholic Lawyer summarised: 
“This place is over 40 per cent 
Catholic which means it's over 40 per 
cent nationalist, which means it's over 
40 per cent Irish. I want to see the 
British acknowledging that, and it 
would be nice if we could get Union- 
ists acknowledging it too. 

The general sense among consti- 
tutional nationalists is that they have 
potentially much to gain from talks, 
and little enough to fear. Confi- 
dence in John Hume is high, while 
the continuing involvement of Dublin 
and Washington acts as additional 
reassurance that their interests wiD be 
looked after. 

As for the people of the south, they 
have a similar though not q uite iden- 
tical instinct to that of northern 
nationalists. People there want to see 
a fair deal in the north, though most 
of all they want stability and a final 
end to the violence. Irish unity 
remains the longer-term aspiration. 

The hardest-line nationalists are of 
course Sinn Fein and the IRA. With 
the Sinn Fein vote having increased 
by leaps and bounds, most recently 
to 17 per cent, it is plain that Gerry 
Adams is selling something which 
more and more nationalist voters 
wish to buy. 

The vital test of his leadership will 
come, some time in the next few 


Ulster Unionists 


years, when it is seen whether he 
brings his supporters towards settling, 
in the meantime at least, for some- 
thing less than their cherished goal 
of a united Ireland. Sinn Fein lead- 
ers talk often of a united Ireland but 
they also from time to time use 
phrases such as “interim settlement". 

Sinn Fein's constituency consists in 
large part of the urban dispossessed 
who live in the poorest parts of 
Belfast, Londonderry and elsewhere 
and who have largely missed out on 
the betterment enjoyed by the 
Catholic middle class and upper 
working class. 

While more Catholics are in work, 
often in good jobs, ghetto unem- 
ployment remains high. Parts of west 
and north Belfast, for example, have 
high levels of joblessness, par ami li- 
tiuy involvement and resulting secu- 
rity force attentions, together with 
general deprivation and alienation. 

The product has been tightly knit 
hyper-politicised local communities 
which find political expression in 
Sinn Fein and, often, in the IRA. 
Extremism is common enough here, 
but so too are high levels of prag- 
matic realism. 

As the troubles dragged on. it 
became evident to a majority there 
that ERA guns and bombs were not 
going to bring about British with- 
drawal and a united Ireland There 
is a sober recognition that talks will 
not accomplish what terrorism could 
not, and it is difficult to find anyone 
who believes a united Ireland lies at 
the end of these talks. 

What is important to them, how- 
ever. is that something tangible 
should emerge from the talks on two 
fronts: first, m terms of the inclusion 
of republicans in any new political 
and economic arrangements, and 
second, an assurance that the road to 
eventual Irish unity will not be 
blocked. 


and the SDLP, the picture on the Protes- 
tant side is much more fractured and con- 
fused The spread of opinion was vividly 
illustrated in last year’s forum elections m 
which David Trimble’s Ulster Unionists: 
took 46 per cent of the Unionist vote. Forty - 
three per cent went to the Rev Ian Paisley ; 
and his close associate Robert McCartney, 
while 10 per cent went to the two loyalist; 
parties which have paramilitary links. 

Mr Paisley and Mr McCartney are anti- 
talks; the loyalists are pro-ialks: the Ulster 
Unionists are taking months to make up : 
their minds. Outside the strictly political' 
sphere, senior business and church do-: 
ments very much favour negotiation. But 
grassroots Protestants, according to the 
opinion polls and anecdotal evidence, seem . 
markedly in favour of dialogue, with more; 
than half of Ulster Unionist supporters' 
actually urging face-to-face talks be l wee ^ 
their leaders and Sinn Fein. A much larger®- 
majority baulks at face-to-face meetings but, 
still wants participation in talks. i 

This is new. Unionists have traditionally! 
been suspicious of dialogue and negotiation , j 
even with constitutional nationalists. Finding, 
now that they want their leaders to go eye-: 
ball-to-eyeball with Gerry Adams is a com-; 
plete departure. Many, probably most., 
Unionist politicians tend however, to take; 
a different view. They look at the talks lineup, 
note that Unionists will be up against thci 
SDLP, Sinn Fein and the Dublin government.; 
and conclude that the talks arc unlikely to' 
produce a result that would strengthen the : 
union with Britain and the Protestant cause., 
But the prevailing sentiments in the. 
Protestant community seem to be that the 
ceasefires are there to be built on, that if. 
the parties don't talk. London and Dublin ' 
will get together and assemble a package, 
anyway, and that the best way to represent. 
Unionist interests is to be at the table. Th^pt 
is a quite startling change of perspective foi ( ’ 
a community which has lost much political - 
power over recent decades and watched its) 
once-qorafortable majority in the caunuyi 
slipping away. Its people have lacked a dear ; 
goal to aim for and the chances of forging! 
stronger links with Britain seem remote, j 
The peace process began as a nationalist , 

S hcnomenon, arising from activity within I 
inn Fein, the SDLP and Dublin. But its) 
emphasis on dialogue appears to have 
crossed the political divide and taken root 
within Unionism. The potential Paisley 
influence in all this should not, however, be 
underestimated. Although more and more 
voices are to be heard saying it is time to 
talk and make a new start, (here ore still 
many arguing that the ancient enemies - the 
IRA, Rome and British duplicity - remain 
as much of a menace as ever. ' 

The debate is stQl going on. “I just don't 
believe there could be a pro-union outcome 
from these negotiations," said one Unionist. 
“We need to be in there,” said another, 
“because if you're not in you can’t win. I just 
think it's time to go in and face down Adams ! 
and Sinn Fein.” Paractoxkxdly, i! is the former I 
paramili tarns, many of whom have been to j 
jail for loyalist terrorist offences, who privately 
most favour the idea of dialogue: there bf 
sense of having learned the hard way th* - 
jaw-jaw may be preferable to war-war. I 
The history of the Unionist political 
mainstream is littered with examples off 
leaders who, defying Paisleyitc wrath. - 
contemplated making a deal with national- 
ism. Nearly all who did so ended up wreck- 1 
ing their careers, while those who stayed in 
the trenches have tended to have the longest 
political lives. This time, however, a perhaps 
unprecedentedly large section of Unionist 
opinion seems to favour making a leap of ! 
the imagination and opting for talks. This I 
may, in other words, be the moment so many ! 
British ministers and Irish nationalists' 
have dreamed of for decades: the moment 
when Protestant opinion finally propels its 
representatives into making a deal. ) 


Derek’s golden silence cut through the waffle 




W hoever wrote the 
obituaries of Derek 
Taylor, the laie 
publicist for The Beatles, had 
a difficult job. How can you 
obituarise a publicist? Say that 
he did a good job? Got The 
Beatles very famous? 

Protected them from each 
other? Was good on the 
phone? 

What was mentioned 
nowhere - and why should it 
be? - was that Derek Taylor 
was responsible for the most 
electrifying bit of television 1 
have ever seen and I often 
think of the moment with 
affection and gratitude. I 
would be letting down his 
memory if I didn’t record the 
way it Happened, here and 
now; some details are a bit 
blurred now, but my memory 
still retains the correct Savour 
of the experience. 

The occasion was 
something like the first 
anniversary of the start of 
BBC2, and BBC2 had 
derided to pay tribute to itself 
by -how else? -staging a 
long, live discussion 
programme about TV the 
media, the public, the art of 
communication, etc This was 
back in the 1960s. so they 
probably talked about 
Marshall McLuban as well. 


and the global village. It was 
also the era of The Beatles, so 
although they couldn't lure a 
Beatle on to the programme, 
they bad managed to get 
Derek Taylor on - “Yes! 

We’ve got Derek Tayiorl" yew 
can imagine the assistant 
producer shouting down the 
phone in triumph. “Who the 
hell is Derek Taylor?" you can 
imagine the producer saying 
“Only The Beaties' right-hand 
man, that’s who,” says the 
assistant producer, as if he is 
being asked who John the 
Baptist is. 

Nowadays I would have to 
be paid to watch such a 
programme but in those days 
1 thought that theorising 
about communication was 
sot a waste of time, so I 
switched on the two-hour live 
discussion programme - and 
by “live’* they meant it was 
actually happening as it went 
out, whereas today by “live” 
they mean it was recorded in 
front of an audience months 
ago - and settled down to 
watch the assembled 
heavyweights hold forth. 
Thirty years on, I cannot 
remember any of them by 
name, but they were playing 
in the same league as names 
such as Hoggart and Williams 
and Milkr and Steiner. 



Miles 

Kington 

Not to put too fine 3 point 
on it, it was a dreary, semi- 
intellectual, posturing, jargon- 
ridden programme, with 
people gently fighting each 
other to get in with their 
theories, or. if they hadn’t any 
theories, fighting to get in 
with their anecdotes. The 
only exception was Derek 
Taylor. He seemed to have 
nothing to contribute to the 
discussion at all It wasn't 
quite dear whether he was 
out of his depth, or agreed 
with what everyone sad, or 
was on drugs, or what, but for 
a whole hour he said nothing 
at all. lb begin with, the 
others welcomed efts lade of 


competition, as it gave them 
all more space to talk. But the 
chairman of the programme 
finally felt his nerve crack, 
and he turned to Derek 
Taylor and said: 

“Derek, we have ranged far 
and wide over the subject of 
the media today, which is 
obviously something you are 
concerned with, but you 
haven’t said anything at all 
yet m tins first hour. Is there 
anything you want to add to 
the debate before we go into 
the second hour?” 

To which Taylor finally 
stirred and made a speech 
along the following lines: 

“Well. I would like to say 

just one thing. I have been 
listening to what you have all 
been saying for the last hour, 
and I have to say that 
although I have lived ray life 
in the media, I haven’t 
understood a single word of 
what you were talking about. 

I am not stupid but I just 
don’t know what vou are 
driving at. Now, I am sure 
there are lots of people out 
there who are listening to this 
conversation and who are 
having the same experience 
as me. They don’t know what 
you re on about They 
probably think it's their fault 
They probably think they are’ 


odd because they can't 
understand what is being said. 
So 1 think that my most 
valuable role in this 
discussion is to sit here and 
be someone they can identity 
with, someone who is as 
baffled as they are. What thev 
need on the screen is 
someone who they can see 
with their own two eyes is j US i 
as adrift as they are. Thais all 
I want to say, reallv, and 1 
don’t intend to say anythin” 
more in the programme.'' & 
And although the 
programme went on for 
another 60 minutes he didn’t 
say another thing. Not a 
thing! What a performance! 
He was worth every pvnnv of 
whatever he was paid thai 
mghL How often since then 
when people on TV’ have 
been discussing modern 
painting and rock music and 
politics and Football and the 
Booker Prize and genetics 
und all the things that brin» 
out the worst in pseudo- = 
intellectuals and indeed real 
intellectuals how often haw i 
longed for an icon of Derek 

!° W*" in corner 

oUhe screen, hs^ning and 

shakmg bis head, as if to sav 

,* ni 7- * l * s not you. It\ 
hun. It is (hey who are 
talking through their hats." 


>• ' 

;tl" 



r 








‘■MS 


* 


Tip 


AshdowTi fmds Scotland’s gamble on 

reason to forge a ^.P , t. 

strange aiiia.™ a new political culture 


O n the face of it, it's bard to 
imagine anything crazier. 

T bny B lair, the most pop- 
ular, unifying, peace-time Prime 
Minister of the century carries " 
all before him. Today's endorse- 
ment of the Scottish Parliament 
vindicates not only his party’s 
devolution policy but his own. 
rather lonely, and, in Scotland, 
originally much criticised deci- 
sion to hold a referendum in the 
first place. His intuitive : grasp of 
the public mood after the _ 

Princess of V&Ies’s death, and DOl 

his ability to speak for the coun- ay. . 
try. underline his invindbDixy. IWflCl 

His majority is huge and impreg- 
nable. His party shows scarcely y *n 

a sign of schism. And up pop® 1 Ay 

Paddy Ashdown talking about 
the desirability of coatition. Who UfiTYll 

does he think he is? ^ 

A politician st2i confident <1 

he is very much in play, is who. a 

His interview this week with s*r\TT\r 

j the New Statesman was at VAJ1J.V 

once more casual and ealeu- 4.1 _ Tr , 
lated than it looks. More uOSjr J 
casual, in that he did not mean ■ 

to drop some heavy hint that 121 ij 
he is imminently to be offered, - 

much less accept, a fistful of ODS€ 
places in a Blair Cabinet. 

More calculated in that be is WTH 
determined to drive home to 
his own party, as it prepares 
for its annual conference in 10 IlCCU 
days’ time, the merits of its 
deepening relationship with S 6 C 0 H 

Labour - a relationship which -» 

will enter a new phase next ] 3 I* 00 < 

Wednesday when senior Lib- # 

eral Democrats meet minis- rrvjj-'rl 

ters for the first time round u 

the cabinet table under the 
chairmanship of the Prime Minister. 

There were grumbles among some of Ash- 
down's MPs at Westminster when he broke it 
to them that he was accepting places on the 
new cabinet committee on constitutional 
reform. But he is entitled to boast that his strat- 
egy- all the way from his pre-election promise 
that bewould not prop up a minority Tory gov- 
ernment - has so far succeeded better than 
even he could have hoped. The arm’s-length 
alignment with Labour paid off handsomely as 
voters, backing candidates from each parly with 
cheerful anti-Tbry promiscuity, delivered Ash- 
down 46 seats. Because of Labour's landslide, 
even with this signal electoral success, the party 
doesn't have the leverage it would have liked. 
But that is precisely why it's sensible to exploit 
whatever opportunities it has, including seats 
on the new committee, to press the.Govern- 
ment into backing the one change that would 
qualitatively transform its chances: electoral 
reform for the House of Commons. It is not 
even as if the party has forgotten how to 
oppose; with an eye to the student vote, the 
Liberal Democrats will campaign this autumn 
against the Government’s introduction of stu- 
dent fees. For all these reasons, despite the 
huffing and puffing, Ashdown will have little, 
serious trouble at his conference. 

For Blair himself, it's different. He can’t see, 
from his Olympian perch, anything on the hori- 
zon which threatens the kind of parliamentary 


zoo which threatens the kind of parliamentary 
instability that would make the Liberal Demoo 
rats useful, let alone necessary. But Ashdown’s 
calculation is that Blair is looking well beyond 
the horizon. When the Prime Minister famously 
spent some of the summer before the election 
reading George Dangerfield’s Tke Strange Death 
of Liberal England, he cannot have known how 
relevant the landslide of I May 1997 would make 
iL The story of the collapse of the centre-left 


which so dominated the 1906 
parliament is imprinted on his 
. brain. The Liberal Democrats 
best placed to read Blair are con- 
vinced lhar he is obsessed by the 
need for a second, and probably 
a third term. And theyareprob- 
abfy right that they themselves 

figure, however cloudily, in that 

obsession. 

Nevertheless, there is an odd 
omission in Ashdown's intrigu- 
ing disclosure that he would 
j have recommended to his parry 

l/OnalCI a coalition had there been a 

Macintyre 

Blair would have given away 
T -fK/wol proportional representation in 

1 J l UCl a,l an indecently hasty backroom 

deal 10 him up. It would 
uemocraxs have been just as plausib}e,and 

a good deal more dignified, for 
are a Blair minority government to 

m soldier on and win a second 

fYVff\n election outright But without it, 

KAJUV 1UL.CU would Ashdown’s party have 

j-Wr backed coalition? Probably dol 

Uiqy ligUItJ Fbr electoral reform remains 

TV| the Liberal Democrats’ own 

111 JBiairS obsession. And for all Asb- 

■» . down's buliishly expressed con- 

ODSeSSlOn victxm that Blair will come 

. round to PR quite soon, the 

1X71 rh trip Liberal Democrats are still 

uiic unsure of Blair's true inten- 

fni* o tkms, Or even whether Blair 

** himself is yet sure of them. Yes, 

C n/>An/1 onrl he 10 for « e ^ 5011 of 
ocLUIlU dilU grand alliance that wall with- 

-1 - 1-1 stand the pressures which did 

PrODaOly Si for the left and centre-left after 

, _ * the first World Whr. But how? 

third tCmi Does he calculate that, denied 

electoral reform, the most seri- 
ous Liberal Democrats will 
have nowhere to go but to a Labour Patty they 
can at last feel entirety comfortable in, or is he 
a pluralist in the porest sense of the word? New 
Labour big tent, or multi-party coalition? 
Even the most optimistic private characteri- 
sation of the Prime Minister’s views is that he 
is “emotionally more open to being intellec- 
tually persuaded” of the case for reform. 

The deliberations of the cabinet committee 
on the terms of reference for the Commission 
which will put a reformed system to the 
promised referendum may shed some light on 
his views, and on whether he is flirting with the 
hallway house of the alternative vote system. 
The pressures are building up in favour of- 
change, the latestbeing increasing talk in Scot- 
land that local authorities might change to PR 
to dean up town-hall politics - a reform that 
is fully in the competence of the new Edin- 
burgh parliament If that happened, England 
might well follow. And a first-past-the-post 
system for Westminster would look all the 
more anomalous. 

But whatever the answer is, Ashdown’s strat- 
egy can scarcely be abandoned. In hindsight it 
seems incredible that the Liberal Democrats 
could ever, post-Blair, have contemplated 
. continuing to sulk in an equidistant tent They 
will oppose the Conservatives, they can only 
compete with Labour. The two leaders are 
friends. The Kg picture policies, on social cohe- 
sion, on economics, even mi all constitutional 
reform short of PR, could hardly be doser. 
Only tribalism, in either party, now stands in 
the way of the kind of co-operation Ashdown 
envisages. No crae yet knows quite what the 
endgame is. But there is a book which both 
Ashdown and Blair yearn to see written some- 
time in the next century. Fbrgjve the title -it’s 
awful: The strange continuity of liberal and 
centre-left Britain. 


£ £ m our 
W w M 1 parliament in 
■ Scotland. Set 

m ■ it up next 
year. We wEQ 
start with no traditions. We 
will start with ideals... men and 
women ... {will] spend their 
whole energy, their whole 
brain-power, their whole 
courage, and their whole soul, 

in malrmg Smthr/d fnfi? mim- 

try in which we can take peo- 
ple from all nations of the earth 
and say: This is our land, this 
is our Scotland, these are our 
people, these are our men, our 
works, our women and chil- 
dren: can you beat it?’ ” 

Thus, nearly 75 years ago, a 
lean and hungry figure, lank 
hair falling across his face, in 
full passionate torrent in front 
of a crowd in Glasgow. The 
man was John Maxlon, one of 
the original “Red Oyderiders” 
and he was arguing m favour of 
Scottish Labour's first 
home rule BQL To compare the 
sense of urgency and the emo- 
tional force of his campaign 
with the comparative quietness 
and hesitancy of this September 
is striking and raises questions. 

Then, politics was different 
It was about ideology. Maxlon 
and his colleagues dreamed of 
a “Scottish Socialist Common- 
wealth’' in which the landlords 
would be driven out, the com- 
mon people liberated, and the 
scourges of bad ho using, unem- 
ployment and poverty banished. 
The question of what a Scottish 
parhameot was far was, to them, 
blindingly obvious. 

Yet to many of those engaged 
in the current campaign, the 
day-to-day purpose of the Edin- 
burgh parliament has not been 
quite so clear. A hard agenda of 
planned reforms, which one 
might have imagined to be at the 
very forefront of the “yes, yes” 
campaign, was mostly nrisaq g - 
There were fine generalities 
about a better health service, 
bringing government nearer to 
the people and so on -all excel- 
lent. But there hasn't been 
nearly enough debate about 
what should happen to Scottish 
schools and universities under a 
new regime, or the environ-, 
meat, or urban transport polity, 
or indeed anything concrete. 
How might devolution help, 
rather than hinder, fish-farmers 
and die service industries? Wbat 
-would a Scottish parliament be 
doing now to turn around the 
country’s terrible health record 
that Westminster hasn't done? 
Do the parties want to improve 
access to the country? Should 
there be more New Tbwns? 

• The fuzziness about bread- 
and-butter issues may have a lot 
to do with the less confident, 
more attenuated political cul- 
ture of the Nineties. Politicians 
have become used to explain- 
ing how little they can do, not 
bow much. But if they can't 
make important changes to 
people's lives, why would any- 
one vote to have more of them? 


by Andrew Marr 



The Old Royal High School In Edinburgh, possible home of the new parliament 

In local politics there are dim, expenses-fiddling 
fourth-raters under whose authority no 
sentient creature would like to exist 


Paradoxically, the lack of a 
confident Scottish domestic 
agenda, argued vieoroustyr" 
between the parties, nas also 
fuelled the suspicion among 
the enemies erf home-rule that 
there is a hidden agenda. Is the 
fuzziness deliberate? Who and 
what is hiding behind the 
blandly reassuring generalities 
about devolved power and 
responsive government? 

In Scotland, there are many 
better-off people, and busi- 
nesses, who genuinely fear that 
the result of the refers ndumwffl 
be a belated, if less extreme, 
experiment in tbe policies advo- 
cated byMaxtan in the Twenties; 
that, just as Marxist China 


northern country win have a go 
at socialism. It wQl be the insur- 
ance companies, as well as the 
landlords, who are driven out, 
and tbe immediate tax impost 
will be less dramatic, but the 
damage will be real enough- 
This may seem a bizarre fear, 
given tbe general conservatism 
of New Labour in power. But 


tbe opponents of devolution 
(including, it has to be said, cer- 
tain members of the Tribe of 
Marr - we are not a d an - who 
live north of the Border) are 
looking not at Tony Blair when 
they shiver. They are worried, 
rather, by the prospect of coun- 
cillors from a string of poorly 
run and occasionally corrupt 
local authorities near at hand, 
taking control of Scotland, and 
mucking the place up further. 

At its extreme, this becomes 
both an anti-Scottish and an 
anti-politics argument. Scottish 
politics has been a branch factory 
of British politics, and to many 
people the country had seemed 
to contract-out its political life to 
London. It was something that 
happened far away. So, many 
people ask, why have the politi- 
cal fook and knaves back? Why , 
not let us get on with our lives? j 

The second line of thinking 
is openly pessimistic about 
Scottish public life. Among 
many Conservative critics, in 
particular, there is a half-spo- 
ken belief that Scotland does 


not contain enough talented 
and dedicated people to fill an 
Edinburgh parliament. Ex-min- 
isters, among others, believe 
that it will inevitably become 
the preserve of those who could 
dol make a living elsewhere and 
who are so talentless that they 
can't even join the (not overty- 
brilliam) squad of Scottish MPs 
at Westminster. 

Is this possible? Frankly, in 
theory' at least, yes. The worst 
people in Scottish local politics 
are awful. There are dim. 
expenses-fiddling fourth-raters 
under whose authority no sen- 
tient creature would like 10 
exist There are also fine and 
dedicated people. Bui unless 
the Scottish parliament lures 
many more good people into 
public life there, it will fail. 


1 think it will lure them. I 
think. But the whole Scottish 
political culture will have to 
change. That, indeed, is the 
gamble to which the whole 
home rule ease eventually 
reduces. So why the optimism . 
Two realms: the new voting sys- 
tem and the new responsibilities 
of an Edinburgh parliament. 

The voting system matters 
more than many people seem 
to have grasp ecL Scottish local 
government has been politi- 
cally monotone. That is why u 
has been so had. In many parts 
of the country one party (gen- 
erally Labour) has had a free- 
hold on the town halls, as well 
as on the parliamentary seats. 
The concentration of poverty in 
and around the main cities has 
been part of the reason. But 
lirxi-puM-iho-posi voting has 
reinforced it: as in much of 
England, local politics has 
become a cosy, one-party club, 
operating on iawnus and deals. 

The new parliament, though, 
will have a proportional system. 
There will be voices there that 
have not been heard for years in 
local authorities. Labour is 
unlikely to have an overall 
majority. Scottish Tories and the 
Ubcnil Demticrais. as well as the 
SNP. will be there in numbers. 

But this is not just about the 
balance of parlies. If it comes 10 
pass that a lumpen-councillor 
style of parliament is elected 
first lime round, then lens of 
thousands of Scots will have 
three choices: head for York- 
shire: endure bad governance in 
a state of teeth -grinding hope- 
lessness: or become involved in 
public life. 1 think that a very 
few would emigrate: a certain 
number would keep the dental 
service busy: but very many 
would gel involved. 

Bit tty bit. year Ity year, enthu- 
siasm and energy will return to 
Scottish political life. All sorts 
of people - doctors, head- 
teachers. business executives, 
engineering workers, bus dri- 
vers and novelists -will realise 
that they can make a difference, 
and will be provoked by bad 
arguments or poor decisions 
into trying to make that differ- 
ence. And then, before many 
years have passed. Scotland will 
have a parliament that realty- 
helps. And its members will be 
able to look around and say: 
“This is our Scotland, this is our 
land, these are our people and 
our works ... can you beat it?'* 

On this morning of all morn- 
ings. that is an expression of faith 
- a gamble. It may seem ludi- 
crously optimistic. But if it is a 
gamble, it is a gamble on democ- 
racy. To reject this new parlia- 
ment is to reject politics. And 
none of us can afford to do lhaL 


The paparazzi join the New York art world 



Adrian Dannatt visits a timely exhibition that traces the history of celebrity snapping 


S elliniesque" as in the 

M grotesque, absurd and 
JL bizarre, might be. picked at 
random as an adjective for the scene 
this week aL Manhattan’s prestigious 
Robert Miller gallery, whose latest 
exhibition vanished altogether on its 
opening night beneath a pan-global 
avalanche of photographers, TV cam- 
eras and journalists simultaneously 
reporting on each other. Synchromc- 
ity ordained that this show, plaimed 
. ■ . fie rarf of the 


oaJlerv program rut. -“““-*7 

be turned into a bulimic media feed- 
ing frenzy: for its title is Ii 
Papanzzo". and the black-an Jwhite 
images on the walls trace tWistinct 
phoiocraphie genre from the mid 
Fifties” until today. ~ . 

Fellini (not just his esquO ’S 
much to the fore. Not 
director pictured several tunes, but 
the exhibition is a homage to the term 
he invented for ^ 

which he created the name 


ferent uses and abuses of 
photographs. 

If the idea was to 
explore the hidden aes- 
thetics of such photogra- 
phy by presenting it in a 
different cultural arena, 
which -the show ably and 
fascinatingly does’, the 
surging mel 6 e of reporters 
at the opening were more 
concerned for a ti dilatory 
pan of glamorous guests 
or shocking dose-ups, 
replicating unthinkingly 
the issues of the show. At 
one point, tbe smallest 
room contained no fewer 
than six rival TV crews, 
tripods scattered tike alien 
visitors, glaring lights 
creating a miniature The paparazzi make their presence felt In ‘La 
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SFIropez, while a German 
presenter launched into his mono- 
logue, waggishly whipping out his 
own Instamatic to -flash into his TV 


photographers photographing pho- 
tographers in front of their 


uted on raw waliiy* n 

1 Cireumstances. as within ite 

whiON 

■ ja* “photography” F**se, merely mr 


“stolen shots” of the notorious, earli- 
est practitioners including Tazio Sec- 
chiaroli (on whom Fellini based the 
original “Paparazzo'’ figure). Mar- 
cello Radogna and Mano de Bias 
could easily have been turned into nos- 
talgic souvenirs from an era of inno- 


Renaud-dement, the gallery’s pho- 
tography director, attempted to 
explain his intention to a ceaseless 
fhain of interviewers from Taiwan to 
Denmark, all determined 10 reduce it 
to a moral faux pas. 

The show certarnty does not white- 
wash the paparazzi Ity turning their 
work into isolated visual vignettes of 
compositional merit; instead, and 
rather surprisingly, the first historical 
section, “IL Paparazzo 1954-1964" , is 
extremely coademnatoiy. While 


full of framed black-and-white pho- 
tographs may look sophisticated, but 
closer inspection shows Brigitte Bar- 
dot’s boyfriend chasing a photogra- 
pher on the Via Ifcnefo; Wilier Chian ' 
trying to punch Thzio himself, then 

liiberg fighting them o^with bow and 
arrows; and a particularly shocking 
image entitled “Jayne Mansfield tying 
.on the ground after having been 
as saulte d Ity a woman jealous of her 
beauty, Rome 196CT- 


j Recurrent paparazzi 
themes are made clear, 
not least the strange sym- 
biotic link between 
celebrities and cars. 
There are endless shots 
of automobSe interiors, 
open doors and tinted 
windows, as if the car 
were a physical extension 
of fame into a sculptural 
dimension. Planes are 
also much featured - the 
other of the two, most 
lethal 20 th century forms 
of transportation, whose 
intimate nexus with the 
thanatology of celebrity 
J G Ballard was the first 
10 research. 

These vintage gelatin 
Dolce Vita’ silver prints, available to 
collectors for a few thou- 
sand dollars each, may not daim to be 
art, but they open up issues otherwise 
taken for granted. From what is con- 
sidered the first true paparazzi shot, 
of King Farouk in 1958. until today, 
this photography can be daringly 
abstract, yet happity, accepted by a 
socio-economic clientele vocally 
opposed to abstraction in any other 
medium. An entirely incomprehensi- 
ble jumble of dots only needs a cap- 
tion to become immediately com- 
mercial in a way the poirttillisi painters 
could never have grasped. The 
paparazzi take photographs in which 
nothing matters apart from capturing 
the murfo'est- semblance of an event, 
which can then be constructed or 
imagined with text prompting. 

The second half of the show, “D 
Paparazzi 1964-1997", shows how 
basic rules of the genre have 
remained, albeit heated to boiling 


point by money and the all-out power 
of “Celebrity Culture”. This section 
also demonstrates how cliches of ihe 
paparazzi shot have influenced fash- 
ion photographers in everything from 
parodistic advertising campaigns to 
everyday catwalk practice. Through- 
out the 'show it is obvious how much 
these photographers limit themselves 
to already determined media targets, 
for in the majority of shots other pho- 
tographers' circular flashbulbs arc 
visible like the halos of Quattrocento 
saints, an unbreakable publicity loop 
no different today. 

It could be argued that without 
such work the only images of our 
celebrities would be studio portraits 
staged by themselves, or that we now 
haw an archive of historically impor- 
tant, spontaneous verities; but what 
is finally impressive about this exhi- 
bition, regardless of its own timing, 
is that it shows tbe real history of tbe 
paparazzi without obvious moralising 
or any attempt to elevate their work 
to artistic status. The final framed 
shot is a 10 by 8 rn print of an elegant 1 
young woman in a strapless dress , 
being led into a dinner in Washing- I 
ton DC last year. Wc only see her 
naked back, her hair; but unlike 
those Sixties starlets of the Piazza di 
Spagna, this woman is so instantly, 
almost subconsciously recognisable 
that she requires no caption or expla- 
nation. Whether as a mark of respect 
or symbol of the end of unbridled 
paparazzi power, this photograph is 
the perfect note to entf on. Of all the 
images in the exhibition it is marked 
NFS, Not Fbr Sale. 

The show runs until 4 October at 
Robert Miller, 41 East 57th St, New 
York City. 
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Sir John Kendrew 


John Kendrew will be remem- 
bered for many attributions to 
science, but three stand out: 
Ills determination, in atomic de- 
tail. of lire structure of myo- 
clohin, a protein found in 
muscle, the function of which is 
to take oxygen from haemo- 
globin: his role as the founder 
editor { 1959) of the Journal of 
Molecular Biology, and the set- 
ting up of the European Mol- 
ecular Biology Laboratory 
(EMBL) in Heidelberg, which 
will forever be regarded as his 
monument. 

From 1947. for 27 years. 
Kendrew was College Lectur- 
er. Official Fellow and Director 
of Studies in Natural Science at 
Peterhouse. Cambridge. As is 
typical Of Oxbridge Fellows, he 
also undertook other college du- 
ties. serving successively as Li- 
brarian. Proclector, Steward, 
Wine Steward and Custodian of 
the college's paintings and por- 
traits. And when Cambridge 
University introduced its new 
Tripos on the History and Phi- 
losophy or Science, he also 
supervised undergraduates 
reading those subjects. 

But Kendrew. while serving 
as u leaching Fellow, won the 
Nobel Prize" in Chemistry in 
IQnZ (which he shared with his 
fellow Pctrean Mux Perutz). 
and also served as President of 
the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science in 
1974. .And when be handed on 
his responsibilities to his suc- 
cessor. Dr Klug ( now Sir Aaron 
Klug OM. President of the 
Royal Society), whom he was in- 
strumental in recruiting to 
Peterhouse. he too won the 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry (in 
1982} while a leaching Fellow. 

He was bom in CJxford in 
19 17. the son of a climatologist 
father and an art historian 
mother who carried out distin- 
guished work in Italy on 
Veronese and Florentine paint- 
ing. He attended the Dragon 
School, Oxford, from 1923 to 
1930 and Clifton College from 
1 930 to 1936. Entering Trinity 
College. Cambridge, as a Schol- 
ar in 1936, he became, in due 
course. Senior Scholar in Nat- 


ural Sciences when he took the 
Tripos Part I in Chemistry, 
Physics, Mathematics and Bio- 
chemistry with first class Hon- 
ours and another First in Part 
H Chemistry. 

After graduating in 1939, he 
spent the first few months of the 
Second World Ufor doing re- 
search on reaction kinetics un- 
der the supervision of Dr. ELA_ 
Moelwyn Hughes. He then be- 
came a member of the Air 
Ministry Research Establish- 
ment (later Telecommunica- 
tions Research Establishment) 
and worked on radar. In 1940 
he joined Lhe staff of Sir Robert 
Watson-Wut, and For the rest of 
the war was engaged in opera- 
tional research at Royal Air 
Force Headquarters, succes- 
sively in coastal command. Mid- 
dle East and South East Asia: 
he held the honorary rank of 
Wing Commander, RAF. 

During the war years, his 
scientific interest became more 
biological, largely because of 
the influence of two great sci- 
entists . First, the brilliant poly- 
mathic physicist J.D. BemaJ, 
with whom he rubbed shoulders 
in Ceylon. When the Japanese 
surrendered, he returned from 
the Ear East via Pasadena where 
he spoke to Linus Paulin g at 
the California Institute of 
Technology. Among the varied 
provinces of Pauling's protean 
genius, his penetrating insights 
into the structural elucidation 
of (small ) biological molecules 
was particularly exciting. Paul- 
ing's stimulus greatiy influ- 
enced Kendrew. so that when 
he returned to Cambridge 
in 1946, be had already decid- 
ed to commence work on the 
structure of proteins. 

At the Cavendish Laborato- 
ry he began his collaboration 
with Max Perutz (who had ear- 
lier identified haemoglobin 
as his target) under the direc- 
tion of Sir Lawrence Bragg. 
What stimulated Perutz and 
what also sustained him and 
Kendrew for over a decade 
was the certain knowledge, 
traceable to a seminal paper on 
the structures of pepsin in Lbe 
mid- 1 930s by Bernal and 


Dorothy Crowfoot (later 
Hodgkin), that crystalline 
macromolecules (like the blood 
protein haemoglobin and myo- 
globin consisting respectively of 
approximately 12,000 and 2,600 
atoms) had each of lhe con- 
stituent atoms situated in a 
precise site, and that the rab- 
binicallv complicated task of 
determining these sites could, 
in principle, be retrieved from 
the tens of thousands of dif- 
fraction sprats that crystals of 
these proteins yielded when 
exposed to X-rays. 

The scientific methods har- 
nessed and brilliantly extended 
by Kendrew and Perutz had 
some of their origins m Lbe uni- 
versities of Glasgow, where 
J.M. Robertson invented the 
heavy atom substitution 
method, and of Utrecht, where 
the Dutch crystal l ograp her 
Bijvoet showed how the three- 
dimensional structure of com- 
plicated molecules could be 
retrieved from the X-ray dif- 
fraction patterns of two differ- 
ent heavy-atom variants. 
Kendrew, assisted by two visit- 
ing American scientists who 
came to the Cavendish, Howard 
Diotzis and Richard Dicker- 
son. succeeded in obtaining 
crystals of gold- and palladium- 
substituted myoglobin. These 
proved crucial. Kendrew, 
with his formidable mathemat- 
ical skills, could also take ad- 
vantage of the emergence in 
Cambridge of the EDSAC-1 
and EDSAC-2 digital comput- 
ers, which he exploited for 
the Fourier analysis of his 
diffraction data. 

When, in 1957, Kendrew 
solved the structure of myo- 
globin, Perutz confessed to 
being envious. But shortly 
thereafter, he too. using 
mercury-substituted haemo- 
globin, reached the promised 
fend. What was particularly ex- 
hilarating was the realisation 
that the twisted and folded he- 
lical chains that Kendrew found 
in myoglobin, were also present 
in Ferutz’s haemoglobin. This 
galvanised activity in molecular 
Biology world-wide. 

Adolf Butenandt. the emi- 


nent German Nobel Laureate, 
set his colleagues in Munich the 
task of using chemical methods 
(such as those pioneered by 
Frederick Sanger) to trace the 
sequence of amino acids in the 
proteins studied by Kendrew 
and Fferutz. The chemical results 
harmonised beautifully with 
those of Crystallography. (It 
was Butenandt who nominated 
Kendrew and Perutz for the 
Nobel Prize). 

Under Lawrence Bragg's 
aegis. In 1949, Perutz and 
Kendrew formed the newly 
constituted Medical Research 
Council Unit for Molecular Bi- 
ology in the Cavendish, the 
forerunner of the MRCs Lab- 
oratory of Molecular Biology, 
and after Bragg moved to be- 
come Director of Royal Insti- 
tution (RI) in London, they 
both were appointed Honorary 
Readers of the Davy Faraday 
Research Laboratory there, 
posts that they held from 1954 
to 1968. In 1963, at a famous 
Friday Evening Discourse at the 
RL they unveiled to a dazzled 
lay audience the secrets of their 
dtscoveiy. 

Kendrew's own interest in 
fundamental research began to 
wane in the mid 1960s as he 
gradually turned his brilliant 
mind to matters of policy. He 
had already served as Deputy 
Chief Scientific Adviser to the 
Ministry of Defence (from 1960 
to 1963); and then he became 
Chairman and Secretary Gen- 
eral of the International Coun- 
cil of Scientific Unions from 
1974 to 1980, a body of which 
he became President in 1988 to 
1990. 

Fluent in Italian, German 
and French and immersed in 
Renaissance culture and music, 
Kendrew was a committed Eu- 
ropean. When Vicki Wetsskopf 
and Leo Szilard called him and 
Jim Watson (immediately after 
the Stockholm Nobel Ceremo- 
ny in 1962), to discuss the 
prospects of establishing a Eu- 
ropean Molecular Biology Or- 
ganisation (Embo) like the 
Nuclear Science Centre (Cem) 
in Geneva, he responded en- 
thusiastically. Supported by 



Other European molecular bi- 
ologists, notably Perutz, Jacob 
(France), Fried rich-Freska 
(Germany), Ole Maalo (Den- 
mark), Jeffries Wyman (US) 
and, crucially, Ephraim 
Katchaldd-Kazir of Israel (who 
persuaded Go Ida Meir to give 
$20,000 towards the nascent 
Embo), Kendrew led the way. 

Amongst other things it cul- 
minated in the creation of one 
of the finest biological research 
centres in the world, the Euro- 
pean Molecular Biology Labo- 
ratory (EMBL) at Heidelberg 
of which he was the founding 
Director (for 20 years). 

Kendrew served as Trustee of 
the British Museum, Chairman 


of the National Science Advi- 
sory Board of the UK Nation- 
al Commission for Unesco, 
member of the BBC Scientific 
Advisory Group, and member 
of the Board of Governors of 
the Wcizraann Institute in Israel 
from 1964 to the time of his 
death. 

In 1981, he took on the Pres- 
idency of St John’s College, 
Oxford, where his diplomatic 
skQls, artistic and cultural tastes 
and formidable intellect were 
appreciated by the Fellows and 
students. Upon his retirement, 
be returned to live in Cam- 
bridge, where he was Honorary 
Fellow of both Trinity and 
Peterhouse. 


He was appointed CBE in 
1963 and knighted in 1974. 
He was a Fellow of the Royal 
Society and an Honorary For- 
eign Member of many nation- 
al academies. He received 
numerous honorary doctorates, 
one of the first from Com- 
plutense University, Madrid 
and the last, just a few weeks be- 
fore he died, from his Alma 
Mater. 

John Kcndray was a shy. pri- 
vate person who exuded digni- 
fied charm. It was always a 
pleasure meeting him. Even 
his answerphonc message: 
"Please be patient srnd I shall get 
hack to you as soon as posable”, 
captured one’s mind and heart. 


He will be mourned by many 
throughout the world. 

John Meurlg Thomas 

John Cowdrny Kendrew. bio- 
chemist: bom Oxford 24 March 
1917: Deputy Chairman, MRC 
Laboratory for Molecular Biol- 
ogy. Cambridge 1946-75; R’Bow. 
Peterhouse. Cambridge 1947-75; 
Reader at Davy-Faraday Labo- 
ratory. Roval Institution, London 
1954-68: FRS I960; Nobel Prize 
for Chemistry (jointly with Max 
Perutz) 1962; CBE 1963; Kt 
1974; Director General, Euro- 
pean Molecular Biology Labo- 
ratory 1975-82: President, Sr . . 
John's College. Oxford 1981-87* I, 
died 23 August 1997. 






Burgess 

Meredith 


" t was born a character actor,” 
maintained Burgess Meredith. 
“1 was never really a leading 
man type" Despite or probably 
because of this, Meredith's 
acting talent kept him. for 
seven decades, in demand in 
nearly every branch of the 
entertainment industry. 

He had been a boy soprano, 
college student, merchant sea- 
man, tie salesman, reporter 
ami Wall Street runner before 
making his first stage appear- 
ances with Eva Le Gallic tine's 
Civic Repertory Theatre in 
New York (1929-33). On 
Broadway in Little OP Bay 
( 1933) he played a prizefighter, 
and, although the play only 
achieved 12 performances, he 
tied with the legendary George 
M. Cohan for Best Perfor- 
mance of the Year. He was next 
offered the role of a college stu- 
dent called Buzz Jones in the 
farce Site Loves Me Not ( 1933). 

. V* Meredith's nickname had al- 
ways. been “ Buzz”, this seemed 
(and was) fortuitous; it was his 
first box-office hit. 

Clearly echoing the Succo- 
Ynnzciii case. Maxwell Ander- 
son's acclaimed verse play 
IHnrmiY ( 1935 ) concerned the 
efforts of Min Romagna (Mer- 
edith) to dear the name of his 
lather, a radical electrocuted for 
a murder he hadn't committed. 
Anderson wrote three more* 
plays for Meredith: High Tor 
l I93i, V. 77ieSiiir-Hiij*wi (1937). 
and Knickerbocker Holiday 
1 19JS). Their working rcla- 
t kinship ended when Meredith 
rejected the latter play, ac- 
cepting instead the role of 
Prinee Hal opposite Orson 
Welles's Fa (staff in Five Kings 
( 1939). a cumbersome disaster 
that never reached Broadway. 

Meredith again played Mio 
in the screen version of It Intend 
1 1936 J. the first of over a hun- 
dred films, including Idiot's De- 
light ( 193Q) ;\n\l Second Chonis 
( (94 1 ). in which he lost Paulette 
Goddard to Fred Astaire, but 
won her offscreen: she become 
his third wife. That same year he 
was the “Harry " in Torn. Dick 
and Harry , one of his few "A" 
features in which he got the girl 
- in this case Ginger Rogers. I 


once asked the director Lewis 
Milestone how he managed to 
draw such a splendid perfor- 
mance from Lon Chaney Jnr as 
the simple-minded giant, 
Lennie, in his Of Mice Ana Men 
( 1939). Milestone said, “It was 
Meredith who did iL Nearly all 
their scenes were together, and 
Buzz's acting was so true. Lon's 
just couldn’t not be.” 

In 1942 Meredith entered the 
US Army, writing, directing, co- 
producing and appearing in 
several government orientation 
films, most notably Welcome to 
Britain (1943). which he co- 
directed with Anthony Asquith, 
which prepared England-bound 
Gls for the unfamiliar accents 
and warm beer ahead of them. 
The army placed him on inac- 
tive status to play the war cor- 
respondent Ernie Pyle in The 
Story of Gl Joe ( 1945), one of 
the few distinguished Holly- 
wood films about the American 
fighting man. He played an an- 
cient. flower-eating eccentric as 
well as writing and producing 
Jean Renoir’s Diary of a Cham- 
bermaid (1946), which starred 
Paulette Goddard. 

In 1947, when the House 
Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HUAC) subpoenaed 
a group of film writers because 
of alleged Communist affilia- 
tions, Meredith was one of the 
film personalities protesting 
that the action was unconstitu- 
tional. After the all-star come- 
dy A Miracle Can Happen 
(1948). which he also co- 
produced. Meredith suddenly 
went mysteriously cold at the 
major studios. To escape 
HU AC's long shadow, he came 
to England tit play a neurotic 
psychiatrist in the screen version 
of Nigel Balchin's novel Mine 
Own Executioner ( 1947). Rich- 
ard Winninglon wrote in the 
News Chronicle: “Burgess Mer- 
edith plays this part with a ner- 
vous power he has not equalled 
since the first appearance in 
Wbuasa." In Paris, Meredith ap- 
peared in and dirccicd The Man 
on the Eiffel lower ( 1943). an ef- 
ficient thriller in which Charles 
Laughton played Georges 
Simenon's Inspector Maigrct. 

Back in America. Meredith 



Meredith, left, with (from left} Frank Garshin, Lee Meriwether and Cesar Romero in Batman, 1966 Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


acted in five plays and directed 
another five between 1950 and 
1956. He was also busy in radio 
and television until the publi- 
cation of an infamous paper- 
back called Red Channels - 
Communist influence in radio 
and 71'. The book listed his 
name alongside various left- 
wing organisations, and he had 
to take legal action to get back 
on the air. 

As a theatre director, he was 
particularly proud of three pro- 
ductions: Joyce’s (flvsses in 
Nighttown (1958). starring his 
fellow blacklistec Zero Mostel 
as Leopold Bloom, the compi- 
lation A Thurber Carnival 
< J 960) and James Baldwin’s 
Blues For Mr Charlie 1 1964). 

Meredith's film career was re- 
activated by Otto Preminger, 
who cast him in the Washington 
melodrama^diise and Consatt 
(l%2). In his memoirs, Pre- 
minger wrote, “Burgess gave 
one of the greatest perfor- 
mances 1 have ever seen, in the 
short but important role of 


Herbert Gebnan, a witness who 
lies. I didn't direct him, he did 
it all himself." Preminger also 
cast him in The Cardinal ( J 963), 
In Harm's Way (1965), Hurry 
Sundown (1967), Sfddoo (1968) 
and Such Good Friends (1971 ). 

Meredith's shade may not 
forgive me, but mention must 
be made of his splendidly vil- 
lainous Penguin in television’s 
Batman (1966). “It may have 
done me more harm than 
good,” he wrote in his auto- 
biography, “but it made an im- 
pact. 1 thought it had a Dick- 
ensian quality. . - Recently a 
newspaper qualified me as “best 
known as the Penguin'. It's an 
idiot’s game to get yourself 
into." Meredith much preferred 
his Emmy-winning role in Tail 
Gunner Joe (1977). a semi- 
documentary about Senator 
Joseph R. McCarthy, in which 
Meredith played Joseph N, 
Welch, the Boston lawyer who 
represented the army in the 
televised hearings that sealed 
McCarthy’s political doom. It 




was Welch who, after a young 
legal assistant had been ground- 
lessly accused of Communist 
sympathies, rounded on the ig- 
noble Senator with “Have you 
no sense of decency, sir?” As 
Meredith later wrote, “When f 
played Welch 1 was getting a 
did revenge. I had been 
d on the ‘Red Channels’ 
by the McCarthy gang and 
this was a fair response.” 

His performance as Harry, 
the alcoholic ex-vaadeviile 
hoofer in John Schtestngsr’s The 
Day of the Locust (1975) earned 
him a nomination for Best Sup- 
porting Actor, but he lost to 
George Burns in The Sunshine 
Boys. The to Hawing year his per- 
formance as Mickey the train- 
er in Rocky won him another 
Best Support nomination, but 
he lost to Jason Robards in All 
the president's Men. He repeat- 
ed his trainer role in Rocky II 
(1979) and Rocky III ( 1982), in 
which Mickey died of a heart at- 
tack. None the less, he turned 
up again in Rocky V ( 1990), re- 


turning from the beyond to re- 
mind Rocky of the sacred prin- 
ciples of the fight game. He 
played Jack Lemmon's 94-year 
old, sex-obsessed father in 
Grumpy Old Men ( 1 993), a role 
he repeated in Grumpier Old 
Men (1995). 

In his 1994 autobiography, 
Meredith made it clear that re- 
tirement was not for him. “I al- 
ways have an car cocked for the 
clarion call, an eye for the 
next role,” he wrote. “I’m a 
worker and I like to keep work- 
ing. As best and as long as I am 
physically able." 

Dick Vosburgh 

George Burgess Meredith, actor, 
director, writer, producer bom 
Cleveland. Ohio 16 November 
1908; married 1932 Helen Der- 
by (marriage dissolved 1925), 
1936 Margaret Pern' (marriage 
dissohvd 1938). 1944 Paulette 
Goddard { marriage dissolved 
1949), 1952 Kaja Sundsten ( one 
son, one daughter); died Malibu, 
California 9 September 1997. 


Sir David Hopkin 


David Hopldn’s influence, first 
as Chairman of the British Box- 
ing Board of Control from 
1983, then as President from 
1991, helped the board to-be- 
come one of the best organised 
and smoothly oiled of boxing 
administrative bodies in the 
world. 

He campaigned firmly for the 
standardisation of boxing reg- 
ulations. especially in medical 
areas, across the world. It was 
a thankless, almost impossible 
task, but along with John 
Morris, the secretary of the 
board, he took up the fight and 
brought the issue into the open. 
It remains a long-term objective 
in a sport which is notoriously 
maverick. 

Hopkins also played a major 
role in the revamping of the 
constitution of Lhe European 
Boxing Uniop (EBU), an or- 
ganisation which had long been 
viewed within the trade as 
anachronistic, ID-informed and 
racially biased. He was instru- 
mental in persuading the EBU 
to register as. a limited compa- 
ny, with its financial base in 
London, and to revitalise its ad- 
ministration. The EBU Is now 
one of the most efficiently run 
administrative bodies in the 
world, with a reputation for 
making sensible, well-informed 
decisions. 

The son of Daniel Hopkin, a 
Labour MR David Hopkin was 
educated at St Paul's School and 
studied at the University Col- 
lege of Wiles, Aberystwyth, 
and Corpus Christi, Cambridge. 
He was called to the Bar at 
Gray’s Inn in 1949 and worked 
in the office of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions for 20 
years from 1950. With his Dick- 
ensian looks and quiet, gentle- 



Hopkfn: fair dealing 


manly wit, Hopkin was widely 
respected during his long 
association with Gray’s Inn. 

From 1970 fie was a Metro- 
politan Stipcndiaty Magisfratc. 
rising to become Chief Metro- 
politan Stipendiary Magistrate 
from 1982 until his retirement 
10 years later. But it was box- 
ing’s strange, often bizarre 
world which attracted him for- 
so much of his life. The current 
chairman of the British Boxing 
Board of Control, Leonard 
“Nipper” Read, said of him: 
“Sir JDavid loved hoxing and 
boxing people and his feeling 
for them was rewarded by a 
regard seldom expressed bm 
always apparent." 

Hopkin was invited to join 
the Southern Area Council of. 
the British Board of Coning ) 
in the 1950s by the leading 
promoter of the day. Jack 
Solomons, and settled quickly 
into the business. As chair- 
man from 1983 to 1991, he 
earned a reputation for fair 
dealing, although he could, 
when the need arose, be a firm 
disciplinarian. 

By the 1980s his influence 
had spread internationally. He 
travelled widely to boxing con- 
ventions and championship 
contests over the last decade, 
constantly seeking to maintain 
and, if possible, improve stan- 
dards of administration, with 
the welfare of boxers his fiist 
priority. 

Shortly before his death, 
Hopkin received a letter from 
the president of the World Box- 
ing Council, Jose Sulaiman. 
which said the annual award 
presented to the WBC Com- 
missioner of the Year (the 
world-wide administrator of 
the year) was to be named 
after him. < 

Bob Mee * 


the Bar, Gray's Inn 1949 
ber of Staff, Director of 
Prosecutions 1950-70: 
politan Stipendiary Ma 
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Stipendiary Magistrate 1\ 
Chairman, British Boxiru 
of Control 1983-91, Pr 
1991-97; Kt 1987; mamt. 
Doris Whitaker (onr sot 
daughters); died Lorn 
August 1997. 




DEATHS 

IXvL.SE: Ruiulind. flliutralur and sump 
ilesijsner. wife of fain V.iss. died 
tViwufulK at their home in Catania 
on ft) September, after a bngtOnevs 
DctjiN irom her daughter Fvneffa 
Ciunik-nua 5 Tredegar Square, E3 
S-VD. (ItSl-OSJ J.W. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

BEST: A Senior ofThankMjrinf: far the 
life of Hr* Honour Gilev Resit wit) he 
held in lhe Abbey Church of Use 
Btevied Vagin Mare- Sherborne, ai 
130pm cm Saturday U October. 

N1CUOLL: A service of lhankMpvinc 
lur the life of Professor Donald 
Nieholl a ill be held at the Church ol 


Births, 


& Deaths 



lhe Immaculate Conception. Farm 
Street. London W|. on Friday 2 d 
S cpicmtwr ai 2.30pm. 

AruMaiKmiMBtt fee Curette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS *bo«M be mm 
in writing to (far Ca itflc Editor. He In- 
dependent. 1 Canada Sqm. Canary 
Wharf, Load oo El4 SttJL tctepbnmi lo 
0I7KM29U or Curd lo »171>2»201& 
CImijms are £ttJ0 a line (VAT rural. 


Birthdays 

Miss Maria Ailken, actress, 52; Sir 
Lindsay Alexander, former deputy 
chairman. Lloyds Bank. 77: Mr Nich- 
olas Barter, principal. Rada. 57; 
■Miss Chili Bouchier. actress. S8: Col 
Sir Donald Cameron of LochieL 
chief ol Clan Cameron, 87: Mr Alan 
CathcaiL. chairman. Avis Europe. 54; 
Vice-Admiral Sir fitter Campsron. 
SI Miss Linda Gray, actress. 56; Mr 
Wesley HalL cricketer and politician. 
60: Mc>s Han Suyin. doctor and au- 
thor. 8>, Mr Ian Holm, actor. 66; Mr 
Gerald Howarth MP, 50. Mr Fred- 
die Jones, acior, 70: Mr Donal Leni- 


han, rugby footballer. 38: Ms Fiona 
MacTaggart MP. 44; Lord Milner of 
Leeds, solicitor and politician, 74; Mr 
Patrick Mower, actor, 56; The Right 
Rev Alan Rogers, former Bishop of 
Edmonton. 90; Sir Arthur Sugden, 
former chief executive. CWS, 79; Sir 
Gervas Walker, former chairman, 
Avon County Council, 77; Mr Max 
Walker, cricketer. 49: Miss Rachel 
Whrd, actress, 40; Professor George 
Zamecki, art historian, 82 

Anniversaries 

Births: Herbert Homy Asquith, first 
Earl of Oxford and Asquith, states- 


man, 1852 Maurice Chevalier, en- 
tertainer, 1888; Frederick Louis 
MacNeice, poet and broadcaster, 
1907. Deaths: Dr Peter Mark Rogct, 
lexicographer, IS69; Leonid Niko- 
layevich Andreyev, novelist. 1919; 
Robert Traill Spence Lowell, poet, 
1977; Anthony fifrldns, actor, 1992; 
Raymond William Stacy Barr, actor, 
1993. On this day: Eton Co Liege re- 
ceived its first charter, 144$ the mar- 
riapr look place of Winston Churchill 
and Clementine Hazier. 1908; a m3- 
iiajy ooup deposed the Emperor 
Hade Selassie in Ethiopia, 1974. To- 
day is the Feast Day of St Aflbhe. St 
Eanswida and St Guy of AnderiechL 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Helen Wtstim, 
“18th-Century France (2): Antoine 
Watteau, painter of modern fife?’, 
lpm. 

Tate Gallery: Barry Martin, “Mon- 
drian Exposed”, lpm. 


Woolwich pic 

The Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, Mr Eddie George, was guest of 
honour at the 150th anniversary din- 
ner of the Woolwich, held last night 
at the Royal Artillery; Wbo/wjtft. 
Sir Brian Jenkins, chairman of Wool. 


wich pic, presided and Mr Alan 
Me Unlock also spoke. 

Appointments 

Professor Alfred Smyth. Master or 
Keynes COUege and Professor of Me- 
dieval History in the University of 
Kem at Canterbury, lo be Warden or 
Si George’s House, Windsor Castle, 
from 1 January 1W8. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to 
m. held tomorrow ntav he ob- 
tained by telephoning the follow. 


U nttnl DI8U.U3 

Hon nT tonaengatt: DUU.202 ; 
f-8*raJ and PNgnMhn- Synito. 

nlKI-Att 473|, SpaaWnuid ft 
CongregM iom oni-zm 1573, 
(Mwtorttl: 017102 
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BTR opts for £2.8bn 
disposal programme 


or 

les 


Magnus Grjmond 

^.BTR yesterday moved dedstve- 
"ly to nim its back on its con- 
iglomerate past after announcing 
(plans for a massive disposal pro- 
jgranune involving nearly one- 
ihird of its £9.5bn ann ual sq lffs 
<o leave the business focused en- 
tirely on its engineering activities. 

The move, which will be ac- 
companied by a “substantial" re- 
payment of capita/ to 
shareholders, marks the final un- 
ravelling of the sprawling group 

covering around 1,000 busi- 
nesses put together by Sir Owen 
Green, who. like Lonj Hanson, 
created one of the most dynamic 
and acquisitive conglomerates of 
the 1980s. 

But BTR appeared to run out 
of steam in the early 1990s and 
the latest sell-off is the second 
^bhase of a revitalisation pro- 
Wgramme initiated by Ian Stra- 
chan. chief executive, who was 
brought in in January 1996 with 
a brief to turn the group around. 
He has already disposed of 
businesses with around £2bn of 
sales since unveQing a£622m re- 
structuring a year agp and last 
month announced that Robert 
Bauman, the chairman of 
British Aerospace, would take 
over BTR's chairmanship from 
next May. 


The latest plans were warmly 
received tv the stock market yes- 
terday. BTR’s shares, which had 
fallen by one-third since Mr 
Strachan's arrival, jumped 15p to 
234p yesterday, adding more 
than £60ftn to BTR’s market val- 
ue, although they remain weO be- 
low the peakof407p hit in 1993. 

Mr Strachan said that, with 
most of the original plan to dis- 
pose of £L3bn of turnover com- 
plete. he was moving to 
accelerate the transformation of 
BTR. He was focusing on engi- 
neering because those busi- 
nesses have the greatest 
potential for value creation for 
shareholders, given their lead- 
ing positions and good growth 
prospects. Sales in the engi- 
neering businesses have grown 
at a compound rate of 16 per 
cent over the past five years, 
against 11 per cent for the op- 
erations being sold. 

The group will end up with 
four businesses in automotive 
products, where it has a com- 
manding position in sealing and 
anti-vibration systems, control 
systems, including batteries and 
meters, power drives and spe- 
cialist engineering. The rest, 
covering a range of operations 
from glass and plastic packag- 
ing, through budding products 
to lamina tes like Formica, are 


expected mostly to have been 
sold by the end of next year. 

Some observers believe the 
new chief executive has bowed 
to pressure from the City to take 
more radical action to deal with 
BTR's problems than was un- 
veiled last year. Bat he said yes- 
terday: “In the 12 months since 
we announced it, we have made 
considerable progress and this 
is the logical extension of it.” 

He also played down ary 
sugg estion of friction with 
BTR’s investors. “There is a con- 
tinuing dialogue with the share- 
holders and, on the bass of the 
fact that they are the owners of 
the business, we listen to what 
they say. Bpt they generally re- 
main supportive of the strategy 
of focusing for growth.” 

One shareholder injected a 
note of caution yesterday, say- 
ing the sale ctf so many busi- 
nesses would be “a huge task.” 
He added: “Wfe don't want a fire 
sale after all these years. Hus is 
always a temptation when man- 
agement just decides to get 

One analyst suggested Mr 
Strachan had bowed too far to 
City opinion. “It smacks a bit of 
policy on the hoof”, he said. “It 
smacks a bit of giving the Qty 
what it wants and the City loves 

action.” 


However, other analysts were 
more sanguine, suggesting that 
the planned moves coaid not 
lead to a re-rating of BTR’s 
shares. Geoff Allum at Hen- 
derson Qos t hwaitc said: “I have 
always frit what Strachan was try- 
ing to do was the thing. Tte 

only question was bow long it 
would take him to get on anado 
iL He has accelerated that pace 
dramatically today.” 

Assuming proceeds from dis- 
posals come somewhere in the 
range £3.5hn and£4bn, he fore- 
cast that the shares could now 
gp to between 280p and 320p. 

The restructuring announce- 
ment accompanied interim fig- 
ures showing pre-tax profits of 
£540m for the six months to 
June, up from £4m in the com- 
parable period, which was hit by 
the provisions for the original re- 
structuring programme. 

Despite being earlier fore- 
warned by a profit warning, an- 
alysis were disappointed with the 



cost £54m in translation and 
trading effects, but even strip- 
ping ow exdiange effects and ex- 
ceptional hems, profits slipped 
5.7 per cent to £534m. The in- 
terim dividend is held at4p,but 
the group forecast a better per- 
formance in the second half. 

Comment, page 21 



(an Strachan: Observers believe he has bowed to pressure from the City Photograph: FT 


Why ‘focus’ has become the business mantra of the age 


Roger Trapp 

JBTR's decision to sell off £L8bn 
’■Worth of non-engineering busi- 
nesses is the latest manifestation 
of a trend that has been con- 
tinuing for some time. Diversi- 
fication is out and focus is in. 


obscure the true costs of tbeir 
spending sprees. 

But much more important is 
the move towards globalisation 
that has made the world a much 
more complex place in business 
terms. Where previously, the 
arch predators were able -in the 


a “core competence” out of 
r unning any kind of company, 
h is now almost impossible for 
them to do that with any kind 
of conviction. It is for this rea- 
son. suggests David Sadder, a 
consultant and co-author of the 
recent book Break-Up!, that 
Greg Hutchings* Tbrnkins is 


just about the last bold-out of 
old-style conglomerates. 

With nimble companies 
emerging all the time to exploit 
hi ghly profitable niches, few 
widely diversified companies 
can give the attention required 
for effective competition to all 
their various segments. Instead, 


they need to decide on what 
distinguishes them from their 
rivals and concentrate on that 
to the exclusion of all else. 

Because investors recognise 
this, conglomerates find them- 
selves unable to gain the insti- 
tutional backing to do the deals 
on which they depend, and can 


generally only win approval if 
drey deride to go in for share 
buy-backs. 

However, these same people 
must have been disappointed by 
the amount of money released 
to them via the various spin-offs 
and demergers. Managers and 
advisers have echoed the claims 
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security products, it is tempting 
to see this as another turn of the 
management fad cyde. After all 
we have seen focus, or “sticking 
to the knitting”, as k was once 
known, pushed before, only for 
companies to opt for diversifi- 
cation once more in the inter- 
ests of balancing their exposure 
to sectors or countries. 

This time, though, say the 
break-up proponents, it is dif- 
ferent. This is partly a response 
to changes, in Britain at least, 
to the accounting regimen. The 
Accounting Standards Board 
under Sir David Tweedie has 
pretty much outlawed the 
"kitchen sink” provisions and 
f^xtraordmary items that ac- 
quisitive companies used to 
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Gas price 

cuts will 
leave 3m 
customers 
in the cold 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 


Some 3 million low income 
households are to be excluded 
from price cuts by British Gas 
next year, which w31 knock £2& 
off average bills for its remain- 
ing 16 million customers. 

Centrica, the demerged 
British Gas supply business, 
has limited the £28 cut to the 6 
million homes that pay bills by 
direct debit and a further 10 
million that settle bills within 10 
days. The 3 million low income 
homes left out of the reductions, 
of which 1 million have pre-pay- 
ment meters, will instead receive 
a only a price freeze when the 
cuts start on 12 January. 

The move means those 
excluded will gel almost no 
benefit from the reduction in 
pipeline charges in the new 
price formula for Uansco, part 
of the former British Gas, or 
from the abolition of the gas 
levy announced in the Budget 
The levy, which disappears in 
April, was a special tax on old 
Nonh Sea gas contracts. 

Roy Gardner. Centrica’s 
chief executive, defended the 
cuts, arguing pre-payment 
households were already sub- 
sidised. Although Centrica has 
a legal duty to pass on the cuts, 
it can decide how it imple- 
ments the reductions. “We 
currently charge pre- payment 
customers less than they cost us. 
It’s an industry-wide problem,” 
responded Mr Gardner. 

The Gas Consumers’ Council 
called for an urgent investigation 
fcy Ofgas, the industry watchdog 
and the Government “We be- 
lieve this represents a significant 
worsening of thei r position,” 
said Sue Slipman, GCC director. 

Last night Eastern Natural 
Gas, one of the largest inde- 
pendent suppliers, said the re- 
ductions had been implemented 
unfairly by Centrica. Jim Whe- 
lan, Eastern’s managing direc- 
tor. sai± “I would have thought 
it would have applied to all cus- 
tomers. These cuts are not the 
result of competitive pressure.” 

About £14 of the £28 saving 
came from the reduction in 
pipeline charges, following 
Transco’s defeat at the hands of 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

Centrica yesterday unveiled 
losses of £216m for the first six 
months of the year, up from 
losses of £53m during the same 
period in 1996. The figures 
included a £1 92m charge to cav- 
er the windfall utility tax and a 
£75m reduction in earnings due 
to the warm spring weather. 


in Break-Up! about the value 
locked up in these companies, 
often through expensive 
headquarters operations, only 
for many of the newly inde- 
pendent entities to produce 
poor returns. Unless, of course, 
like the former Hanson 
constituent. Energy Group, 
they are quickly pounced on by 
another predator. 

And that is the final factor 
that needs to be borne in mind 
before the end of the con- 
glomerate is celebrated. Its 
demise does not mean that the 
era of the large company is over. 

Rather, as the planned merg- 
ers of Guinness and Grand 
Metropolitan and of BT and 
MCI demonstrate, large com- 
panies are likely to become 
even larger. It is just that where 
they were previously spread 
across various businesses they 
wiO now be focused on one 
industry and seeking to domi- 
nate it through achieving as 
much market share as they are 
allowed. And they will seek to 
ensure they keep their options 
open - not through outright 
purchases but through devel- 
oping complex systems of part- 
nerships and strategic alliances. I 


Wood new chief of 
Sheffield Wednesday 


Alar m at slump in Japan’s economy 


Andrew Yates 

Sheffield Wednesday, the Pre- 
mier League football club, has 
moved closer to a flotation on 
the slock market by appointing 
fan Wood the former head of 
First Leisure’s sports division, 
as its new chief executive. 

Mr Wood took up his duties 

at the start of the week. The dub 
has not revealed what he win be 
paid but he is thought to be in 
line for bonuses and share op- 
tions if he can float the club. 

Sheffield Wednesday yester- 
day sent its shareholders details 
of its financial results for the 
—year to 3 1 May. The club made 
TPa loss of £3 .2m after splashing 
oul more than £43m on trans- 
fers, including last seasons 
£3_5m purchase of Bene to Car- 
bone. the Italian football star. 
The dub returned to the black 
at the operating level, making 
a profit of £ 1.84m compared to 

a loss of £716.000 last year. 


Charterhouse Development 
Capital the venture capitalists, 
became the largest shareholder 
in Sheffield Wednesday last 
May, paying £l5.6m fora 36-per- 
cent stake in the club. The dub 
has used the cash to buy new 
players such as Paolo Di Canio, 
another Italian import, from 
Celtic. Manager David Pleat has 
been told he has more money to 
spend on players. 

Geoff Arbuthnolt, of Char- 
terhouse Development, said: 
“This new appointment brings 
us closer to a flotation.” 

Mr Wood headed First 
Leisure’s bowling and health 
and fitness business. His exit is 
one of a growing number of 
management changes at the 
leisure group in the wake of the 
appointment of Michael Grade, 
the former head of Channel 4, 
as chairman. Chief executive 
John Conlan and NickThmblyn, 
who was in charge of the bingo 
division, have both left. 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

New figures showing the 
sharpest contraction In the 
Japanese economy for 23 years, 
along with plummeting share 
prices in Tokyo, Bong Kong and 
i Jakarta, sent a ripple of alarm 
around the world’s stock mar- 
kets yesterday. 

The collapse in the Japanese 
economy during the second 
quarter of tins year - described 
rtf ^-fri ghtening” and ^appalling” 

| by economists- ensued that the 
crisis in Asia will dominate the 
meetings of the G7 finance min- 
isters and the International 
Monetary Ftand starting in Hong 

Kong next week. 

Gordon Brown intends to 
emphasise the need for open- 
ness in economic policies at his 
first IMF meeting. The recent 
events in Asian financial mar- 
kets, which have been blamed 
partly on inadequate informa- 
tion, have made the Chancel- 
lors planned remarks more 


relevant, according to Trea- 
sury officials. 

Mr Brown, with other EU fi- 
nance ministers, will meet 
many of their Asian counter- 
parts in Bangkok in advance of 
tiie G7 and IMF sessions. Of- 


ficials said this mold be an op- 
portunity for a genuine ex- 
change ol views on the lessons 
to be drawn from the handling 
of the current crisis. 

. There was scant sign of sta- 
bility in the region’s currencies 


Asian crisis ‘need 
not hinder growth’ 


Manila - A new World Bank 
report claimed yesterday that 
the East Asian financial crisis 
would not hamper the region's 
record of strong growth as long 
as structural economic reforms 
were made, writes Stephen 
Vines. 

"faking issue with some Asian 
leaders, primarily Malaysia’s 
Prime Minister. Mahathir Mo- 
hamad, Stijn Claessens. the re- 
port's main author, said he did 
not think that international 
speculators and hedge fund 
managers were responsible for 


the turbulence in Asian cur- 
rencies and stock markets. 

“On the contrary,'’ he said, 
“in some cases they have sup- 
ported these currencies.” He 
argued that the general pes- 
simism about Asian markets was 
more than the fundamentals 
warranted, and said some fund 
managers were coming back. 

Even so, the report gives 
plenty of grounds for pes- 
simism. At the heart of the re- 
gion's problems, it says, lies a 
mass of bad debt and low- 
grade lending by banks. 


and stock markets yesterday. 
Tokyo’s Nikkei index lost 423 
points to end at 18JS82. Hong 
Kong's Hang Seng index also 
dived, shedding 497 points to 
14308. 

In London theFTSE 100 in- 
dex ended 50 points lower at 
4JI54. By mid-monung the Dow 
Jones index was down 94 points 
at 7,625, while the dollar 
jumped to ¥120. 

Vfesterday’s figures showed 
that Japan’s GDP declined by 29 
per cent In the second quarter of 
the year; the biggest fall since a 
3 A per cent drop early in 1974. 

Consumer spending dived 
by 5.7 percent, and private in- 
vestment fell by L5 percent Ex- 
ports are the only expanding 
area of the economy 

Koji Omi the economic plan- 
ning minister, said the foil in 
GDP was temporary, reflecting 
an increase in sales tax in 
April “The gradual recovery 
trend led by domestic demand 
remains intact,” he said. 

Comment, page 21 


British Energy 
to buy nuclear 
stations in US 
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Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

British Energy yesterday un- 
veiled its biggest expansion 
since privatisation last year, 
with a venture to buy and op- 
erate several nuclear power 
stations in the US. 

The nuclear group has 
formed a joftn venture business 
to acquire the stations, called 
AmerGen, with its US partner, 
the Philadelphia utility group 
Pcco Energy. Robin Jeffrey, 
British Energy's deputy chair- 
man. said in Washington Iasi 
nigbi that the new company was 
already in discussions with sev- 
eral other power businesses to 
buy nuclear stations. 

“We're looking at a number 
of plants and are talking to the 
owners. This is not to acquire 
a single plant Peco on their own 
could do that It's bigger than 
that We’re not going to buy one 
plant and pull up slumps.” said 
Mr Jeffrey. 

Mr Jeffrey said AmerGen 
was not planning to buy Peco's 
existing nuclear stations, but was 
examining some of the other 
106 nudear generating plants 
across the US. Peco. which be- 
gan exploring investment op- 
portunities with British Energy 
last October, wholly owns a nu- 
clear station at Limerick in 
Pennsylvania and has 413 per 
cent stakes in two more, at 
Peach Bottom in the same state 
and Salem in New Jersey. 

Thc move into the US fol- 
lowed the decision by a con- 
sortium including British 
Energy to pull out of the bid- 
ding for a coal generating plant 


in Australia. Mr Jeffrey said one 
of the reasons for the switch to 
nuclear acquisitions was the 
high price of fossil fuel gener- 
ating capacity. “Fossil genera- 
tion at the moment is a sellers' 
market," he said. 

British Energy will use its ex- 
pertise gained from boosting the 
performance of its reactors. 
Since the sell-off last year the 
output of its gas-cooled stations, 
and the Sizewell B pressurised 
water reactor, have exceeded 
analysts expectations. 

The company declined to ray 
how much cash it expected to in- 
ject into AmerGen, or the lia- 
bilities it would take on from 
buying power plants. Mr Jeffrey 
said British Energy’s investment 
would depend on the age of the 
stations acquired and their fu- 
ture decommissioning costs. 

Separately. Magnox Electric, 
the stale-owned nuclear gener- 
ator split off from British Energy 
On privatisation, announced a 
big reduction in the hole in its 
balance sheet after a cut in its 
decommissioning liabilities. In 
the year to the end of March the 
black hole in its accounts shrank 
from £1.33bn to £682m, large- 
ly because of cheaper decom- 
missioning contracts with British 
Nuclear Fuels. 

Magnox's total liabilities 
dropped from £8.9bn to £8.4bn, 
whde the value of its investments 
rose by £500m to £3.44bn. The 
re mainin g assets, in the form of 
a guarantee from the govern- 
ment to cover some liabilities, 
was uprated by 4 5 per cent from 
JE3.7bn to £4bn. Mark Baker, 
chairman, said that in two years 
the deficit would be wiped out. 
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United Biscuits narrows its focus 


U nited Biscuits fans become so 
used to making headlines for 
the wrong reasons that it was 
proud to boast a set of results that were 
“deliberately boring” yesterday. The 
company and its chief executive. Eric 
Nicull have certainly beeu through the 
mill in the past few years - the McVi- 
tics and KP crisps group has been re- 
lentlessly pursued by powerful 
competitors such as PepsiCo, the mak- 
ers of Walkers Crisps. 

The effect on LTB has been a share 
price that has underperformed the mar- 
ket by 60 per cent over the past five 
years. Yesterday's 5Jp fall took the 
Mock to a five-year low of 198p. 


The Investment Column 


EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND 


With the bid premium evaporating 
and analysts downgrading mil-year 


forecasts to £llQm, UB shares have now 
Men to a forward rating of around 13. 
This is hardly expensive, but fora com- 
pany with this record, not cheap either. 


Problems take 
shine off Rio Tinto 


To its credit, the company has tak- 
sullcd out of the 


cn tough decisions. It pi 

United Slates when the Keebler op- 
eration was sold two years ago. Since 
then it has also sold nine other busi- 
nesses. mainly in continental European 
snacks, and rationalised its manufac- 
turing base through eight factory clo- 


sures. Other disposals are expected in 
; UK snacks 


low-margin areas such as 
and continental businesses, though 
there are no immediate plans and buy- 
ers may prove thin on the ground. 

The strategy going forward is to con- 
centrate firepower on fewer key brands, 
such as Hoola Hoops, Skips and Pen- 
guin. w Nile driving forward more recent 
launches such as the McVities Go 
Ahead range of low-fat snacks. 

The portfolio has certainly been 
strengthened. Two years ago, 40 per 
cent of UB’s sales delivered a return 
on capital employed of 5 per cent or 
under. But after disposing of businesses 
u it h £Ibn of sales, just 5 per cent of 
turnover is now in that category. By 
contrast, more than three-quarters of 
the group's business returns more 
than 20 per cent on capital employed. 

While it is difficult to fault, the 
strategy, the criticism is that it is tak- 
ing a long time to feed through to re- 
sults. Profits before exceptional in the 
six months to 12 July were flat at £45m 
and the company is struggling to drive 
growth. Sales fell by 3 per cent at con- 
stant currency rales and the company 
admits there is unlikely to be any top 
line growth in the second half. All this 
means UB Is relying on efficiency im- 
provements to improve the bottom line. 
S*.' while the City had been hoping that 
UB was moving into the recovery 
phase, the best it can look forward to 
is another year of consolidation. 

The geographic picture is also still 
veiy mixed. UK snacks and biscuits prof- 
its were flat but crisps sales fell, with 
own-label business particularly weak. In 
•Asia Pacific profits were wiped out by 
a price war in Australia, where Pepsi- 
Co's Frito Lay is attacking UB's dom- 
inant share in the grocery sector. 


R io Tinto, the mini ng gro up which 
used to be called KTZ, has suf- 
fered some unaccustomed hic- 
coughs over the past year or so. The 
Sumitomo scandal, which saw copper 
prices slump last year, was not of the 
group's making, but a range of other 
problems closer to home have taken the 
shine off the group's normally slick im- 
age. Coinciding with the integration of 
CRA, the Australian associate with 
which it merged last year, the dares 
have underperformed the market by 16 
per cent since the beginning of 1996, 
dropping 29p to 996p yesterday. 


The cause was probably di sap- 
interim dividend, 


pointment over the 
which has effectively been cut as a re- 
sult of Rio's dedsioQ to declare its re- 


sults in dollars. So although the group 
announced a flat payout of 16-5 cents 
yesterday, the gain in the value of the 
pound since last year means that the 
sterling equivalent of the payment 
has been cut 2.2 per cent to I037p. 

But Rio is also trying to rebuild cov- 
er, which was 15 times in dollar terms 
last year. Exchange and cover will re- 
verse in time . More important is the 
outlook for earnings, which, rising 9 per 
cent to S975m (£399m) at the pre-tax 
level, were broadly in line with expec- 
tations in the six months to June. 

There are grounds for hope there. 
Rio appears to be getting to grips with 
the high costs in Comaico, the Aus- 
tralian aluminium operation. It is also 
taking a hard line over its coal opera- 
tions in New South Wales. In total, cost 
savings following the CRA merger 
should be r unnin g at their full rate of 
S2S0m by next year. 

Trickier to call is the Kennecott 
smelter at the Bingham Canyon mine 
in Utah. Lost profits could be as much 
as SlOOm this year, after $150m in 1996. 

The effects of Rio's rising output 
were dear from the interim figures, 
with higher gold and copper produc- 
tion at Kennecott and capacity in- 
creases at the Escondida mine in 


Chile feeding into a £l44m earnings 
uplift from sales volumes. That mo- 
mentum should be maintained info the 
second half, with higher copper prices 
to boot The real clouds come from the 
Far East, in the extent of Chinese buy- 
ing of copper and bow much demand 
is lost if growth falters in the tiger 
economies. Full-year earnings of 
$1.4bn would put the shares on a for- 
ward p/e of 16. Hold. 


Coats in need of 
major surgery 


United Biscuits: At a glance 


Market vate £1 ,05bn, share price 198p <-SL5p) 


Ifctding record 

1994 

1995 

Fullysar 

1996 

1996 

| 

1997 

half year 

Turnover (£m) 

2.998 

3.001 

1,986 

1.047 

9182 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

13U 

(100.6) 

24.4 

42.8 

13J 

Earnings per share (p) 

16.3 

(23.9) 

3.2 

55 

06 

Dmdeods per share (p) 

15.3 

9.8 

10.0 

3.5 

36 


Operating Profit, 6 months (£m) 

50— 



Biscuits Frozen & Continental Asia 
& Snacks CWBed foods Europe Pacific 


UK 


Share price, (pence) 

450 



|oats Viyella, the troubled textiles 
group, has fallen apart at the 
'seams over the past few years. 
Terrible first-half results yesterday 
saw its shares tumble another 13p to 
108p, having fallen from 164p a year 
ago and 283p in 1994. 

In die past five years the shares have 
underperformed the stock market by 
more than 70 per cent. 

Pre-tax profits fell 12 per cent to 

£4 1.5m in the six months to June. The 
figures reveal a catalogue of woes. The 
spring collection at Jaeger, the normally 
reliable fashion label, flopped. A 
downturn in the Russian fashion mar- 
ket whacked margins on sales of 
Berghaus clothes and Coats’ contract 
clothing business, which supplies M&S, 
was disrupted by a continuing re- 
structuring program. To cap it all, the 
strong pound wiped £6m off operat- 
ing profits. 

There is no easy solution to Coats' 
many problems. The second half is like- 
ly to see some sort of improvement, but 
not much of one. 

Mike Ost, the new chief executive, 
faces an uphill struggle to pull the 
group out of the mire. In ois short 
tenure he has already accelerated 
Coats' belated restructuring pro- 
gramme, which will cost the group up 
to £30m a year, compared to an orig- 
inal budget of £10m. But the group is 
in need of more fundamental surgery. 

Mr Ost is to announce his future 
strategy by the end of the year. He will 
have to reveal a raft of disposals or a 
break up of the group via a demerger 
to restore any sort of investor confi- 
dence. 

House broker BZW has slashed its 
current year profits forecast from 
£140m to £92m to reflect the rise in re- 
structuring charges and the poor 
prospects for the second half That puts 
the shares on a prospective p/e ratio 
of 13. Coats should also maintain its 
dividend at RSp, to give a forward yield 
of more than 10 per cent. Even so the 
shares look high enough. 



continues with new 


profits warning 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


limelight, the Moben kitchens 
and Dolphin bathrooms group, 
which has been one of the 
worst new issues of recent 
times, continued its disastrous 
run yesterday when it issueda 
fresh profits warning and said 
it would not be paying an 
interim dividend. 

Limelight shares (ost more 
than 40 per cent of their value, 
dosing 27p down at 37.5p. They 
were priced at 175p when the 
company was brought to the 
market last November with 
NM Rothschild acting as its 
financial adviser and Cazenove, 
the blue-blooded City firm, 
acting as broker. 

Some institutions noted that 
Rothschild was alsp adviser to 
Aerostructures Hamble, the en- 
gineering business chaired by 
Lord King, which issued a series 
of profits warnings after coating 
to the market in 1994. It was 
eventually taken over ayear later 


at a fraction. of the issue puce. 
In that case there were thr eats 
of litigation from institutions 
though it never materialised. 

It is possible that there could 
be a Stock Exchange investiga- 
tion into the performance of 
Limelight shares, though the ex- 
change refused to comment 
yesterday. “It is a disaster," said 
one institutional investor. “It 
may be one for the regulators." 

Limelight blamed the latest 
warning on “unprecedented 
decline" in appointments at its 
Moben kitchen showrooms in 
the first quarter which caused 
to drop by a third in the 
first three months. The Rutland 
conservatory business was also 
affected by local competition. 

Stephen Cotter, chief execu- 
tive, admitted the performance 
was poor but said he had not 
been subjected to any pressure 
from institutions for board- 
room changes. “We are as dev- 
astated as the shareholders. 
Bat no one could have foreseen 
these massi ve decreases." 


Stephen Boler, the Cheshire 
entrepreneur who developed 
the company and made £t>0m 
from the float, still owns 17 per 
cent of the shares and is a non- 
executive director. He has 
written to the company sayings 
he has no intention of return*'-, 
ing to an executive position or 
of taking the company private. 


Reporting a slump in first- 
half operating profits from 
£S.lm to £700,000, Limelight 


said sales at Moben- Kitchens 
Direct, Dolphin Bathrooms and 
Portland conservatories had all 
fallen sharply. Only Sharps bed- 
rooms recorded a sales gain. 
Dolphin and Portland .dumped 
into a loss in the period. 

Mr Cotter said trading had 
increased since the end of the 
half year with overall group sales 
in the first nine weeks up by 
5 per cent on the same period 
last year. However he admitted 
that a kitchens and bathrooms 
company should be seeing more 
benefit from the £30bn of build- 
ing society windfalls. 


L&G assets boosted by 
£3.7bn of new money 


A record £3.7bn of new money 
from customers flooded into Le- 
gal & General in the first half 
of 1997, according to figures re- 
leased with the insurer's results 
yesterday. 

The influx of new money, 
which was £500m higher than 
the previous half-year record, 
helped boost assets under man- 
agement at L&G to £S4.6bn. 

Operating profits for the 
group rose L5 per cent over the 
period to £155. 1m with world- 
wide new equivalent premium 
income, which measures new 
regular premiums phis 10 per 
cent of single premiums, rising 
by 16 per cent 

David Prosser, chief execu- 


tive, said the results demon- 
strated the strength of L&G’s 
core business and while the 
performance would be diffi- 
cult to replicate, he said the sec- 
ond half was progressing well: 

UK business led the way m 
the first six months with equiv- 
alent premiums rising 24 per 
cent and new individual business 
by 49 per cent. 

UK life and pensions oper- 
ating profit rose to £1153m 
from £103.4m previously, while 
UK general insurance profits in- 
creased from £9.7m to £10. lm. 

The strength of sterling over 
the past 12 months, however, 
helped cut overseas life and pen- 
sions profits by £lm to £!9m. 


Mr Prosser said competition 
remained tough and attention 
was focused on driving down ex- 
penses. Unit costs at L&G haw 
fallen by 25 per cent since 1993. 

Analysts said full-year prof- 
it forecasts may have to be cut 
slightly since the results were a 
shade below expectations. 

The interim dividend is be- 
ing increased by 14 per cent t." v 
4p, arise that reflected the ben- 
efits of changes made lost year 
to the operation of L&Q's long- 
term fund. 

The changes provide a basis 
for transfers from tho insurance 
fund, described by Mr Prosser 
as the “flywheel of dividend 
growth". > . 


Booker profits hit by strong pound 


Nigel Cope 


Booker, the cash and carry 
group which acquired the rival 
Nurdin & Peacock group last 
year, disappointed the market 
yesterday w ith lower profits hit 
Iw a fail in salmon prices and the 
effects of the strong pound. 
Charles Bowen, chief executive, 
said that if sterling continued at 
current levels it would knock 
L7m from full year profits. 

Booker shares fell 29.5 p io 
2S7.5p as analysts downgraded 


their profit forecasts. However, 
Mr Bowen was upbeat about the 
performance of the cash and 
carry operation and said the in- 
tegration of Nurdin & Peacock 
was ahead of schedule. 

Additional costs have been 
taken out of the business and Mr 
Bowen said Booker would fulfil 
its pledge of paying down £l(Xkn 
of debt by the end of 199S. Debt 
at the half year was £382ra. un- 
changed from last full year. 

Mr Bowen said Booker was 
considering the future of 22 


more depots but said jobs lost 
in any further closures would be 
offset by jobs created as the 
company completes its move to- 
wards central distribution. 

Group pre-tax profits before 
exceptional items fell from 
£24.7m to £22m. The dumping 
of Norwegian salmon ana the 
strong pound caused UK 
agribusiness profits to fall from 
£10m to £3m- The company has 
set up joint ventures to open 
cash and cany operations in 
Thailand and M; 


Vickers seeks £100m from medical Sale 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


discussions bad taken place 


with potential predators. 
“We'v ' 


Vickers, the Challenger tanks to 
Rolls-Royce cars group, hopes 
to raise £100m from the sale of 
its loss-making medical equip- 
ment businesses. 

Announcing the sale yester- 
day, Sir Colin Chandler, chair- 
man. moved to curb speculation 
of a break-up bid for Vickers by 
companies such as British Aero- 
space or GKN, insisting that no 


/e’ve had no approaches. 
There's no truth in that what- 
soever,” said Sir Colin. Both 
GKN and, yesterday, BAe, have 
also denied the rumours. 

Sir Colin said Vickers had 
already received several expres- 
sions of interest about tbe med- 
icaJ division from potential buyers. 
“We are looking for a single pur- 
chaser but there's not one out 
there yet We wish there was." 


Three medical businesses are left 
in the group, together employ- 
ing about 500 staff. The biggest 
of the companies makes inten- 
sive care incubators in the US. 

Vickers yesterday revealed 
that the medical division slipped 
further into the red in the first 
half of the year, losing £4.6m, 
compared with £200,000 during 
the same period in 1996. Around 
£3.6m of tbe losses came from 
the reduction in stock values. 

Vickeis' headline profits in 


the first six months of the year 
fell by more than half, from 
£3 1.8m to £15ra. Most of the 
drop came from a £12 5m pro- 
vision to cover losses on the sale 
of another loss-making medical 
business. S&W. which makes 
monitors. 

Sales of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley care rose 13 per cent, 
but a drop in demand for the 
most exclusive limousines con- 
tributed to a fall in operating 
profits from £13.5m to £9.8ra. 


Sir Colin repeated that Rolls- 
Royce was nor for sale, despite 
the continued interest from 
BMW, the German car group 
which supplies the Crewe-based 
company with engines and 
other components*. “We’ve got 
no thoughts of selling it for some 
time, if at all. BMW would love 
to buy it." 

Sir Colin said the long-await- 
ed replacement Rolls-Royce, 
the first since 19S0. would ar- 
rive before 2000. •* 
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Former Foreign Secretary goes 
in to bat for Britain once more 


Lord Hurd of WSestvreU, the 
former Foreign Secretary, is 
going into bat for British 
Invisibles as its new chairman. 
At the same time BI is 
proposing to merge with 
another body which promotes 
the cou ntry's financial sector 
abroad, CEENEX the export 
promotion company run by 
the Corporation of London. 

BI s a creature of the Bank 
of England, so the new 
organisation would represent 
a marriage between two big 
boys in foe City. The nuptials 
depend on the respective 
members giving tbe go-ahead 
to the two bodies, although 
not much is likely to stop this 
arranged marriage. 

Whether this will give Lord 
Hurd more clout than his 
other job as a director of 
NatWest Group depends on 
your point of view. In fact the 
bespectacled Old Etonian is 
already deputy chairman of 
BL He will replace Sir Brian 
Pearse, about whom I have 
already written an inordinate 
amount this week. 

Over io Threadneedle 
Street, Eddie George is happy 
to give his blessing to foe 
marriage, saying that Bl and 
CEENET together will 
provide "a solid foundation 
on which an effective and 
efficient promotional effort 
for foe financial services 
sector can be based". 
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real sensation of driving, with 
instructions fed in by an 
“intelligent” voiceover. Does 
this mean the person behind 
you still gets car sick? Will foe 
machine inform you smugly 
that “you just missed the 
turnoff? The five-hour course 
i reverse 

; soaring divorce rates. 


Phillimore has advised 
various companies on 
international strategy. 


for £75 might helpi 
Britain’s soaring div 


Lord Hurd: Taking the chair 
at British Invisibles 


“Raising foe Bar" is a talk by 
Ken Clark, to be delivered 
next April, according to a 
brochure that has just [ ' 
on my desk. Something about 
drinking ft dry, perhaps? No, 
it's not Ken Clarice, foe 
former Chancellor and new 
chairman of UniChem, but 
Ken Clark, a personal 
financial adviser of 40 years' 
standing, who is delivering the 
speech to the Life Insurance 
Association convention in 


Rail track is moving to plush 
new offices at London's 
Enston Station over tbe next 
fortnight, an excited press 
spokesman tells me. The 
privatised company has spent 
£7m on the refurbishment of 
the office block. The move 
will brine together 900 staff 
from eight former sites 
around the capital, and its 14 
floors will all be open plan - 
apart from the offices of Sir 
Bob Horton and his fellow 
board directors, of course. 


With the EBRD “gold taps 
1 obvic 


BSM. the company that used 
to be called British School of 
Motoring, is launching the 
country's first commercially 
available learner driver 
simulator, which wfl] teach 
novice drivers foe basic s kills 
before they are unleashed on 
foe public highway. 

Now learners can nm over 


virtual dogs, reverse on to 
computer-generated 
pavements and attempt to 
drive off with the handbrake 
still on to their hearts’ 
content, secure in the 
knowledge that the rest 
of us are safe. 

BSM*s chief executive, 
Richard Glover, is euphoric 
“The new simulator is great 
news for learner drivers. It 
takes away those nervous 
moments when you are sitting 
in foe driver's seat for foe first 
time faced with what seems 
tike dozens of controls and foe 
daunting challenge of actually 
getting me car moving." 

The machine was designed 
by the French aircraft 
simulator specialists Faros. 

Tbe makers daim you get a 


Birmingham next year. 
Mr Clark' ' ‘ ' 


in the loo" scandal obviously in 
mind, foe Rail track spokesman 
added: “We will have no 
marble walls or waterfalls. It 
wall all be tastefully decorated 
in pastel shade s. It w ill reflect 
our status as a FTSE 100 

company. " 


rk's speech will deal 
with knotty issues including 
“How competitive are you? 
Do you set yourself goals? Do 
you raise the bar of your own 
expectations?" I suspect Mr 
Clarke’s talk would have been 
more fun. 


Lonrbo has appointed Roger 
Phillimore as a non-executive 
director, in a move which will 
no doubt confirm former 
chairman Tiny Rowland’s 
dark suspicions that Anglo 
American Corporation is 
stalking the jewel in Lo nr bo's 
crown, the Ashanti gold mine. 
Mr Phillimore held positions 
in Anglo American prior to 
joining Minorco in 1981, 
where he was joint managing 
director from 1982 to 1993L 
Since he left Minorco Mr 


United Biscuits is legendary 
in its generosity as far as 
freebies for journalists and 
analysts are concerned, as foe 
food manufacturer proved 
once again yesterday when it 
announced its results at City 
PR outfit Brunswick. Lucky 
journos tucked into packets 
of “Phileas Fogg Authentic 
Tortilla'’ ehips, biscuits, cake 
and “Go Ahead" low fat 
products (very suitable). 

Coincidentally Booker, the 
cash and carry group, were 
also announcing their results 
at Brunswick. Charles 
Bowen, chief executive, 
obviously got a bit peckish as 
he was spotted paying one of 
the analysts £2 for his UB 
nibbles box. 


John Willcock 
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The logic behind pulling a conglomerate apart 


HtlAIAIJJIJ 


BTR Will fail without 

cutting-edge 
technology in the 
industries it has 
chosen to focus on. 
To develop that, it 
needs to invest in a 
way that would not 
have been possible 
under the 
management-by- 
numbers yoke of 
conglomerate 
ownership 


I t is hard to imagine a more dramatic trans^ 
formation of a company than the one be- 
in g'wart ed by Ian Strachen, chief executive 
of BTR_ Described by some as ^“walking 
mamgemenr tcstf book", Mr Stracben’s 
brief was to inject some much needed 
focus’’ into this sprawling industrial co n- 
glomerate. A darting of the anrlr maHwt dm -, 
mg the 1 970s and the 1980s. BTR has gone 
nowhere throughout most of the present 
decade. Its battery of unrelated and diverse 
mduarial interests have become as unfash- 
ionable as they were once fashionable. 

ISnter the smooth-talking Mr Strachen 
fro™ KTZ. Unfortunately his first stab at the 
problem — to focus on businesses with the 
highest growth potential - seems to have 
”^ en consi dered not focused enough by the 
City. BTR's share price has continued to 
underperform over much of the last year. So 
now he’s going further, a lot farther. On top 
of the £23bn of annual sales he’s already dis- 
posed of, there now comes a further £LSbn. 
The ballast already gone, Mr Stracben is 
proposing to throw out some prized posses- 
sions too in his bid to halt the descent in his 
company's share price. Out goes the rela- 
tive^ high-margin packaging interests Fyfhe 
time he’s finished - hopefully by the end of 

next year - he win have divested roughly half 
the group he inherited less that two year s a go . 

Whether this is enough lo do the friHr b any- 
one’s guess but h is certainty true that by the 
time it’s all over, BTR will have become a reh 
atively coherent engineering group. Even if the 


wbde process fails to debvernmch in the way 
of extra shareholder value, this wiD be a beast 
that investors can understand and get to grips 
with. T he sam e could not have bam said of 
the old BTR and other conglomerates that 

sp ran g out of the rolling 1980s. 

Mr Strachen’s efforts may be dramatic, 
but he’s hardly alone in what he's attempt- 
ing to do. This is the age of what has aptly 
been described as the “velcro company”, a 
stick them together and pull them apart 
again culture of corporate endeavour. The 
examples of it are legion. 

Having been built up from nothing in a 
frenzy of unrelated takeovers in the 1980s, 
Hanson eventually split itself into four. IQ 
split in two. The ramp chemicals business 
then disposed of its heavy industrial inter- 
ests and bought Unilever s speciality chem- 
icals business. That In turn has allowed 
Unilever to focus on its core consumer inter- 
ests. Meanwhile Guinness is trying to buy 
GrandMet with the ultimate purpose, it 
would seem, of focusing on the two com- 
panies’ branded drinks divisions and dis- 
posing of the rest. 

Other than gaming investment bankers 
and corporate lawyers a great deal of money, 
is there any point in it afl? Ultimately there 
may not be, but there are certainly power- 
ful forces driving the process. For a start it 
allows managements to concentrate on what 
they are good at. Nobody would get away 
these days with saying, as the big conglom- 
erates once tfid, that all management is the 


same whatever the business. Managers with- 
out intimate knowledge of the needs of their 
markets, and the ability to respond to its 
demands, will fafl. 

In BTR’s case, it will fail without cutting- 
edge technology in the industries it has 
chosen to focus on. lb develop that, it needs 
to invest in a way that would not have been 
possible under the management by numbers 
yoke of conglomerate ownership. Nor is it 
just the demands of the global market place 
that drive the process. It is obviously the case 
that a glass bottle manufacturing company 
of the type BTR plans to dspose of is worth 
more to a c ompa ny already in that business 
than it is to BTR. So with luck there should 
be shareholder value in what BTR is doing, 
despite the market’s scepticism. 

Perhaps the most remarkable thing about 
the present trend is how different his from 
what was thought to create shareholder 
value in the 1980s. Then the fashion was for 
hostile takeovers of unrelated, underper- 
forming companies. Now the trend is for 
agreed deals, generally at international 
level, in a way that brings similar businesses 
in the same markets together. 

It ought to be said that the logical end 
game of this process of global corporate 
restructuring is not, from a public interest 


perspective, a particularly edifying one. 
What it implies is that each industry would 
eventually become dominated by just a 
handful of industry specific companies, with 
alarming consequences for competition 


both at a national and international level. 

For most industries, however, that’s a long 
way down the line. Those who resist the flow 
will find themselves left behind. Mr Strachen 
is undoubtedly adopting the right approach 
here. Yesterday’s big jump in the BTR share 
price ought to mark a turning of the tide. 

Asia will have to 
learn the rules 

f'T’he IMF could scarcely have chosen a bet- 
X ter place to hold its annual meeting this 
year. By a lucky fluke the world’s financial 
c ommuni ty will be gathering in Hong Kong 
to put the Asian financial turmoil under the 
microscope. The questions to address are: 
what caused the crisis, could it have been 
foreseen, could h have been prevented, and 
has the response been adequate? 

With hindsight, the causes of this rude 
interruption to the East Asian economic mir- 
acle are reasonably dear. Hying to keep 
exchange rates fixed with an overheating 
economy and hot money flows sloshing 
around is a recipe for trouble. Protected 
domesticbankmgsectorerifewi&svveethcan 
lending deals have made the situation worse. 

These are not tmobvious points and they 
highlight the feet that recent events were 
very predictable. IMF officials were warn- 
mg that h would happen, first privately and 
then publicly, for months before it actually 
did. Malaysia’s Mr Mahathir was always 


wrong to blame the likes of George Soros 
for this summer's plunge in his currency. Mr 
Soros is merely a mirror of international sen- 
timent. He didn't provoke the crisis, be 
merely capitalised on it. 

As the floodgates broke, the IMF trundled 
its post-Mexico emergency response mech- 
anism into action. The speed with which it 
moved might have helped prevent a melt- 
down in Lhe Thai banking system. But ulti- 
mately prevention and cure lie in the hands, 
not of the international community, but of the 
region's governments. In the end there is 
nothing the IMF can do to alter the policies 
of countries which are not borrowing money 
from iu U can impose economic reforms on 
the poor countries which are amongst its 
biggest borrowers, or on countries like Mex- 
ico and Thailand which seek emergency 
loans. Kit the fate of others like Malaysia and 
Indonesia lies in their own hands. 

With the announcement of reforms like 
the lifting of restrictions on foreign owner- 
ship of shares and the postponement of 
grandiose government building projects, 
both countries have shown signs of reluctant 
acceptance of the rules of the international 
financial markets - including rule number 
one. that foreign capital only wants to come 
in if it can get out again. The crisis should 
have taught them that it is impossible to ride 
two horses at the same time, state dirigisme 
for domestic political influence, ana free 
market capitalism for access to foreign 
money. The two things just don’t mix. 


BAe could 

look to US 
for defence 
partnerships 


Michael Harmon 

British Aerospace hinted yes- 
terday that it would seek to 

- strengthen its ties with the gjant 
defence groups emerging in 
the US unless the pace of con- 

- solidation of the European 
aerospace industry speeded up. 

Sir Dick Evans. BAe chief ex- 
ecutive, said progress towards 
rationalisation among Europe’s 
leading defence companies was 
proving painfully skw-and was 
dogged by political complica- 
tions mid practicalities. 

“My own view is that if the 
US groups begin to have am- 

■ bitions on a global scale, then 

- that provides opportunities for 

• us. Europe has to be in a posi- 
tion where we can look in 
transatlantic terms.” 

Sir Dick pointed out that 
BAe already had strong links 
with the two big US defence and 

- aerospace groups - Lockheed 
Martin and Boeing-McDon- 
nell Douglas. BAe has joined 
Lockheed Martin on the Joint 

.Strike Fighter Project - the 
biggest procurement pro- 


gramme in military history with 
a potential value of $160bn 
(fJOObn). It also has links with 
Boefog-McDoraeD Douglas an 
the Nimrod 2000 programme, 
the Harrier AV8B and the T45. 

However, industry observers 
suggested that BAe might be 
trying to play its European and 
US counterparts off against 
one another. BAe’s preferred 
solution remains a regrouping 
of Europe’s defence industry 
along the lines of the .success-, 
fill ..civil aircraft consortium. 
Airbus Industrie in which BAe J 
has a 20 per cent stake. 

Airbus’s contribution to 
BAe’s results was graphically 
demonstrated yesterday as it 
emerged that it is making annual 
profits of about £130m from the 
manufacture of Airbus wing^. 

Profits from Airbus are set to 
rise further over the next few 
years due to increasing aircraft 
production and efficiency im- 
provements. Deliveries are pro- 
jected to rise from 126 last year 
to 180 this year and 230 next. 

BAe submitted an application 
last month to the DTI for about 



Sir Dick Evans: Worried about slow progress towards 
rationalisation among European defence companies - 


: £L65tti in launch aid to devel- 1 
op a ,stretahed version of die 
long-range Airbus A340. The 
375-seat jet will cost S25bn to 
develop and will for the first 
time, give Airbus a product 
that can compete directly with 
the Boeing 747. 

Meanwhile repayment of 
launch aid far earlier Airbus pro- 
grammes is also set to rise from 
£60m this year to £140m in 
1998 and £160m die year after 
ibat- BAe has now repaid all the 
launch aid received foreaiiy Air- 
bus programmes and is starting 
to pay back rolled-up interest. 
It believes this will strengthen its 
case, not just for launch aid on 


the stzetched ; A340 but for back- 
ing for- the much bigger A3XX 
project which will involve aid of 
£1.9bn from the four Airbus 
governments. 

The launch of the A3XX is 
conditional on Airbus convert- 
ing into a single commercial 
entity by 1999. 

BAe made a pre-tax loss of 
£70m in the first half of the year 
after incurring £348m of ex- 
ceptional charges to cover its 
withdrawal from turboprop 
manufacture. Excluding excep- 
tional items, profits rose by 29 
per cent to £278m on sales of 
£3.87bn. The order book stands 
at a record £19.5bn. 


Brussels urged 
to relax stance 
on BA alliance 


Michael Harrison 

A rift was threatening to de- 
velop last night between 'Wash- 
ington and Brussels over the 
Bntish Airways- American Air- 
lines alliance after a senior US 
government official warned the 
European Commission not to 
impose too strict conditions on 
the deal. 

The US Under Secretary of 
State for Commerce, Stuart 
Eizenstat, delivered the message 
• during a short meeting with 
Karel Van Mforltbe EC Com- 
tition Commissioner. Mr 


uzensuu saw ; — — - 

_ about Mr \4ui Miert’s insistence 
that the alliance should only be 
allowed to proceed if BA and 
American gave up 353 take-off 
and landing slots at Heathrow. 

Mr Eize nstat said that if the 
alliance did not proceed then 
iwr would there be an open skies 

- agreement between Britain and 
the the US: “Vfe expressed the 

- hope that the merger wodd be 

* i j *v n i ha iwvinitTnflR 


ovea mu u m — — 

td be attached that would 
jin the way." 
iere were fears last night 

. . , .MM/wnninto 
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I Europe and the US over 
oval for the Boeing- 
ormell Douglas merger, 
ended with Boeing agree- 
ame modest concessions 
Micrt.^ 

wever. Commission oth- 

autioned agamst reading 
such into Mr Eizenstat s 
aems The Department of 
nerce has no direct m- 
ment in vetting *e deal 


that are the Department of 
Transportation, which finally 
began its formal review of the 
affiance this week, and the De- 
partment of Justice, which has 
to give BA and American anti- 
trust immunity. 

There was further confusion 
over Mr Eizenstat’s remarks 
since the US General Ac- 
counting Office, die investiga- 
tive arm of Congress, has 
recommended . similar condi- 
tions to those put forward by Mr 
Van Miert- The General Ac- 
counting Office said earlier this 
summer that the two airlines 
should be' required to relinquish 
322 slots a week - the equiva- 
lent of 23 round trips a day. The 
Co mmissio n’s proposals would 
involve surrendering 25 round 
trips a day. 

Earlier this week Bob Cran- 
dall, chairman of Am e ri ca n , 
said the two carriers could only 
afford to surrender about half 
the slots the Cbmmsston want- 
ed. This is in line with the rec- 
ommendations of Britain’s 
Office of ffcrr Hading,^ whkh said 
168 skits should be relinquished. 

In a further twist, however. 
Delta Air lines of the US, the 
airline most vigorously opposed 
to the alliance, bas said that 
none of the conditions 
demanded by the regulatory 
authorities goes far enough. It 
wants BA and American to be 
forced to give away 700 to 800 
slots. 

The alliance needs to re- 
ceive clearance from London, 
Washington and Brussels by 
November otherwise BA and 
American may not be abteto 
launch joint services in time for 
next summer’s timetable.. • 


IN BRIEF 


Bank leaves interest rates alone 

The Bank of England announced after its Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee finished meeting yesterday that there would be no change 
in interest rates this month. The decision to leave rates at 7 per 
cent had been widely expected as the Bank signalled as much in 
its August statement. It offers home-buyers some relief after the 
four increases announced in the preceding four months, each of 
which led to higher mortgage costs. Under the new arrangements 
set in place after the general election, the decision is taken by a 
majority vote of the Bank of England committee, and minutes 
of the meeting will be published m she weeks' time. 

Environment Agency backs water spending 

The Environment Agency has put further pressure on Ofwat, the 
water watchdog, to allow more spending for environmental im- 
icnts in the next price formula for the industry from 2000. 
’ her, the Agency’s chief executive, bas written to the 
managing direct ms of all the privatised water groups stressing 
that (Swat’s plans for a big one-off cut in bills should be mod- 
erated to include more cash for discretionary environmental spend- 
ing. “It is right that customers should benefit ... but there must 
be no question of the environmental improvement programme 
being capped by predetermined price limits," be said The letter 
is the clearest signal yet that lan Byatt, the regulator, feces stiff 
opposition from the agency. 

Passenger numbers up at BAA terminals 

BAA. the operator of Heathrow and Gatwick airports, reported 
an 8 per cent increase in passenger numbers in August to 10.8 mfl- 
lion. The biggest increases came at Southampton and Glasgow 
airports, which saw increases of more than 13 per cent, while at 
Heathrow passenger traffic rose by 6 per cent. The figures were 
boosted by foe strength of the European charter market, where 
passenger numbers surged by 103 per cent 

Shell’s interim dividend rises 



__ J.lp 2_ r -- . 

The dividend, which is traditionally announced by Shell several 
weeks after its financi al results, will be paid on 3 November. 

Brawn launches EMU advisory group 

The Chancellor. Gordon Brows, has launched an advisory group 
to ^ranine the practical implications of EMU, whether or not 
the UK joins the single currency. Meeting representatives of the 
UK business community and other interested parties, including 
the TUC and the Consumers’ Association, the Oiancellor said: 

fo^Britisih business whether or noTthe^nhed Kmgc^im joins. 
It is vital that firms are prepared for those implications. Abetter 
prepared business sector will be more competitive in the chan~ 
fog economic landscape of Europe." Separate working parties w 
be-set up to consider detailed practical questions. 


National Express plans more 
job cuts as profits hit £32m 


Andrew Yates 


National Express, the trans- 
port group which has become 
the largest train operator in the 
UK, said yesterday it had 
sacked 600 people since taking 
over five rail franchises priva- 
tised by lhe government and was 
planning another round of re- 
dundancies. Analysts believe 
the group could eventually shed 
more than Z 000 jobs, a quarter 
of the workforce it inherited 
from British Rafl. 

National Express, which will 
receive a Government subsidy 
of £Z8bn to run trains over the 
next 15 years, made a profit of 
more than £8tn from its train di- 
vision in the six months to June 
before restructuring costs to 
cover redundancies. Overall 
National Express recorded b 39 
per cent rise in underlying pre- 
tax profits to £3L&m rind boost- 
ed the interim dividend by 18 
per cent to 4p: 


will make around £20m tram 
trains in the current year, fu- 
elling criticism that the gov- 
ernment sold off the rail 
network fer too cheaply. 

One analyst said: "National 
Express will make a packet 
from these franchises. They 
are a gold mine and the group 
looks like It got a real bargain." 

National Express has added 
its voice to the growing row be- 
tween the train operating com- 
panies and Rfliltrack, owner of 
the UK’s railway tracks and sta- 
tions. The group has ap- 
proached John Swift, the Rail 
Regulator, to voice concerns 
that it could be forced to pay 
millions of pounds a year to 
Rail track under a controversial 
performance regime based on 
a reduction in delays caused by 
signalling or track failures. The 
group plans to put pressure on 
the -Regulator to -amend the 
scheme. 


Colin Child, National Ex- 
press finance director, said: 
“We have discussed the per- 
formance regime with the Reg- 
ulator. We believe it should be 
set at another level." 

National Express’s comments 
come after an outcry from Cbn- 
nex South Central the French- 
owned group which runs trains 
from London to Brighton, over 
the £9m it has been form! to 
pay to RaOtrack under the 
scheme. One source said: “This 
is a growing feeling iu the in- 
dustry that Rail track has got off 
lightly and will continue to rake 
in the cash. Wfc want to and will 
stop that." 

National Express said it had 
a war chest that could stretch to 
several hundreds of millions of 
I on acquisitions. 
; up a host of targets 
at home ana abroad. 

■ . Phil White,- thegroup’s new 
chief executive, said he was 
not just looking for transport ac- 


quisitions. He died the group's 
attempt to buy the Welcome 
Break service stations from 
Granada, which failed al the las 
hurdle, as an example of the fu- 
ture deals that could be done. 

National Express is also keen 
to expand its airport division. It 
has already pul in a bid for the 
51 per cent of Bristol Airport 
wh ich is up for sale and has ex- 
pressed an interest in ru ruling 
Luton airport. It will also bid for 
a number of the 13 local Aus- 
tralian airports which will he pri- 
vatised this year. 

National Express announced 
plans to introduce a combined 
bus and train ticket in Birm- 
ingham next month. It is also 
looking to introduce combined 
bus and train services through- 
out the Midlands. The company 
said it was confident it would gel 
clearance from the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission for its 
acquisition of ScotRail and 
Centra] Trains. 
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Overnight fall in New York sends Footsie into retreat 
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Share spotlight 



Shares gave ground for the 
fourth day running with Foot- 
sie falling below 4.900 points. 
The blue-chip index lost a far- 
ther 50-4; It has fallen almost 
140 this week. 

Selli n g has been relatively 
light. With buyers seemingly 
content to sit on the sidelines 
the stock market is beginning 
to look exceedingly toed at 
though many observers be- 
lieve shares will recover their 
buoyancy. This week’s ragged 
retreat follows a strong per- 
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phrase, retaining shareholder 
value, featured high in its pre- 
sentation. 

The company promised to 
return cash rased in its bid to 
become afocused.engineering 
group to shareholders, pre- 


sie achieved a 376.7 advance. 

New York’s overnight fall 
and poor opening did much of 
yesterday’s damage. Further 
weakness in the Far East was 
another telling influence. 

Another heavy round of 
company results was generally 
well received with BTR, lie lat- 
est to turn its bade on the con- 
glomerate image, leading blue 
chips with a I5p (after 2Z5p) 
gam to 234p. The latest buzz 
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DEREK PAIN 
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to even drag tbe bombed-out 
warran ts higher. . 

The batch whi ch can be 
switched into BTR shares this 
year , at 258p more than dou- 
bled to 2.75p and next year’s 
warrants, with an exercise price 
of 4Q5p, jumped Q.75p to 2.75p. 

EMI was another to bock 
the trend. Like BTR, its shares 
were recently bumping along 
at a 12-month low. 

Tbe showbiz group’sper- 
fbrmance, up 6p at 583 -5p, is 
an indirect result of die 
planned Grand Metropoli- 
tan/Gumness merger. 

The market is convinced, 
that if the mammoth deal goes 
through, it wHl put intense 


pressure on Allied Domecq 
and Seagram, the Panartia^ 
drinks giant, to take defensive ■ 
action, possibly by merging 
their spirit operations. 

Such a get-together could 
lead to a separately quoted \ 
company with Allied and Sea- 
gram raising cadi by ceiln^g 
some of their interest. 

Allied would probably poor 
the money into its retail oper- 
ations and Seagram, which 
has caught the showbiz bug, 
could decide to descend on 
EMI, a disappointing share 
since last years dcmeiger from 
the Thorn rental group. 

To pOe on the agony for for- 
mer Thorn EMI shareholder 
the Thom side has turned in 


an even weaker display, falling 
from 4Q2J5p to 166p. 

National Westminster Bank 
added lOp to 834p on the 
stoiy it would sell its securities 
arm to Commeizbank and 
P&O continued to score from 
Bovis flotation plans, up 6.5p 
to67I.5p. 

The latest outbreak of Ear 
Eastern worries hit HSBC 
695p to l,912p and Standard 
Chartered 11.5p to 7S7.5p. 
Far Eastern investment trusts 
were other casualties of the ft- 
nific storm. Bn mo ah Castrol, 
one of the Footsie casualties, 
fell 22p to l,070.5p. 

Britton, the packaging 
group, rase 42>p to 75 -5p (with 
some deals at 80p) on specu- 


lation of a bid. Waste Recy- 
cling, the David Williams ve- 
hicle, was little changed at 
27&5p. It is raising £34.4m to 

buy a quarrying and waste dis- 
posal business which should be 
eammgs-enhancingin its first 
year, Stockbroker Kufik believe 
WR shares are a buy. 

Psion continued to plug in 

bom its P hilip s link, gaining 24p 
to 443.5p, and Biocompatibles 
International ra gged a token 
rally, up 25p to 575p. 

Gibbon, the pnnting ink 
group, held at 199.5p although 
sales and profits are running 
“well ahead” of last year. 

Kwik Save, tbe discount 
chain, firmed to 331p; the 
shares were 843p in 1994. 
PDFM, the ubiquitous fund 
manner, has nudged its stake 
to 22 per cenL 

Ramco Energy dipped 7Ap 
to l,155p on the surprise in- 
tervention of the Ukrainian 
state oil company in its agreed 
bid for JKX Ofl & Gas. The 


Ukrainians now have 11.67 
per cent of JKX, acquired 
through stockbroker T Hoarc 
& Go, and Ramco and JKX are 
anxious to discover their in- 
tentions. It is thought the 
Ukrainians have moved to pre- 
vent Ramco getting full control 
and may be prepared to buy 
more shares; JKX held at 52p. 

International Greetings, a 
giftware and greeting card 
group, remained at 357 Jp af- 
ter Anders Hedlund, joint 
chief executive, sold 124,670 
shares; his family interest is 
now 72,47 per cent. Johnston 
Press director Edward Wood 
sold 215,000 shares and has 02. 
per cent. Tbe shares shaded 
25p to 7.22.5 p. 

Share buy-backs were evi- 
dent Rank picked up 6 miUibn 
at 350p; Tomkins 1 million at 
317p and Perkins Foods 
135,000 at 95p. 

Zinc prospects lifted Ennex 
International Up to 34.75p. a 
peak. 


Taking Stock 


□ Feterhouse, the old 
Shorco, returned to market 
with a flourish. Suspended at 
73.5p in July and then placed 
at SGp, the shares dosed at 
100p. Shorco, providing steel 
security cabins, merged with 

unquoted Totty Construction 
and Lowfields Technology an 
environment monitoring tad* 
ness, to create Peterhouse. 

□ Petrel Resources, the latest 
John Teeling vehicle, is paying 
£Um in cash and shares for 
two African interests of pri- 
vately owned Heritage Oil & 
Gas. Tbe deal gives Heritage, 
which has extensive African 
interests, a ZL5 per cent stake 
in Pttrel. It is likdy that other 
Heritage interests will be 
pumped into Petrel, np&5p t© 
13 Jp on Otoe. 

O Recruitment group PSD 
dimbed 20 ^p to 32i3p. a 
peak; the shares were floated 
at 220p in February 
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sport 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Doncaster 


It was billed as the two-horse 
race, but the Doncaster Cup 
may yesterday have provided 
th-r two- horse watershed. Dou- 
ble Trigger and Further Flight, 
who have entertained us for so 
many years, were no match for 
the younger pairing of Canon 
Can and Persian Punch, and in 
the four minutes it took to run 
the Group Three contest they 
suddenly looked very old. It may 
be time to prepare the tributes. 

There were quiet buddies 
around the beaten veterans in 
the winners’ enclosure. Michael 
Roberts, Double Trigger’s jock- 
ey, complained that his horse 
had been distracted by televi- 
sion’s roving camera and has 
lodged an official complaint. 


Barry Hills said Further Flight 
would have appreciated more 
give in the ground. Both camps 
seemed to accept, however, 
that the biggest influence in de- 
feat was anno Domini. 

There is no need to be som- 
bre about yesterday's race. It is 
better to remember Double 
Trigger and Further Flight as 
they were and celebrate the 
emergence of Canon Can as a 
horse who may cany their man- 
tle as an enduring stayer. Hen- 
ry Cecil's four-year-old is 8-1 
from 14-1 for the Cesarewhch 
with Coral and win stay in train- 
ing next year. He will never look 
any better than be did yesterday. 

Canon Can’s appearance was 
typical of a horse that emerges 
from Wnren Place, and there 
can be no greater compliment 
than that. The most imposing 
shape in the parade ring be- 


longed to Persian Punch, whose 
superstructure could house sev- 
eral Greeks, while there were 
signs of ageing about the trum- 
peted players. 

Further flight is now a ghost- 
ly figure with a milky coat, and 
a you last him in a snowdrift you 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Musalsal 
(Doncaster 2j05) 

NB: Daggers Drawn 
(Doncaster 305) 

could never get him back. The 
years have taken (he richness 
out of Double Trigger's chest- 
nut hide bat he <fid look on good 
terms with himself. But then Ins 
form was superior and, unique- 
ly in this race, his testicles were 
still intact. 

It was the traditional Cup-race 


start with Double Trif 
forced to the head of the Geld 
despite the impression that he 
was the animal that least want- 
ed to be there. From the outset 
Roberts was pushing away as if 
his vehicle still had the hand- 
brake on, but we bad seen this 
all before. What became reve- 
Jaloiy was the favourite’s easy ca- 
pitulation four furlongs out. “1 
thought rd go and annoy him 
[Double Higger] as it is the only 
way to beat Em," Keren JaBon. 
Canon Can’s rider, reported. 
u He kept finding a bit more and 
a bit more but in the end he had 
nothing left to with.” 

Canon C»n . though, stiD 
plenty of petrol sloshing around 
his tank and with Fallon at bis 
ferocious best at the accelera- 
tor he was never going to be 
overhauled. Persian Punch 
trundled into second while Fur- 


ther Flight finished in front of 
Double 'Bigger for the first 
time in six efforts as he com- 
pleted an alliterative frame. 

Canon Can was remarkable 
only for his slowness on the 
Newmarket gallops early in his 
career, but time and distance 
have seen him flourish. Midnight 
Line, a stablemale, is atlhe oth- 
er end of the precocity ladder, 
and she completed a hat-trick in 
the May Hfll Stakes. Optimistic 
could finish only seventh in this 
contest, but then her owner. 
Mystic Meg, knew she would. 

The trophy for this Group 
Three race could probably find 
its own way to Warren Place. 
Cecil has now won seven of the 
last 11 runnings and 11 in all, 
including one with Midnight 
Air, Midnight Line's dam. 

The most recent victory was 
further testament to Fallon’s 


skills, as his conveyance decid- 
ed to chart the path of a six dog. 
This double lifted the irishman 
on to 140 winners, seven ahead 
of Frankie Dettori, who had 
only a damaged thumb to show 
for his efforts following Noi- 
sette's sprawling exit Grom the 
stalls in the penultimate race. 

Tbe Trappist reception which 
greeted the winner of the Park 
Stakes, Aimushiarak, suggest- 
ed if anyone had backed turn at 
25-1 they did not do so in tbe 
South Yorkshire area. The win- 
ner was a third success for the 
Kuwaiti, Kamil Mahdi, who re- 
ceived a right royal British re- 
ception at his Newmarket yard 
earlier this year when be was 
held up at gunpoint. However, 
Lbwareobvkji^afaigivinglol 
in Kuwait ”1 love racing in this 
country," Mahdi said, “for me 
it is the best place to train.” 


DONCASTER 

Z.B5: MUSALSAL has not run 
since disappointing in the Derby, 
bu t was earlier third to Benny The 
Dip in the Dante Stakes over thi* 
trip. Faithful Sob looks dearly 
bea of the resL 

□□□ 

2~3Sz BUSY FLIGHT con win rhk 
for a second successive year. He set 
oEf too last when unplaced at Roy- 
al Ascot, but returned to form last 
time. Memorise, stepping up (torn 
handicaps, is preferred to Fusuds- 
kfs lead horse. Multicoloured. 

□CQ 

3.05: SARATOGA SPRJNGS 
looked a smart, and tough, per- 
former when winning at York, but 
Daggers Drawn and Carrowkeel 
have limitless potential. 

uoo 

335: FERNY HILL is lightly raced 
and looks to have been laid out for 
this by his shrewd trainer. 

GOODWOOD 

2.4ft Some hefty bets came off when 
Almntawabd won on his debut at 
Sandown in July. This coll went on 


HYPERION’S 



to beat tbe useful Mijana in a two- 
horse event at Ne wmarket. The fil- 
ly DUE SOUTH, trounced in the 
Sandonu race, was sJcnvfy away tbas 
and could surprise today. 

cm 

3.1ft Mirade Kid won decisively on 
bis last run, at Doncaster in March, 
but is 121b higher in the handicap 
now and seems difficult to assess. 
Mike HealDD-EUksyazd is in form 
and his ZOOM UP is interesting at 
long odds. This gelding, well suit- 
ed bv fast ground, is handily drawn. 
CDQ 

3.40: KAHAL finished a dose-up 
fourth in the Prix Maurice de 
Ghent at Deaavifle and that per- 
formance in a Group One event en- 
titles this colt to victory here. 


Saratoga out to blunt Daggers thrust 

ltfi like a seasoned sprint 
a quickly wenl dear. 


GREG WOOD 


The shortage of worthwhile 
form available to punters is a 
common complaint before the 
Flat season's first Classics, but 
in 1998 at least life may be a lit- 
tle easier. A huge helping of 
useful information should be 

avaibhlg thk thanks tn 

a field for the Champagne 
Stakes at Doncaster which takes 
the most important strands of 
this year's juvenile form and 
neatly plaits them together. 

Just three horses are cur- 
rently quoted at less than 20-1 
for the 1998 2,000 Guineas, in- 
ducting Daggers Drawn, the 
probable favourite for today's 
race and no better than 6-1 for 
the Newmarket Classic. Next in 
the long-range lists is King Of 


Kings, whose trainer, Aidan 
O’Brien, helpfully sends Sarato- 
ga Springs, believed to be a few 
pounds inferior to King Of 
Kings, to Tbwn Moor this af- 
ternoon. Saratoga Springs is 
himself a 20-1 chance for the 
Guineas after cantering away 
from a good field at the Ebor 
meeting, while the merits of 
Central Park, the 10-1 third- 
favourite for the Gassic,willbe 
represented by Docksider, run- 
ner-up to Paul Cole’s colt in a 
Group Three at Goodwood. 

The price against Daggers 
Drawn tor the Guineas is ridicu- 
lous, but Henry Cedi's colt has 
certainty done nothing wrong in 
his two appearances lo date. He 
seemed to be boxed in with two 
fiirinngs to run in the Richmond 
Stakes at Goodwood, but when 
a gap appeared he bolted 


throuf 
er am 

However, the bare form does 
not make him the certainty to- 
day that the belting might sug- 
gest. In his own way, Saratoga 
Springs (next best 3115) was just 
as exciting when fitted with a vi- 
sor at York, and it is his repu- 
tation, and by assodation that 
of King Of Kings, which should 
be enhanced this afternoon. 

Small but perfectly-formed 
fields are something of a theme 
at Doncaster today, with five 
runners in three of the televised 
events, but no shortage of com- 
petition. in the Troy Stakes, 
Busy Flight (235) will enjoy the 
fast ground and should follow 
up bis victory last year, though 
Memorise will run him dose, 
and Ftithfa] Son (2.05) mayjust 
prevail half an hour earlier. 


DANTESQUE (nap 335) is 
improving and stands every 
chance in the handicap, while 
the final event offers a re- 
minder to punters of bow mis- 
guided ame-post betting can be. 
Bahhare, winner of the Cham- 
pagne sinfcw: 12 months ago «nd 
a short price for the Guineas as 
a result, runs for the first time 
since, with Revoquc, his market 
rival throughout the winter, 
one of his two opponents. Both 
colts are now customers of the 
Last Chance Saloon. 

■ Tomba, third in last Friday’s 
Haydock Park Sprint Cup won 
by Royal Applause, was moved 
up to second yesterday after an 
appeal to (he Jockey Club. But 
Aveni. fourth, keeps the same 
placing. Danetime, who fin- 
ished second was demoted to 
third place. 


210 Step On Degas 
2.40 Due South 
310 Zoom Up 
3u40 Kahal 


HYPERION 

415 Roi De Danse 
4w50 Azores 
5 l 20 Iceband 


GOING: Good (Good to Firm in pfarc* on round mine). IVneutmocr reading 3.1. 
STALLS: Straight rwnw -Hands aide: round raunrc-hirtleCcSMi* Inrif- outside}. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High best Tor 7fio lOf in big fields. 

■ Right-hand course wah sharp bends and gradkaus. 

■ Comer bNoTChldwsw between A280 and A28T*. CWehwwr wattoii 4m. ADMS- 
SION: Richmond Enclosure- SIB, Gordon Enclosure 410 (owr-tUto iA), Public Enck«av 
£0 (over Ww £.1 (- GAB PARK: £& tree parting svaDable. 

■ LEADING TRAINRRSe K Hannon — 36 winners tool 3G7 neuters f 1 0.4%), F Cole 
38-137 (30.4%). J Goeden 25-J31 (18.7%). H SUxnte 24-96 [36%). 

■ UiADfNG JOCKETlft T Quine — -ffl wtaneffl flwn 28! rides (U3%t, L Dettori -30- 
aJ3(17.7»),J>wieOTteni 13-108 (ia%VM Henry 74iB (1 1 JMi). “ 

FAVOUBITES: -280 wins then GOO faces 133*). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Plllml (B. I0K Alfi£h(4.] ft* Fa* Roysfe Sovm&ia 

Court (vtaorat, 2.10J; Superior Farce (vfemvrt, ilO). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Nate. 

UTNG-DISTANCB RUNNERS: Wee Fratdenttal 14.151 bn been am 268 retoforT Bbv- 
Ingoa from Nwtoo. North Yorkshire. 


4 15 FmS£SS^(IheStnPkffBsCk«WKBffi3s811 J Fortune 3 99 

5 0413 DUE9QUTll(im)taiavnNMd40un)EDu>fcp86 .TQrtm 5 Id 

-Sdsebred- 

BEJTM& 8-16 «MmW, M Afcooetaa, 6-1 Dm Sod* 8-1 Pricataa*, 101 Mtan Bra 
1996: FtBeftfam 2811 TQrtn 611 to (P Cote) drawl (5) Son 
FORM GUIDE 

The tfcuJd be easy enoutfi far AURTOUMKEl, teio Massed me denar* Mprre si a mach 
at Newmarket (Tf) last month. He made a towing debut at Sandown (7Q m Juty \nth a 
cheeky neck success and looks Hat the type » ratal today's mas. Afeoostm, a debut Mi- 
ner at Bevertey. went down filing against Mowbray at Kempton nod tl me with INI rate— 
just owr two tenths belaid ton « fifth. Priceless was ■ cheeky Minor on las deb* at ftn- 
lertact (6f) and bis Werestir«mBt»WtBm Mistakes on Alfoostanaffin rarer the e*lra 
fudong. Pfchoa Bum has won datmera si France so is impos si ble to assart, whde the 61- 
ly Dm Sooth. tW«tJ to Bcbbydszzte n a nursery at Newcastle owr the Wp, has already fin- 
ished behind both Aftnutawatel and Afeoostsn - on each occasion bring to racorer from a 
slaw start. Selection: ALMUAWAKEL 


3JL0 


SCHRODER INVESTMENTS HANDICAP (CLASS 
C> £3*500 added lm if Penalty VMoe£I5p68 

101102 IWFW8WWODyp)g5PW>tok>-la9'HEto541DO 

131150 BMmmM(<2}0])a}rMBDlHLCuTai391O. 


FORM GUIDE 

KAHAL, who ekes on three penahud mate, b ®wn another chance alter t«s tremendous 
tut at Royal Ascot when beaten htfHsngth by Among Men In the Jersey States. He was a 
mqor flop at YOrli dm) a month law and he was turned ouer a®*i at DeawiBe m a weak- 
**! Grow: One won by Occupandiae (ram Monaasah. Mam e lfc tnl letMorau are both 
beck *i acbon after ir+ay. MamaBi had orty one prauioua run Omoressto Natourytou when 
a toe second to Stobarou0i si a Group One s ChemUy. but he ms then struck into «dien 
tMang on Stotaomugi spin in the St JBmesk Palace at fkyai Moot, tuakanne rsoims al- 
ter suffemng a stress fracture in a foreleg. An lmpiB9toe winner on tis detwt at Noorgiam 
[lm). he man led unbl fadre »i Romanovs raos at Sandown (lm). He B a talant but tes 
had a fce*nonlh layoff. EgoS, winner at a poor race at Sandown on her debut, tea n ptacas 
in the bar) ^Dund » One So Wondertifs race mere 16 nays laer. BelBrBm- KAHAL 

WTERSALLS AUCTION NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5JXK) added 2T0 7T Penalty Value £4A1D 

1306 VEE PBESBEMUL (Q) (P D Sa4 T EmeraBDn 9 7 LMM5 

1536 «FHtU(S)(BdtoeiaaaiatDCkLl[gPltoai98 IFortoBlOB 

0051 MIDEIMME(23}(AMMer1 JHh90- 


JWtjmS S3 

132 88 


EYDON HALL FARM MACMILLAN NURSES HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £5j000 added lm Penalty Value £5£20 
1-0000 FUN.(13)(MB&JSentM BlfeehBi4912 UTWMM8B 
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10 105450 OWTOH0|a}(a8(BI}(MS5BS«reiGft*Ing4 93 




JSl hum 


00-40 SMNWiBIHEBmES (13) (The Fay Story fto»shr))RAteh«l390 AOM21 

.WRjailB 


.AmSMU 
13 


13 030000 PIQUANT £21) W OcrC Firtn^Jcn) Lob 10 8 12- 


-«totoDMyw2 
BMCaokfllS 
i£3)«V 


raao 


tl iWrlwd 

SCTnN£: 5-1 Roob 0* Coot, 8-1 Sold Lwxe, 10-1 Matour'* Rf^t, CaVon, Ptooft Stop to D»- 
gB, 12-1 KnobUMBCBe, totettof. My Betoed, Zaa, 1A-1 otha* 

1996: Ad*y «s 5 9 7 6 Carter 7-1 Jt to £R Rwti dowi US 20 ran 


2A0 


BELLHflY HOMES SIARDCNM STAKES (Listed) 
(CLASS A) £17^00 2Y0 lm Pen Vatae £33,248! 


32 AIBOOSTAN (23) iFtemfin AJ Ualttcun) D MoCev B 13 — 
11 Mlli™«lKB.«4Uf(ixBtmSa^DnSUDor8U_ 
343311 PCflONBWON (BSrtlPSJ W(4S#falflBHefifian813 


_6Cwte2104 
JL Dettori 1K» 


1 

2 

3 042001 CONSPICUOUS (22) (CO) (Mo Jerry HcpeWLGConel 79 7 ADdfrff) 6 97 

4 300046 C4UfKOGMNr(22)DtoPWIten|PHBas3BE G O i rtwS U 88 

5 610666 RNB0F-|lMapi)fB8(M>a«9ieehen)M»ams592 IFortarali) 89 

6 123 HAStUm flSAjraCBF) (Harden AJ HSajffi391 TQotailS 99 

7 231530 SUMFSMXHE (13) P3 P*s H F PrentogaO R Karen 48 13 — DaotONMO 92 

8 01-1 iWACt£ND(US4) [17mXou3l^JGraOen3813 SMU 95 

9 214030 OltS4V(20|6)JEtolWaUrS813 1 Start 8 95 

10 U26C0 STOOHrt»ECt£«(<3JffiXBartmtlJSteto3812 (to Story » 81 

11 -06230 MOMWt4UmEG«lto0AMF«nuralGCBnrt6611 

12 1-0360 JQTtnjDECieewortoO la? H Cbndy 38 U 

13 20240F VBmMLRBUIrtp^ltoiPsnjtolMJWwBBlO 

14 314260 200talff CM)(KUaetb)l4Hs*crvefc3 89 

15 043-65 THEM4M5(44)(6DVMBt)&M A bboi388 

18 00301 Wmz(95)OtaDnandyDeto|xrMS(Lonrt)tO)RNanu«58 

17 515613 BRMBONJMXO«(CO|(RPBMdtotori1Brtl«382- 

18 061043 C0MBimr(29)ICaNeim»JF*380 M Hw>y (3) 2 109 

19 0-1041 W«SOn , SmMDON(lSPD|CitoHxff«Uttn»®toi6713JtoeeCortH14 87 

20 453103 TUBAL mCC (20) (CD) C0 e»i Q jCoy Ud) 9 Q±by 5 7 10 RftaKh(3)l 89 

- 20 dMind- 

KlTMfc 7-1 Uto. itaacta w, 9-1 Mas— | ni ita lwi , 104. torirt Mapsedy, to rt h asr, 11-1 
Barba PBpa, 12-1 Cana**-. 14-lMjpw tart. The Maa, 16-1 otter* 

1996: Atom Cow 4 8 0 0 Bflp 25-1 (P HadBM ttaa* U) 17 on 

■ - - pobm eume 

trenfde Oattort won an Berta Pape in ha(y and tldas him in nreferance to John Gosdsrfs 
tonde KM. who s racing for the tast brie Brce las toi at Doncaster in March. Mirada 
- Nd ewid just need mb run. but Ns mam martat rtto H tah has no such problems dter 
rrosnmg to «*m In oactetg style &> beet Ya» by the lengths a Setabwy five weeks aff>- 
He Win hard to best even with e 10fc rise In the wages. Brandon Jack and Praeait Stt- 
uatfon (bear sutaojuert wnner La ModteB ar Epsom) tote the eye at me bottom or the 
han«cap.butlUM3iuilVtoldoforineBtaprioeonhlsfBvt)untocrxsse. He’S raurrimg 
ftom e rest and only the soft pound stopped Nm from beating Cinema Paradao at Sate- 
buy in June. Michael Saxne h» taten over Mashhser. who had two nms last month and 
now mhuttat handicap. Sel e ct io n: KOATHARY 

TWO FBWEILCONDmONS STAKES (CLASS Q 
OOfiOO added 3Y0 7f Penalty Vatae £6^86 

15 imLOMCQUM) (14(9 MMounM Matron) ED*to 91 TQrtni 86 

120 M4IUl«(US4)|87)IHmtoNMtocuWJGDStten91 GHM2125 

1S244 KM1M. |33] (Di pF) tCtaddphnl Saead to Suoor 8 12 A Dettori am 

10 EB0U(USA) 03} (DH4EOppenhe*nHjG«tt6g8 ID DFtottrW4 - 

-4 dectaed- 

1M Haawm, 7-1 ton, 12-1 1 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6. 

7 

8 

9 

10 


352204 WHONOSE(7)tAtbCBRaangImdad)BMceranB6. 
006 MIDI FORCE (42) (BTABitoag4GUfeg8B. 
020 EnNp9(/ASMa^50iw86. 


-MHMy{3)2 
-MlrttadtlB 
•P«tapby(3)9 
JFEgu3 


66 JUHEUST0RT(22)(Mqar&MBKennBBlBdltoneQl PVtehrjnSl 1 Lowe 6 

60000 SBKBINT MP (10) W R Um P MlCliel 7 U 8»trtbffl7 

04004 nMCTDBBt(B2)(MJNnood4)-9uteQRKsnncn7lO. 


224 UIllElUHEK(aB)(BF)(MsWBtoflSHfcoanst710.. 

-101 


Jtarta Dwyer 4 

— A Pea 15)8 


Miranun Mtfc 7ht 10b Due fandeep ee^t flewe Tlwer 7 r 8B, Ude T\titkr 7b. 
BHTMfc 4-1 Jrtd« flinty. 5-1 vice Pmrtotatd. 11-2 *«»«. 6-1 HoldeDroe," 
Rro Tower, M Iton, 10-1 toe Noca, 12-1 Sargeeat bnp, 26-1 UHto Itarttar 
1998: Braikn JKk 2 9 3 R Codsane 7-1 fl Bddng) itoai (3) 10 ran 


Force, 7-1 


TU«Y PORTFOLIO LMIED STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 added 
lm 4f Penalty Value £3^720 

1-0014 iMMOSrp4>(WESUO&MPiesaa4 9 7 SDtotUB 

004341 BMli)VlERD0URp2)|An4HcfeWlad)rHemes494 ACtakS 

-60021 ABtLEOH rtTE (2B) [Pal H lode) M SB3UB 3 8 12 DIUW2 

04531 AZDHESC14) (HRH PanceFShd Stoen) PCcte3812 TQrt»4 

435301 FBfftt Blto )C*VBIJ3»(D>!)«Hft»K*»d S»W# H Can* 3 B12-C total 
-4610 AGOMTAUNT(13)lCto-IMaodanto8udanBt|)MBJCecl389. 


3353 LEMtoS NWE (USA) ^B) (BF) Ghekft Mc#BfTfTBtJ) LQ»TBnl387. 
-7l * 


J>8M5 
JL Dettori 7 


5-20 


W CKffWHP (US*) [21) (itoJiael terCmeaij LCUrrmi 90_ 

DUUSHA (Tlewt PBrare 8 Mtonn 9 0- 


E3E33 


BEIllto Ur4 Aadcoa Fata, 4-1 Peng* Frora Hewrt, laadag Nett, 1X2 Grand Sptaedotr, 7-1 
Fraoat Axorra, A£oey tot 

U99: V«a Conquer 4 9 7 T Qwn 9-4 jt tw (R Atehua) dam (31 5 an 

EBF CUCUMBER MAIDEN S1AKES (CLASS D)£6J»00 added 
ZTO & Penalty Vatue £5&H 

3 ASVAAD (USA) 00) Baton BdObttiBtto 9 0 SCwtorS 

... _ ... ... — R Ftaach (3) 13 

MTefabotllO 

L Dettori 7 

PtodEdtayl 

G Mod 14 

DHotaodS 

IfUBtoS 

M«to*>4 

J Stack 9 

— DmO-NeStt 

A Procter 11 

T<84bb3 


2 |CaAJC)(USA)PmSheMiMohamned)JGQGden90. 

52 MAWl£5PWa(233CM0BBVHlGlto9O 

UASHM.IHBrn'taM Matron JGosctoi 90 

5 ORSBK)pO)(UsJacteGUn5)SDlM90. 


23 SABHAAN(44)<HanlanNMdron)WRHem90. 
6 SACCfOnflfiy (SecTudemwi) MCtHnwi90_ 
0046 SB»WSUI(U)(tasJMSt»nJto«r90-„ 
SEVEN (Ihe Snan Set) fl Smart 9 0 . 


0222 STORM FS0WHE EAST (21) W tejtaJR Htewwn 9 (L 


jfMhnTf 4 - 199Q MarPance395RCoetnne5-2(MJar4B)tkasn(7)Bran 


0 TH0KASOMUmCTCAtosrtCi»«RffSl*iai90. 

TWtEBfl) (USA) Bhetai M u tw ru ied ) M Sow 9 0 

-lAdadnd- 

2-1 lerttad, 31 Srttaaa, Stem Fraedta Ext, TMn BM, 7-1 MsbBm Pride, 8-1 Aiyaad, 
10-1 


1996: Humane Sa» 8 11 R torfin Oj 64 tar (P OtopteHyem) domi (31 W ran 


RACING RESULTS 


FIRST SHOW 


DONCASTER 

1_ LEND A HAND U VM ce r crt 8-1; 
h 12- 1: X The Ma aW n an 14-1; 
BRHW lft 1- 21 an 11-2 to Mon- 
th). IV.. 2'h. (M Johnston). Tele: 
X60. £3.50. £3.40. £1030. Df: 
CSF: £23.65. TncosC fX26a6S. 
14.30. Nte: tagend Of low. Mwr- 

*3U aHmUSHMRAK (R tt tfmns ) 
taewated HhMiMJ 
B ran. 9- J it lav Porow (4m). Nk, 
mm^Trta: £28.50; £4J0. £130. 
vrmlSi CSF: £74.77. Trio: 

NR- Centre SOUS. . . _ 

1. CANON CAN IK Fa*0n)t^2. 
Punch 13-2; 3- Ftoth^FiWK 9-2. 

^MMUNTUNC (K Fatal) 3-1 

10030. 9 ran. 
Stfi. TOK £330- IL50.C-70. 
1 £22.60. CSF: £3ft 7 J.rpec.t 3i.7a. 

1 tav Noeene. .ty’j*- 
SR£3L'7?TMiMJ ! .40. NRs: SsF 

F £19.60- CSF: SA73& JrCKC 
irwTf 72.00 NR: SuaKach. 

Mol won- P&A £105e516^K> car- 

r 1 r!f e ? < ?^toffiE60.60. 
£821.83. Ptoce oT^lS^jo. 
CtffiPSTOW 

S^hdTlV- (B R 

£3jw. £asa 

CSF: £43287- Tncast £2.039.02. 


2Mk i- UNA GARDENS (WRyanj 6-1; 
«. Cu^a 7-2; S. Zafttue 5-2. Start 

^^bs^sssi® 

£14.09. Trio: £139.60. NRs ChlrtSh Charm. 

£SSSaSsjWftenl 8-L 2. Same- 
raSoog 9-U 3. Mraflm fiUMro 
IlnUrnu T 1 nn r**- git 
Oman). Tote: £6-90; £2.10. £24)0. £3 60. 
£3.00. DF: £43.70 CSF: £66.56. 7«3SC 

£1,086-30. Tres £172.40. 

4J0: 3. SMART SQUALL (W Rgn^fc 
2. Ttott ta weed Hero nara tac 3- Cttat 
* ’ ’ r 16-1. 44 ran- y*. 1%. flora IHwn- 
™„. Tow- £9.40: £2 JOO. £1-50. 0-50. 
*ra.4a CSF; £15.03. Trtt £18.10. 
4JO: 3. BOCK FALCON (M TebtuB 8-1; 


^XBEINDEPENDEW 

RACiNGSERV.^ 

0891 261 +1 


Hl t W ,|l ' IAIil ?n liB H8ESBlT ^| 


DONCASTR 





£10.60: £3.0 0. S±tt.lSZJX 
CSF: £3632. Tna* £176-20. 

54!0c 3L QENSWL SBt POT* Wjgto 

asssswa^sfiras 
gissr , a': s r£'*’2w 

tS2£!SfilS3. 70. Quadpoe £&9a 
Ptan&£26S£)l. PieM ft £56.02. . 

NEWTON ABBOT 
ito JL THEHELDSOFAIHEWIV fflfr 0 
UcRbQ ID-1: 2. KhdortiGaie 5-1: 3L&»- 
Ml Mooktar 4-5 tov/Bran. 18.14. fA Bar- 

WAN YOU l ywftP 

tSt&VlSBSHS jUgfi 

4 (K Bute). Tote £12-2u; £z5b, £4.60, 
MToft Srio CSF: £33.76, TnO; 
Sjd. IIRK LwnmNoB. WWW, 
3J0: i. MR HMfWL UftosflTa I Z 


OMtofMemMy 14-1- L 3- 54 

tav. 6 lao, 2. 


m 3. Tore: £5 JO; 

fjm, £2.5a DF; £43.40. CSft .£3^50-7"- 
a^fffi. 10 . NRE CwwbI R ide. Th® R#^- 

Crt 4J»ll SAM ROCKETT IA««*f* 8 -ll 
|B« 2 . F l ag st aff B-li 3. Co9rtta33-l- 11 
«« d dfMBri G KNIew»l. Ttate: £3-70; 
f?30; £iea £580. CSF; 

£7,80. TnK £431-80- * _ — . 

4 JO: i. pLAS-HENDY (M Grmtf« 8 -k 
2. Indian Teit yto 1G1: 3. ^***,^1? 
— ? (icra AdcbuSc. rW Ul 

IRJWWW) 

ttttac iCastfc Sroet 2* 3L Sptoiy- 

ptaSTEfiisLaA. 


Goodwood— 3J0 

Horae 

C 

H 

L 

T 


13-2 

6 - 1 - 

T-l 

51 



J1-? 

7-1 

16? 

- 


104 

10-1 

104 

r in tatraitarwi 

104 

9-1 

»1 

104 

itaMtotar 

-111 

rai 

151 

-24 

MHtaee 

- 1 M_ 

14-1 

JiJ- 


Qtowuttato 

14-1 

144 

144 

161 

CBntofcwnte 

144 

12-1 

JfcL. 

12-1 

totoaetort 

14-1 

164 


154 

u-fkvlwre 

M-l 

164. 

14-1, 

161 

mortato* 

12-1 

184 

- 101 - 

161 

Wl.ee rfitota 

20-1 

16-1 

161 

161 

rUnlMkir 

30-1 

20-1 

Ifrl 

261 

iMItace _ 

2D4 

»1 

161 

204 

Una— prif 

2 D 1 

224 

161 

J& 2 . 

— - 


251 

261 

39-1 

Iteteite 

25-1 

25-1 

261 


totaary 

254 

264 

261 

254 


30-1 

? 2 -l 

254 


aroito 

294 

251 


_S 1 

Esh •**. a toe am ptos 1 2 , 3. * 

C-Ori.H-Wtoi«.L-ladb<te,T-Tctfi 


Doncaster — 335 

Wen 

C 

H 

1 , 

.T 

Ptatataltan 

B-l 

51 

61 

134 

fitolB 

1 M 

51 

61 

61 



61 

74 

61 



_S4_ 

7-1 

_»A 

WtabeSarat 

8-1 

51’ 

61 

61 

M, 

11-1 

01 

11-1 

114 

Myl— taMta 12-1 

J&I- 

JiL 

Ml 

ir.ri nwriitonll 1 

12-1 

m 

Ml 

ftotata 

EH 

144 


SM. 

SofoMD 

17-1 

144 

1 M 

fi -1 


14-1 

jm. 

14-1 

»1 

re-eta fte 

T4-1 

JiL. 

JH_ 

141 


25-1 


254 

3S4 


251 

3U. 


&1 

Thre Bar (Won 

39-1 

25-1 

m. 

3M 

MWMD 

J&l- 



Ml 




HYPERION 

2-20 Toby Brown 2^5 Star DweSef 3J25 L^W- 
ening Quest 400 Yubrate® 430 Infamous 5XK 
Eric’s Bett 


6P404 MGE ROVALE 9=9) P7) C Mam 7 10 32 IMq 

00f/32 90MNJI0 0) M BtoSbM 7 108 D! 

U36-14 DMffWBUUmCDIJMBBCley 11100- 


l»B 


GOING: Good (Good U> Finn m places). 

■ Left-hand cotovo. level wUi tonp raralghn and easy tnms. 

■ Comae Is on ihe A4 43 by Ihe River Severn. Worcesr«- (TVire- 
ItoteflqsiaUoMJm. ADMISSION: MembemSlS; TmeraelhSIO-. 
Coarse SR80 (OAPn talFprice). CAB PABK: Flmc except S2 Inw 
Plaiie Car Parir. 

LEAPING TRAINERS: M Pipe - 38 bum 129 nmnera i398%'>, 
D Nkbotoon 22-79 (30.1N). F Hobbs 22-105 (21*). G BaM- 
iag 18-CC 1 10.6%). 

TtaP Wfi TRAINEES; A P McCoy - 44 wins from l&G rides 
(28.4%), B Dueeoody 30-180 (158%). N WDUsssoa 23-122 
(IBJMi). C UeweUya 23-131 (168%). 

FAVOUBITES: - 2» wins from C37 races (35-6%). 
WJN i ngro iUBSrTlMBrToito Vert (3^ Alpha L eather 
(vtoored, 2 -SO). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE BUNNEB& Gala AheM (SJ*) has been m 
172 mSes by GM Hoorn than jttMetatt, Nath Yortafalnr. 


4 

5 

6 

f7> 

7 0053- N awOO£ CUB) p) (BR Ite M Jonas 8 10 0 Jl Doom (7) 

8 Pl-233 MncreWBW(to(DKBf)RFro9100>Tarceaaar(7) 

-Bllctal- 

MWnun n^ic I0SL True tomfcBB "etfC K tort* BS 13B. KartodFi 

aoyftrlUb. 

BETTM: M Torrt Vert, 4-1 ItotaMg Qaert. U-2 RamaMo, M Martta, 
7-1 Bata Ahead, Darptaa Bteo, 8dl Page RojwIb, KarieteUh Boy 


mJ S i) NETWORK ASSET FMANCE HANDICAP 
^*^1 CHASE (CLASS C) £6^00 added 2m 


Mill YUBftALE£ (ISA) ptJj (CD) M Rpe 5 11 12-___A P McQqr 

P2435. SPAWSH LIGHT 0023 (D) Sr .' BatwftSll 6 CUatt 

24WS RESAL ®MP0t(13) (CO) Ito5&rrfi9107 Stoat 

UH.-1 CASPHN BSJU9A (27) (CD) 5 9 10 0 SUpttt 

3-SV3 vaaySTOSAyUQroi DrPPiatfBrtll 100-DrPWactart 
-53353 HMHMIIMNn(D}HUBrBB7100 ADosttgff) 


MMrunnetfclOB. rncMtfirMfoy TioStotalOh WtontamSa Si 
HntoM1MtaHCM)ttlal»MlllBlltaaa,IMto- 
bh Ltot, 20-1 tod’s Tb ftry, Htotti tan 


2*20 


NEW ^IH L Lf NOWCE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2^25 added 2m 4f 

1 11 MUS(nsmFJkHbn4 118 APMeCsy 

2 1 DK0(U)MPBnan4iii RRanot 

3 6-33W ALPHA LEAIHSt{16) LGoaddrSlOlO RJobnaonV 

4 Fr2D «ROJASIS6UE(a8SABBBDa81010JHr0lfeM(7) 

5 )W22 RU£ROBBTEBUSnm»d81010 RTborntOD® 

6 U- OBiBpU) (US) MsM Jonas 7 ID 10 DBynae 

7 05(0- SBBtAISWMfUWN HmU S 10 M C Maude 

8 HFS BUT WBSS (F26) M Pei * ID 8 DtoBey 

9 F2053- TDB7BaOMH(10S®RDHItf*iaon41O8_— AMegita 

10 dm C*K£Wat£(473)W93CCBT»71fl5 JImwds 

U 0004 cUBBlHE9BCOW(6B)CtaMl4103 BPentoe 

-Utectad- 

BE7TH& 15-8 Toby fttae, 11-4 «e*o, 4-1 Mwsayas, 8-1 Delos, 12-1 
She ftaselto, Hrt Bot M*. 14-1 Wpta letow, Ifrl toon 

COMBKHLUNON BHENCW1CE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £4*950 added 2m7fU0]fds 

1 PSJl-l SDWTRAWUBI(n)«TfbB*r6115 SWjrtO 

2 123PU HMZBIG 0 U>p 2 )(ri)Sr JBad»Btllll 2 _j:Mi 0 de 

3 PUTS C0QHUDIDNKBi(2q(p9iaB5Snah71012Jtosl 

4 UMF34 SSJON (27) H Manners 101012 

5 0003 CMrrsKr«JMBMey5i08. bi 

6 fP UMMAHltaner6U7 HI 

7 4489-3 0UllM0(I9PRcd9d7107 

•7dedarad- 

BETUMC Ml Star Bator, M ftsae toUAlCoq (tad Baaoer. Our 
nod, 10-1 AAxrt. 12-1 Cact Sey. 2 S -1 Uoo 


L £2 


MOOR STREET MADEN HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £2^75 added 2m 

4-U3 AlAHAK (16) W R tan 6 11 5 R 


. — Swyme 
— RGwdBy 


-OBjraa 


Z55 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 9MSFERH)HEtt)Dr(F4<)RAIe!U94 20l?.Jt 

-13dadarad- 

BEJTWfc 5-2 ktamoee, 4-1 Fitalon, 9-2 AtaBrt, M Seatoa, Atarleo, 
Mappe d Melody, ID-1 Bata's Dancer. 14-1 attan 


BEST KEPT SECRET (F35) l goon 6 11 5. 

A RtnJ0U«E 6223) Bob Jones 611 5__ 

0»F SEVBVi MBL (IS) J M Braday 6 11 B — 

30- SCMMNC32)MSMJons5115 l 

0- SOCMEH COVE (USA) [F1B)U W*»e 7 11 5 — M Mehtas 
00- AUnEO0RQ(F37)lH6ams4U3. 

00- CLItoFS DWl CDt CdJ AR»rw* < 11 3. 

0 MUON PQ(UQ BP] il Rpe 4 11 3 aSrotolS) 

3R2- 0BMSOUS(I85)RF)ROS*bii 4113 A P McCoy 

JW-awra-(F57)JMB«te»4113 BFaston 

0004- SAUCT DANCER (153) j Tuck 4 10 12 R! 


5,05 

1 42-3F1 

2 2U3P3 

3 P12- 


TCB TRAINING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3000 added 2m 
GOaurSVMyE|Z7)(CQ)MsSI«aTB9l20 — . 



J0WH.IHN{U)ROStan81113 jxrsdhta 

me OF SFMOA (149) (D) (S) OShetaal 4 11 ID, 

WSWWMd47)RR0McMHn5U7l 

SHFOM MOON ®) F Jcstoi 5 11 0 


3.25 


SEL1Y OAK NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2^25 added 3m 


.._AU**B 

-APMeCey 

-lAtt-« 

TIXJCH 5UB)(Q (0) HMsnneE 7 108 ADntog(7) 

CAU«yB0SS(178)p;[Wttsia51D) URna 


4 12314- 

5 A1211V 

6 602-11 BBCSBEIT(19PMifpto41010 

7 P48323 
S 00013- 


1 / 10 S 1 UBHmNGq(IESrR0)MBSSn«i612O. 

2 252EF- BAIEAICAD (135)6 M 18m 7139- 

3 /POP- TORCH WIT P*BM Rpe 5 ID 13, 


JtPHeCiaB 


n 1 -“ • ~ . — cir~, i . ii nn ‘ - n~‘ ■ j 1 

Vto a^S M BWg Moon, 8-1 O a taap P o rt IP-1 Joddltaa. 14-1 ToMbStoer 


^ MEETING: Double Trigger’s rider blames a roving camera as an emerging four-year-old joins the stayers' hierarchy 

Old guard stand aside for Canon Can 


HYPERION 

L30 City Honour* (nb) 335 Ferny H» 

205 Mosatsai 4JD PlMN Time 

235 BUSY FLIGHT (nap) 410 Bahhare 

3j05 Saretstfa Springs 


GOING: Good to Finn. 

STALLS: Straight cottfW- riandsbuJe, round nmiv- trt 6 de; ruund mile- txuiac. 
DB 8 .W ADVANTAGE: Kim-. 

■ tefi-trad. pau -shaped ruum> »nb um* nub- stralglit. 

■ Ctame » E o! warn off the AKJSiMIS Ji-U.:l * u Bus Bok Irato Doncaowr Cen- 

nd xradon. ADM IS SION: Hub Sill; CrandNOhi] S 12 ; Ftomly Enrioraav £5 (under- 
16n free aB enckeants l CAH PABK: Free. 

■ IEAIUNGTKAINESS: B Hms — .'Civum.'Kftmn lflOr u n n en>0vesaaBCrCT»r»- 
lio or 19B%; 3 G— de w Jl from I4T- (21 .-1%i; J Deal op 27 from i:« (10.6%): B Ce- 
di £1 from 97 ( gL7%j- 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS L Dettori hhtoj. from l>|‘J nrin pwnasMCcev ratio of 

K Derto 36 frmn ^62 (l:Ll%r. 11 HDls : 1 ] tram lun (ifilBbl; KFallea 28 from 213 
(13.1%). 

■ PAVDUBmSc wins m 7 10 nn« l :<O.I%>. 

BUNKERED FTKST TME: Behudu Knight | i:L r .); Su»e Of Deminy (MOV . 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAX5: None. LONG-DISTANCE WINNERS: Sta- 
Myhotr 14.10) has been *em ±17 miles by C L Moon- from Woottayleen. Elat »to*- 


1-30 


AMCO CORPORATION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 2YD lm Penalty Value £3^200 

4 cmHOHOORS(USA)(2B)i«£Sa^iPOs*pte4r t an90. JBM7 

DOUBLE BLADE (The Jns Udsefam Panncsnyii M mnton 9 0 

35 JONAS NMIBlBMf (U) IRUCceh Cftsr 90 

tUKDM [Hanvon X Matcunt J Dirua 3 0 

32 MlUlWW(24iG3axi»)SaaedtaSuro90 

2 PMUCtZT) iH AbruEran B Hto 90.. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

BETTMC 2 -ltoamai, 11-4 Hoooora, 3-Drt 6 -ltatataw, 16-1 tauhtototo.20-1 J 

•~rm ■ %, t* • r 

1996: CapeCrassSOL Damn 3-1 UGoeoeni<Kxn ill id an 


a HOLY SMOKE (20) 0«r:l J t 8 9_ 


SNANluap(ABtoneEi.UnSute.CiuctostoiHI>totafe89 . 


6 

XMoaS 

JtaBtoay4 

.ft Mel 

HHtal 

OPrttaS 

>2 


O'ricl RJB MMffiG STAKES (CLASS B) £12^)00 added 
1 lm 2f 60yds PenzOty Value £6£40 


US FAttHRK-SON (USA) (41) PF) iLUcoum N Matexcnl M 5UMB39 1 — J Wd*“ 
51-130 IB)SAlSAL(97)(qAtaMtan«MMun)auto38l3 


2-2110 AUEZALp7)(4MmS9nri0iWJ3Ms389 
2-4203 ««£WW{75(VS»Knfi)Dunup389- 


197 

490 


15 FASOHAnMB RtfintBI (K>) (BF) lnc»n IMI H Cett 384 — W 3 Bt 

m ^ - 

BETTOia 7-4FMtoMS0B. M MobiM, 7^ tactoMMg Rhytan, 8 - 1 AMM. 10 -lYMoniky 
1999: Forst Burt 3 8 9 A MsQone 101 m Cun eawi (2> 6 on 
FORM GUIDE 

n Ma re BtodrttTgtelwingnmtitogH'htoMmioCapeQwbtoCoortaoodliutwta 

a pmeyassne tyoe urmi then and taraetl that he'd stay the sort o4 tre toen BBM Rd to 
Potor Pnw» m me Domed sates um 114yds) on Derby Day. MUS ALSA L Ma rt raced 
snoe me Derby laffOtt to Bergiy 7he Db» but he was off fcr wo Wtdte betora * *”08 
h» madan and wasa tesh hone when no won here on Lncotoday- Faahful Soma pace 
could be decisne if may crawl but LVsaisai, three and a qiwter lenens btornd Bonny 
The Dp in the Dane Sokes, m&ff last home better m a truty-nai oortetL Dm mun be 
a pots b«y because Meal made as 91 Haydock (lm) m May. whde Yulentay set oft 
m bora toentnuOtedofftiylndisatec at NotMigiOT and agaui when Mud to Luca Oanaw s 

Jauray Jach m a Lend race ei Maty last tone. Wim John Duraop wnrnng decant piott in 

Frame. Vavlensky can mate hs presence feft. whde Alczal showed a turn of foot at Hay- 
dDCA. Anhouffi he's up in distance. Meta) has the chance to deme wtach «ms handy the 
case « hs latest race, the Bmnna Handicap at Rbsal Ascot. FasdamUn g Hjjtbn jX} 

rm beat muen a Noam&ram tod was some way behtod Anno Lice at NeanortaL She 

needs to miprtwe but the stable could hanty be in oetrer (arm. Se l ecdoa; MUSALSAL 


Ho cl 0 4 KTRW STAKES (CLASS A) (Listed) £1££50 
added lm 4f Penalty Value £10,557 
00666 BAHAMMN KMBHT (CAN) (7) (D) Uu^an StUBl RMelUSt 4 91 M BMety 5 B - 

12301 BUSYfUSHT (28) (CD) (S Wnjfed 3 WS4 9 1 MMtallll 

364)50 RErnmiS3tRr(!9(ftMsMAtong)«i35SK«7fl 

2212 2 MODlCOU)l)BED(139)(UniVftnsbrtj M Smite -191 


414120 


(USA) (44) (BF) « AbduMil H Qxi 3 8 6 . 
-Sr 


2 1CB 
_J Reid 4 112 
JCMonS 92 


BER9& 2-1 a»y FVd. Memortoe. 7-2 MMItaelMaad, 7-1 Key Tb My Heat. 39-1 Brtrtto 
W»t 

1996: Busy Rtfn 3 8 6 M Hfe 5-1 (B W toun 171 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

It MaMeohmiad needs the after a laynR, n coud amply be a question of whether BUSV 
FLIGHT can hoM off Memortoa. because Bahamian NaVit has lm hmeoy and Nay 
To My Heart is struggtog to r<nd his best form. Second to Sasuni m Sandown on ns 
reappe a rance. Midocoioured s worn the benefit of the doubt and it is obwais that ha 
has mptored a good deal since Busy H*0t beet him stx tenths at Rfoon in Au0st last 
year. Busy Flgit completed last season's hat-tuck wnh a four-len0h beatrg of Key To 
My Keen at NewmaiteL and it was there ilw he faded by hatf a tench to hold oil Time 
Allowed m the Jockey dub Stakes on his fust run the year. Winner of a mnor race at 
Newbury tasr month. Busy R04 Etmdd be tUficuR to peg back m a race tie won a year 
ago but MBnxwiee wB mate Sfe dlfSeuH. An tmfmuing cor. Memorise snordd haw beat- 
en Maylane a Goodwood and Maylane went on to beat Dushyantor to me September 
States at Epsom {where Bahamian Kregit was Wed off on he fast run stoce moving from 
DavkSlodertoRegAtehuiso. SetocBoir BUSY FLIGHT 


3j05 


LAURBfFPBTRER CHAMttOE STAKES (GROUP 
23 (CLASS A) £G0p002Y07f Pen Vakie £53^09 

1 141 Own«m(Z3)(9ieM»tarMtoNlfeiron|Bias90 Pat Gddoy 5109 

2 11 IMGQStS DRAWN (USA) (43) tCtkrrtol Sax$ H Cod90 J(FMkm4114 

3 512 DOCXBDHt (USA) (44(D) (Freddy Bera&dlJ Ms BIO UMM1105 

4 3121 SAaO06ASWWGS(^WMlBb0MfaJMagM)APOBBiW)aiDJIIMMne2V3a 

5 02344 97»EOFDBIMT(7)(PHefim)BltoelBn810 KDtotaySB 86 

-5 declared - 

BEHWft — DdgBera Draan. 9-4 S— toga Spripff, 5-1 C tam te —L m DorteMer, 33-1 
Stone Of DesSoy 

1996: Baffle* 8 10 WCtasw 4-6 tw (J Dtrfop) draw (3) 4 ran 
HMM6UDE 

It Is not oftsn that Henry Cecil has a runner m tin. Ns Mrthemedmr 11992) and Bal Har- 
bour (1983) bang weO beaen anee Sdrdng Steel fnshed second to Piinee 01 Dance 
back in 1988. DAGGERS DRAWN wtf be fonoed to remato mbeataa hoaewr. aen 
thoutfi he feces Ns toughest test wnn Canwetael. Saratov Sprtaga end DockMder 
m the Daggers Drawn beat Lord Nntyre a length and a heft n the Richmond, 
whereas Cai re wl ccl had almost fee fonata to spare orer the same hone n the Ghn- 
crack. That cotdd be msieedin& howewr. u Daggers Draw: had to wait at Goodwood 
and won coa(y once me pp came, whereas Ca rook ed was al out to beat Bold Fact 
(staMernare of teggers Drawn) at York. StdL Camtoed ts expected to Improve far the 
experience and owr the exira furtong and the Ytak win shorn he can badte. Saratoga 
Sprtogs Is agan eqiMppea «*th the wsor he wore for the (fist Wna rtoen the deer-cut wto- 
ner of a compeatne-loolBngAcomb States at York. The form racescd a boost whan Teeput 
Row (kxvth) won here on Wednesday and could look ewn brttar if MuDwwol wnns me 
opener. DocksdeFS second to the classy Central Park co nfirms he's on the up0ade and 
behind hen «n tna Goodwood race was unto Irxften. who want on to upset the better 
fanctedTracteigantt Hearts to me Soteno Statesa Sanflortu S e tonHnw. DAGGBIS DRAWN 


0 ~ocl XN UK HAfdCAP (CLASS C) £7^00 addadln 1 4f 

Penalty VMue £4^00 t v 4 ' 


1 3-5005 WHBk SAims (48) (C) (BF) ttita J Diriop 4 9 10 MJKhtotaU 99 

2 603011) C8SnALCHOR(22)(Qm(HsCaoleSykes)JLE)ie796 OPestsUUO 

3 -21500 SOLD «0M(tekcSad)BHfe3 94 PMEdtay4 88 

4 792115 DANTESQUE (22) (SF) OAtaS Itacsg) G Wagg 4 9 3 Q lOftra 12 J05 

5 1-3644 MBS caret (74) (SBtoahomStad Fans) RHannana 93 Kltortoy 2 - 

6 030310 DOOOA«)SUND(29|I90taUaQfeylBMrtte»492 MJtotartsSJOl 

7 235536 WMAAU SUN (7) M (Traer tokefl U Usher 591 R Street 7 106 

8 30500 TNE FOB ACTON (20) (D) (Un GAL $moh) M IcmptoE 5 8 ID IWwwl SC 

9 022460 MY LEAHNH) FBEND (22) (0) (Mra J fteer^ A Hde 6 8 7 1? total (5) 5 J04 

10 -44412 HBAAXA B3) Cftrati Africa N Matron) M Jaws 3 8 7 BCnctam»13 91 

11 1-1210 StEMB0U£RSI)Wy(2U(D)RUCysrlCClBr487 UFutoe9 98 

12 0Q51X KWCCOmwnON |4R(D)MsBCU1qoBCliley48 7 IQrttoB 9C 

13 <24-21 FEJOff HKL (40) P) (Ototaey Part StuJ) ^ M PlEEcact 3 8 7 SSrtdtaeM 98 

14 26518 CAIQWBLE (64) (D) [Lord Howard De ttektenj H Ceci 3 8 7 XMeelb 96 

15 1-11344 FHCHBCM (HQ (33) (C! ffJ WtolSH) M ode 3 8 8 HOwflBlD2 

16 31 Sl» G0LD«iB10(J128)(D»IGEShafti)TEaBatty664 IDurtkl - 

-Ifidectaed- 

BCTMC: 6-1 ttocktoads Lkno, Ferny WL 7-1 Catctabie. DeocsseM. 8-1 WaNba Santo, 11 - 1 B- 
fittta, My lienta Mmd, 12-1 M^c CetaMtao, PtocHtata, Solo He, 14-1 ettare 
1996: Spia 3 8 U K Dariey 5-1 ft Cumanittanr ( 8 ) 13 on 
FORM GUIDE 

Dreppng back m tnp can no the tnck for DOCKLANDS UMO. He camotown Ns race 
a York but seemed to find the inai quarter mite of tire Ebor Handicap a bit too much and 
had to sette for sewerah behind Far Ahead. The day after me Ebor, m the race won by 
Honourable. frewaniB Sun nhmfrdM better than Dutesque (fifth). My Learned Blend 
(ranch) and C t lesi to t Choir tl2th). (Ts prowng OT*y tontna race vwth Remaatfa Sun. 
OKU 01 . and he's rw guararneed to confirm me form. That York run was Dontesque's first 
at this tnp. Cetesasi Cher s a toujji mare enable of bouncing back and My teamed 
Friend's second to Zarato^a n the Old Newton Cup at Haydock means he cant be ruled 
out. Cstcbabie was a lorg way off me winner. Cyitan. on «s only previous run n arand- 
«p. a Newbury, but that res on tesang ground and he «es hgftiy trred in Tlwe Cheers' 
Used race at Newmarket tost tone. This could be more hs sort of contest. There were 
only two other runner* when Ferny HB won a 0-80 conrtnons race at NswcastfelG Stai- 
dly meeting but both oopanents had won handicaps beforehand and if any of these can 
onptTMs it's probably the Prescott horse. He's net just fh« times. Another three-year -old 
to consider is Efoaeha. touched oft by Debutante Days (cortipieting a hat-mefc) m her 
first hanrtcap at Leicester. S elec t ion: DOCKLANDS UMO 


Yinl FENNER CONVEYOR BELTING HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
SZrtzlA £5,000 added 5f Penalty Value £3£00 


i 

260051 

2 

052560 

3 

100002 

4 

10131 

5 

430100 

6 

601103 

7 

143412 

8 

■1Q306 

9 

304401 

10 

225224 

11 

44002D 

12 

410003 

13 

-10302 

14 

100603 

15 

242054 

IS 

222431 

17 

004000 

18 

250500 

19 

21LC33 

20 

200400 

21 

404000 

22 

454130 


lRaU2V 



JCDretoyT 


404000 JU5Te«C24)(p)UFbteb0SK0SatieSa85. 


— LQwnHCkUB 
Jona Wadi (5)U 

NAttnwSB 

__ Desi UcXeoMi 5 
■ 20V 


-226SEM- 

BEJTBe B-i Crest lie Bcntot, 7-iaiaMlqMy, 8-1 SteryteBar, 10-1 Lord Mgk Ualat, 12-1 
Tsar Wfifts. Perpto fta&Ti«citt Dam, 14-1 Dewre, Pletewe Ttoa, SUta tor, 16-1 ediws 
199ft Smrea Hssan 4 9 5 A Qifere 14-1 ftte J Rfimsdeni win (15) 21 m 
RHWGUDE 

Winner of a 7f maWen at Ld^idd m February, then suceessfifl «er 6f at Newmarku m 
June, SHALSTAVHOty E a vetsabto DBy tew looks even barer ow ths rnntoun tnp. 
She beatTnrWbHa (fourth) a Sandown and confirmed her rtfog for mis (ttsoncewften 
a haB-ten^h second m Bahanfian Beauty at York. Bahamian Beauty Old tire form no 
ham when a dose tiwti id ttnas a Hajtior* (6fi last Fntay. Craaa The Border canted 
10a 7t) teen scoring for tire fifth time ms season at Mussefouigh a fortrig* se> bm 
he wmnmgdsys may not yet be wer. Selection: SHALSTAYHOLY 

SUN PRWCBSUF CHALLENGE STAKES (CLASS C)£^500 
added 3VO lm Penalty Value £4,275 

111- BAHWRE(USA) (364) R (Hamter M MeWaun) J OftopB 11 RHfcl 


4.40 


31-030 IU4MT(USA) (22) (Matexxn A Utafttot) DLarto8 11 . 


11-226 TOW?e(lll))W(Bf)^ESar^POtwretojan8] 
3 4 total 4- 
IQTMfc 4-5 RHOtpre, rt5 Brtbse, 9-1 Krott 
1996s rantmaro 90 LDhbt 7-? {S tw Suan) ftawi (7) 9 isn 


JIMmI 

—J Raids 


+ 
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Scotland assume control of their own destiny 


The complex means 
of deciding the best 
runner-up in World 
Cup qualifying suits 
Craig Brown's men. 
Matt Tench explains 

It was perhaps fitting that on the 
day the Scots went to the polls 
to decide their political future, 
it became clear that their coun- 
try's footballing destiny would 
also be a matter for them- 
selves. Well, almost... 

Wednesday's frenzied even- 
ing of World Cup action was fol- 
lowed by an almost equally 
hectic night with calculators 
and slide rules os fans across Eu- 
rope attempted to interpret a set 
of qualification rules which 
must have been devised by a 
Mensa sub-committee. 

The upshot is that Scotland 
will qualify for the World Cup 
finals in France next s umm er if 
they beat Latvia at home next 
month - provided they are not 
the victims of a series of highly 
unlikely results in the mean tune. 

This is because of Fife's qual- 
ifying stipulation that means 
that results against the bottom 
team - or, in six-team groups, 
bottom two teams - are ignored 
wben comparing the records of 
runners-up - the best of whom 
qualifies for the finals auto- 
matically. Thus each team can 
achieve a maximum of 18 
points. If Scotland beat Latvia 
they will have 13, a figure onfy 
two countries can surpass. One 
is Spain, but only if they first de- 
feat Slovakia and then lose to 
the Faroe Isles while Yugoslavia 
beat Malta. It would be a set of 
results worthy of several stew- 
ards' inquiries. 

The other is Italy, who face 
England in the final game in 
Group Two. The situation for 
England is the simple one of 
qualification, provided they 
avoid defeat in Rome. If that re- 
sult were a draw. Scotland 
would have a better record 
than Italy unless Moldova beat 
Georgia and Poland, then 




Poland win in Georgia. Again, 
highly unlikely. 

But, if Scotland only draw 
with Latvia, they could be 
1 pipped by Italy drawing with 
• England regardless of other 
Group TVvo matches; by Eng- 
land even if they lose in Italy; 
and by Belgium if they beat 
Wales. Should England lose in 
Rome, they would still finis h 
ahead of Belgium as long as the 
margins of a Belgian win over 
Wiles and an England defeat in 
Italy do not exceed seven goals. 

Scotland are due to play the 
Latvia game at Hibernian, 
though there is already a cam- 
paign afoot to move the game 
to a stadium larger than East- 
er Road's 16,218. 


Wherever it is played, the 
Scotland coach, Craig Brown, in- 
sisted yesterday that there will be 
no complacency from his side. 
“The results were wonderful 
for us but we must not lose sight 
of the fact we still have to beat 
Latvia," Brown said. “It’s only 
when that happens that we can 
be really sure we are through and 
may start to celebrate.” 

Italy’s reaction to losing pole 
position in Group Two at the 
penultimate hurdle was pre- 
dictably unforgiving, with the 
coach Cesare Maldini the focus 
for much newspaper criticism 
after his side's 0-0 draw in 
Georgia. “Someone should 
have told Maldini that a draw 
in Tbilisi was not a useful, old- 


fashioned away point but was in 
foot just the same as losing," 
thundered a front page leader , 
in Gazzetta Delia Sport. “With all 
due respect. Maldinf s Italy has 
in two not veiy difficult away ties 
- in which Englan d nicked up 
six points -managed to reader 
that great Wembley result use- 
less." 

Many commentators blamed 
Maldim for passing on his fears, 
particularly about his team’s 
lack of early season fitness, for 
not taking the Georgians seri- 
ously, and for not brin gin g on 
the in-form striker Filippo In- 
Taghi until near then end. 

Maldini himself, said: “We 
didn’t reap our just reward. 
I’ve no complaints about the 


team, they gave their utmost As * 
for. die substitutes, I didn't bring- 
them in earlier because we were . 
playing well in the second halt" 

' England were given an ear- 
ly warning against complacen- 
cy by Chelsea’s Gianfranco 
Zola. “When Italy has its back 
to the wall, then it' rises to the 
.occasion and that’s how it will 
be at the Olympic Stadium 
against the English," he said. 

As the calculations were go- 
ing into the night in Europe, 
three South American sides 
were securing their places at the 
finals- Argentina, Colombia 
and Paraguay all booked pas- 
sages to France, leaving just one 
more place open in South 
America. 


EUROPE 

upMfquaStytfi'wtfrtorifteteofc.TTiaotfT- 
ereUfKnjnrmuqi *61 OaPrrmn fn hufptto 
uni pfiy quUMqr nwtrtes on u home ana 
«wy tote on ^Orator art IStoromtar. 
TfK *M , 4 gpqp&r nOnan Mflra&aqwriQrito 
(MAW*. 

Group One 

P W D L F A Pt* 

Dam 7 5 1 1 14 8 IB 

Omoca 7 4 1 2 11 4 13 

Croatia 7 3 3 t 14 U 12 

Bonin' S 3 0 5 9 14 9 

S lo w wta— : 7 0.1 6 4 17 1 

RmoM« IWtmc: 11 Oct ©tecs v Don- 
marts Sowrta v Croatia. 

Group Two 

P W D L F A Pt* 

Btfnd 7 6 0 1 15 2 1» 

Italy 7 5 2 0 11 1 17 

Poind s — — S 2 13-7 9 7 

Qoorpa 6 1 1 4 3 9 4 

Moldova 8 0 0 6 2 17 0 

Romlntaa ttms 24 Sopfc Moidowi v 
Georpo. 7 OcbMoMOvov Poland. 'll Oct 
ltsty.tr Bgntt Geoiga v Poland. 

Group Thro* 

P W D L F APIs 

Norway fQ) 8 8 2 0 21 2 20 

Ha«ay 7 3 2 2 9 7 11 

Finland 7 3 1 3 10 11 U 

SMtmrfand 7 2 1 4 6 12 7 

AzorbaQan 7 1 0 6 3 17 3 

ItaiiaMMac&nHB 11 Oct: Hriand vHun- 
puy; Switzerland v Azerbaijan. 

Group Four 

P W D L F A Pta 

Austria 9 7 1 133 4 22 

Scottatid 9 6 2 113 3 20 

SwadMi 9 6 0 3 IS 9 U 

Latvia 9 3 1 5 10 12 10 

Estonia 9 1 1 7 4 15 4 

Batons 9 1 1 7 5 17 4 

itninsMsg itiitisos- ii mr nimtnn ir im 
tauK Scotland v LaMr, Sweden v Estonia. 


'The biggest drama came in 
Santiago where Ariel Ortega,' 
-for some time bailed as the nat- 
ural, successor to Diego Mara- 
dofaa, orchestrated Argentina’s 
dominated of a Chile side that 
boasted a 100 -per cent home 
record. . 

- MarcetoGaDardo put the vis- 
itors ahead, but the lead was 
cancelled out by Marcelo Salas. 
With five minutes remaining 
Qaudio Lopez struck a dra- 
matic winner, despite Chilean 
claims of offside. Television re- 
' plays suggested that the refer- 
ee was right 

' For once Faustino Asprflla 
was not the scorer as Colombia 
beat lowly Venezuela 1-0, but he 
did provide the cross for the 


Group Five 


p W D L F A Pt* 
Ektigart* (1$ 7 6 O 116 5 It 

£2*to___— ? 4 2 1 15 3 34 

kraal 5 4 1 3 9 7 33 

Cy yrM 7 2 1 4 S 15 7 

UrranbowK 7 O O 7 2 20 0 

mwHndftttc— ill Pels Cffaavtm- 
HTfauiC hcM * 

OrovpStK ' 

P W D L F A Pt* 
fnrJn ■« 6 2 0 21 4 20 

Ttorataita T 6 2 1 24 7 20 

StomMa S 5 1 2 17 9 U 

OMbmp 8 3 X 4 12 8 10 

ffrwMn 6 2 0 7 9 28 S 

MaOa B 0 0 a 2 31 0 

n—toMKffmiw 24 Mato v Cacti 
RepuMc SfcMtaa v SprtA U Ott Item v 
yugatato; Cacti Repine v StaroM*; Spun v 
Foot trios. 

Group Sevan 

P W 0 L. F A Pta 

HoH—tonda.. 7 6 0 1 26 4 38 

BaWun.: 7.5 0 2 17 BIB 

Tlrtey 7 4 1 2 21 9 13 

Wafca 7 2 1 4 18 18 7 

Son Marino 8 0 0 8 0 42 0 

feMtHIBMI 33.0*6 Mum V WMbk 
N edwrtandsvTtatay. 

Group Eight 

P W 0 L F A Pta 

Romania KB & 9 0 0 38 3 27 

Rap of Maori _9 5 2 2 21 7 IT 

UBNKda S 4 2 3 9 7 14 

Macedon ia — — 9 4 1 4 21 18 13 

jaatond 1 3 5 7 18 8 

LkcU— M r-J 0 0 9 3 48 0 

nirahteaftrturarollOot: IcgLapri* beeflt- 
anann; RapublC of Wand v ttomano; Mace- 
donia v uthuanM.- 


RamWmflrtMmU0a:Genn3!>V k, A l - 

bm*; ftjftmpi v Nortiwn ireKrA 4 rw«a 

vUkmmK 

Runners-up 

European nmerw) «rfl ** ra&eeoezi- 
mg to me tarwtng cr&na: 

and fcunft to me 

I tettpnk 3 Goals 

4 Goats uctmOa^t^OtaetaiBPtf^ r 

nma. uvmtxst wrw m 

ham aft tea a«rie a 

(Mt two rumen-up on o neutral pound c- 

13 October. 

7?» tttfldnp tor teams cunemv^\5^f 

SSHKSfflfMSw 

Hah. and fir*/* vreamSm GraiiJ raw. tey ■»- 
have j 2 pano ttorn (to* ^ urteirnir pjffcn. 

P W D L F A Ft* 

5 3 2 0 5 0 U 

r?. C. 3 - 1 7 5 U 

BSSS T 111 § 2 w 

BM0um - 


3 0 2 9 
2 2 18 
2 12 7 
2 12 8 
12 2 3 
12 2 3 


SOUTH AMERICA 

wodoaaday** moti (SmMM: Crat 1 
eSSaowBBnooa 2 (GaBarto 2b. Lao«c85/: 

rmornba 1 iCaOrera 6 ■ i Vo- 
neoiaia O; (Asuncion): Paraguay 2 ibcmm 
27. Samara 36) BaMa 1 (Suarez 561: (Ura): 
PBU 2 (PatBOOS 56, Cany 59i UrugW) 1 «te- 
coda 44;. 

7op tour cuaSV P W D L F A Pt* 
taLoHnoVOJ —14 3 4 2 22 12 28 


Oroop Nhm 


Cotombia (Ql —15 8 3 “ == li £ 

PwfuayfO/ 14 8 2 4 20 13 26 

Sd” -^4 B 4 4 IB 16 22 

-.. 1A S J 5 X IB IB 

— 14 5 3 6 IS 1C IS 

BoBvta — . 

Unguay- 


P W D t F A Pto 
_S 5 4 0 19 6 19 
-9 5 2 28 6 17 
-9 4 4 1 11 4 16 
J 1 S3 BU 8 
-9 1 4 4 6 9 7 
-9 1 1 7 4 16 4 


goal which was headed home by 
Wfimer Cabrera. The celebra- 
tions were somewhat tempered 
by a lacklustre performance in 
which their playinaker Carlos 
Valderrama began to- look his 
age, 36. 

Paraguay, whose style is more 
south London than south 
Amenran, welcomed bade their 
captain and goalkeeper lose 
Luis Chflavert after a four- 
match suspension, and it was his 
free-kick, belted from the edge 
of his own penalty area, that was 
flicked on for Miguel Benitez's 
opening goal in their 2-1 defeat 
of Bolivia. 

Uruguay, tvnee winners of the 
competition, and still able to 
provide a succession of highly 


trwntni 1 4 5 3 6 IS 1C li 

BoBvta 14 4 b 4 18 17 17 

Unapmy 14 5 2 7 13 18 17 

VOBBZiMito 15 0 312 8 40 3 

Rotnaiofnt fixture® 22 Oec Ai&mra v 
Ihuaw. Ctv4evPeru:6c«a(Jorv Boawr Pot- 

aajsyvVerraieia.lBNovrAigenoravCotDfn- 

bsr. Clioov B oMk Pent v Par3®By. Un®ia» f 


talented exports to Europe, 
have been left with virtually no 
chance of qualifying after los- 
ing to Peru in Lima. 

Alvaro Recoba, who has up- 
staged Ronaldo as the two be- 
gin careers with Intenvizionole. 
put Uruguay ahead in the first 
half, but the Peruvians re-‘ 
sponded with goals from Rober- 
to Palacios and the confusingly 
named German Carty to give the 
home side an excellent chance 
of claiming the final South 
American qualifying spoL 

Having already been though 
two coaches, the outlook for - 
Uruguay s Roque Maspoli is not ; 
encouraging- Then 2 gain. it : 
may be time for him to retire - 
anyway. MaspoU is 79. 


Spurs ponder action on Iversen Gretna’s great Cup expectations 


Tottenham Hotspur are con- 
sidering taking action against 
the Norwegian Football Asso- 
ciation after their striker Stef- 
fen Iversen aggravated an ankle 
injury playing for the Under-21 
team against Switzerland. 

Iversen was not expected to 
take any part in Tuesday’s game, 
having damaged his ankle in 
training the previous week. *T 
was astonished lo geiu phone call 
from Norway saying that Steffen 
played," Gerry Francis, the Spurs 
manager, said. “He hadn't 
trained with us for over a week 
and we let him go to Norway 
purely so he could see their 
doctor to confirm that he was in- 
jured and be sent home. 

“I was already resigned to the 
fact he would not play for us at 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

SeamJ aay at tour 10.30 ndey 

Duhara v Somerset 

CHESTER -LE -STREET: Dwtum (5pt8), with 
throe socond-lnrings wickets standing, are 
145 run ahead of Somaraat (B). 

Durham won toss 

DURHAM - First lm*igo 230 (J E Monts 79l. 
SOMERSET - Rret InTOogs 
(OvemRn: 7b for lj 

P C L HcPtoxey t» b Feew . .46 

M N UWnwffl t» o Wafcer -S7 

M f Trescotfw* c Wesrw b Wdfter A 

•P D Bow** (Ow b Brow" — - -3 

M Sme #»» b Bravo ....... 7 

S C tcaesaw b Bens - 12 

G D Rose not out —15 

A R Cjddcfc lx* b Bern .0 

Musbtao Abmed nai out 8 

K I STOte C Boon b Brown - -O 

E-ttras r&3 rold *5 no?i 24 

Total {77.1 overs) — __217 

Fart (cORtF ? 130 3-140 4 146 5-168 6-185 

7- iar 8-197 9 2 ir 

Bowflne Brown 27. 1*69 3: Setts 19 -6- 56- 2: 
Foster 14-3-37 -ft VltM L3-12&Z Boe«4 1 
ltHJ 

DURHAM - Second UBdng* 

I i B Lawn c Tomer b Musfttae SO 

S Hutton c Turner b Rase — - -20 

J E Moms o Tinner b CadtM> - -.7 

■D C Boon Km b CwkfK* 10 

RMS Wesran c EocJestooe b ttdtk* 1 

tM P Spei^rt Km a MuSuaa — — -1 

MJFbstfillWOW 27 

U M Bens to* b MushtK) — -1 

J BatoitnM out --O 

Extras lb4 1)7 nb4) -.15 

Total (tor 7, 90 oven) — — J22 

Fttt 166 2-813-99 4-99 5-1016-101 7-108. 

To bat 5 i E Brown. A water. 

Booting To dM ef. Cart** 19- 7-57-3; Fto*12- 

1- 43 1; Musntaa 13-10-4^; BOW1W&3-174). 
Unplras: J D Bon) and JW HtKdar 

Glamorgan v Essex 
CARDIFF: Essex <4j»ts), with nine aaeond- 
hnbtg* vricket standing, ana 133 rons be- 
Mnd Htomorgan (8) alter fottwtn* on. 
Glanxxgon non toss 
GLAMORGAN - First bluings 
tOwnugbt 307 lor 7) 

S D ThomM b D R Low 

Waoar YotauS cSGLawbDRLaw 17 

5 L Wartun run out --3 

. D A Cosher not our -O 

Extras fQ5 1614 w5 nbfl) - -JO 

Total (119.4 overs) 361 

Fan leont]; 8-337 M56. 

BowOruC non 22-4-65-3: Cowan 5-1-28* D 
R Law 24 _4^-6S-4: Grayson 33- 7 -84-2; Such 
31-8-82-0: S G Law 
ESSEX- Rr*t tunings 

•p i Pnefurd c James b Waqar — 6 

D D J Robinson c 5 (um b Walton —.12 

N Hussam c Coney b Wajor — 

S G Law c Ode b Walton .85 

R C Jrwv Bwr b Tbomes — .7 

A P Grayson it** b Thomas JJ 

DRLaweMomsbWattan - J5 

f0 J Hyam rut out 10 

M C Bon not oui : —28 

APCown bWaoar 0 

p MSucnc Sub b Croft - .0 

Extras (01 lb71 - 8 

ToU <43J overs) 169 

Fall: 1-6 2-6 3-70 4-79 5-79 6-122 7-133 

8- 156 9-156. 

BowUriB! Waoar 11-2-31-3; WaOm 14-2-68- 
3; Croft 8^-2- 10-lr Thomas 8^M8- 2; Cosker 

2- 1-4-0. 

Second Infringe 

•P j Pnchard not out _........31 

ODJRooreoncMavnaiOtJlVflthn J? 

N Hussain not out 23 

Extra* Ib5l 

Total (for 1, 15J. overs) 69 

FWb 1-2. 

To but S G Law. R C ban. A P Grayson. 0 R 
Law, A P Cowan. M C I km. 78 1 Hyam. P M 
Such. 

Banting (to date); ww* 4-0-14-0; Watkm 
&.2-6-K Craft 4-0-23-0: Cosher 106-0: 
Thomas 1.1-0-50. 

Umpires; j H Hams and P Juhan. 


Leicester on Saturday, so to find 
that he had played in Norway 
was a shock. We will certainly 
be looking into it to see what ac- 
tion we can lake." 

Stuart Ripley will not play for 
Blackburn for at least a fortnight 
and he could be out for six 
weeks. The winger pulled up 
with a hamstring injury eight 
minutes after coming on as a sec- 
ond-half substitute during Eng- 
land's World Cup win over 
Moldova at Wembley on 
Wednesday - his first interna- 
tional appearance for four years. 

Nigel Clough has derided 
that Manchester City's reserve 
team is no place for a forward 
who once commanded a £1 im 
transfer fee and has joined 
Sheffield Wednesday on loan. 


Port Vhle yesterday sold Jpn 
McCarthy, the Northern Ireland 
international winger, to their 
Frist Division rivals Birmingham 
Gty for £1 -5m. and then bought 
the Lincoln City winger Gareth 
Ainsworth for £500,000. 

“We were reluctant to see Jon 
go, but he turned down a new 
three-year contract and we 
couldn't risk him just walking 
out at the end of the season for 
nothing," John Rudge, Nfole’s 
manager, said. “He has been a 
brilliant player and done a 
tremendous job for Port Vale." 

Rudge did not waste any 
'time plugging the gap by sign- 
ing the 24-year-o Id Ainsworth 
for a dub record - the fee top- 
ping that paid by Yale when 
they bought McCarthy from 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Hamoshtro v Stitnmt 

SOUTHAMPTON: SuMex <4pb), P«1 aovan 
oeooaMMtoti vrtcfcets standby, m 70 nm* 
ahead of Hampohhe (E)_ 

Sussavicfl rocs 

SUSSEX - FtoA borings 114 iS D Udal 4-17. 
S M ruUbum 4-38). 

HAMPSHIRE - First borings 
lOwjiugnc IBS to 2t 

G WVMvte b Knan 80 

P R Vrtittahm b Hhan -.73 

W S henctoH c tovt* b Wan .15 

•IPSttfjnenscnlMbtwttey 1 

tA N Annas (m b tvrOOv - -0 

S D Utui bKvriev 5 

S I IfcfBMW bJQtVB ..11 

R j (*»uc Caipente' b Kt>»i ......... .. ..4 

S M Mdbim not out 4 

Extras (1)6 ndl4i .....20 

Total (83.4 overs) 245 

fad (eont): 3-196 4-205 6-206 6-206 7-212 
8-231 9-239. 

Bowfing Jam 16-1-71-1: Ktfriev 15-3-41-4; 
Robmon 10-4-17-0; Bates 15-6-31-1: Knai 
27.4^-79-4. 

SUSSEX - Second barings 

M T E Peace MX out -fll 

*TP Moctes tow b Mtoum 21 

N R Taytx c. Aymes b Fteraharr -52 

K Greenfield c Man) b Mown 11 

k Mswati not out ... 30 

Extras W4 nb2i 6 

Total (tor 3, 82 ones) 201 

FBI: 1-35 2-114 3-142. 

To baC J 3 Carpenter, P W jams. J J Bates. A 
A Nun. M A no&mscn. R J KMey. 
Bowflngctodato): Mtoun i4i.5B-a Fterohaw 
16624-1: Udal 30-7-760; Mont 10-5-11-0: 
Steobanson 12-2-3441 
Uraptros: J C Bafckwsone and A wwte. 

Mlcklesex v Nottbighainshlro 
[ORB'S: N uLUn g iai rghlre (2ptsL wWl afx Urst- 
toriMsvridats Etantinti, aro 314 nma baHnd 
Mkknesex (4)- 
ILAUasa vron toss 
MIDOLESEX- Fb*t baring* 

(OvemgX: 283 to 51 

0 A Shah not out 104 

th R BRwn c TaHey b Evens — — 14 

J P Hewn c Johnson b Afina -13 

ARC FraEer st Noon b A&aal 21 

P C R Tirineti not out -7 

Extras IDS to 1 * 28 ) 39 

Total (fir 8 doc, 160 eroro) 430 

Fan (cant): 6319 7-376 6410. 

Did not bat TF BbromfetiL 
120 ovars: 321 tor 6. 

BowtoK Bowen 264 ■ 76 1; Frante 25-3-95-1; 
Tolley &4 -70- 1: Evans 33- 20-70-1; Bates 42- 
11-80-1: Ahaal 12-2-29-2. 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE - Hrat bnlngi 

M P Doaman Bw b Tirineli 28 

RT tabbrion c Brown b Tirinel 35 

G E Weoon c Bros* b Tufnati .... ..... J4 

•P AXinson e Ftttjloy b Kate 1 

U Afoot not out ... 

C M Totioy not out 23 

Extras 005 nb2j — - — —-7 

Total (Tor 4, S3 orern) „ ■ ■ ■ ■■■ „„ , — I MS 
Fas 1-09 2-72 3-73 4-9L 
To tab R T Bates. IWMNoon.it P Evans. PJ 
Frants, M N Booen. 

BowDtK (to dace): Fraser 0-213-0; Hewin 9- 
4-20-01 Tuhel 17 5 23-3. Kate 11-3-25-1: 
BoamfeU 4-1-12 -O Rnr*rakash 63-160. 
UffipireE 8 Leattbeaiei and G I Burgess. 

Northaiits v Leicestorsblre 

NORTHAMPraM: Leicastenlrira (Bpts), with] 
tow flrat-inntoBi wkhBBBtontfing, m 48 iww 
ahaod of ItoRtamptoatfrire (S). 
Northomaonsfti re won (ass 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - FM InntogB 
fOvBffitfit: 310 to 7) 

JP Tavtob Ormond J8 

SAJBoswacandBOnrond 9 

M KD«Mes twr our j 

J F Brawn b Ormond 0 

Extras ib5 toll ri&Bl 3A 

Total (1165 ovum). — ...832 

Fun (eoM)-. 6323 6332. 

Bowtine MOrs 224-561: Ormond 24 3-608- 
Wefts 10-0-32-0; Bnmson 27-9-63-1; Pw- 
son 27-664-1; Dten 61-60; Maddy 62 2-1 
LEICESTERSHIRE - Hr*t bwrinRa . 

V J Web b Taylor - „.J1 

DLMadflycBaiieybBaBae* ...29 

1 J Sutdrtfe c Cunan b Sn*m —.01 

■j J wtixaws c Rtptoy b Bowed 0 


B F Smoi BM o Brown .. — 30 

J M Dritbi not out 136 

tPANnonKMbDaries 20 

P J Mams not out — ...... -80 

Extra* iM *4 r*l6) 24 

Total (tor 8, 97 orora) 380 

Ftet 144 2-67 3-67 4-122 6183 6271 
To bat A R K Pierson. J Ormond. M T Bitraon. 
touted (to date); Tarior 17<ra2-v Boswell 
13-1-78-2; Brown 3616101-2: toms 214- 
761: Ranberthy 7-624-0; Batoy 66120. 
Umpiros: M J KWten and R Pakner. 

Surrey v Lancashire 
THE OVAL: SUmy (3ptaJ, with throo firatrlo- 
■rinfis wlehatia ttanwai m 338 rant bebhid 
Lancaslrira (7). 

Lancastitre won loss 
LANCASHIRE - Fkxt barings 
(Overnight: 459 lor 4j 

N H Fartxwher not out 112 

G D Lloyd rut out — B5 

Extras IM Ib2 wl2 nb24)..._ M 

Total (tor 4 doe, 136 mm) 982 

Ftofc 1-259 2-373 3-448 4450. 

DW not bat *M WatMnson, P M RxjgNay. tW 
k Hags. P 1 Martin. G needy. 

120 ovans 516 to 4. 

Bowteg M P Btotnel 14-656-0: Baraamn 22- 

3-97 -O; A J Hofltoalta 17-2-61-1; B CHoMoake 
162-101-0; Satisbuy 262-77-0: Amin 266 
1361: Ratdiffe 61-11-0; Braun 1-0-13-0: D 
J BKkneV 40-12-1: Butcher 61-261, 
SURREY - F?«l Inatafi* 

0 1 Bx*rw« tow b Watwnson 74 

M A Butcher c FaStrother b WatMnsui ....49 

J D Ratrtffe c WbUmaon b Heedy 12 

tA J StowartcHeggb toady .73 

A 0 Brawn b wartonson ..... 0 

*A J Hokoale c uoyd b toedy 14 

8 C HoHoaka c Wood b toe fly .18 

1 0 K Saisbuty not out A 

1 E B e njamn not out — J) 

Extra* ib& me ntOl 13 

Total (ter 7, 78 mranj , ———25 * 

FNb 1-103 2-118 3-171 4-171 6204 6245 
7-254. 

To bat M P Behned. R M Amm. 

BowSnK (to data): Martin 63-31-0: Chappie 
7-2-180; FWgwy 61000; Weedy 32-16864; 
VKtounson 267-763. 

Umpka*: A Da noon and P WBiey. 

Warwicks v Gloucestershire 
BXBASTOtt Gtaoeacnnridta [4(KxJ. wftb Bn 
lecond-Wnau ■Wats «an*C are 119 n*a 
bolted WtowlGtabbo (8) after totiowtofon. 

HUrVwdohiiA »0rt tOSS 
WARWICKSHIRE - Rrstftmtag* 
lOverngWitr 407 tor 7) 

NMK Snrib Bum b UNAS .148 

D R Brown c tovte b Smtoi ..... 79 

GWefcnrKKOut J. 

A A DonaU c Bal bSmrth 0 

Extra* tb8 nbiO) .... -...18 

Fatal (1126 over*) .-.418 

fM (OOM; 8-412 9418. 

AmNrs Small 2062-704: Lmb 24 -686« 
BM 29 -10-800; Ybunc 12-0-7043; Aueyne 17 
6680: DavK 6-6220: Hancock 4-1-21-0. 
BJDUCESTEFBSMRE - Fbst Inline* 

M G N Wkidowa c Piper b DoneU 0 

THCHancockbSmuh 65 

R I Dawson c Ostler b Btomi 10 

SVtwCcP^erbVtoleh 3 

•M W AAeyne c OSUBf b Welch S 

tR C Russel c ut&i b Donald — 10 

M C J Bal c Oerter b Snridi. 10 

R P Datb bw b Smith 2 

J lawn not out — .9 

A M Sffxtn b Smlto 15 

D R Hewn absent — . . .-0 

Extras iroBl 8 

Total (40 ovonri ■■■ - — ■ 1X 3 

Ftift 1-0 2-25 3-44 4-82 670 683 7-89 6 
899-133- 

Bowtef: Donald 104-24-2; Btomi 6620-1: 
wwen 162-37-2: Smith U 3-32-4. 

Second Irarinfs 

M G N wntows c Pver b w*h 20 

T H C Hmcack b Cries — 41 

RIDmsoncOSierbSnitih -5 

S Ybune c Osdw B Gtiea 35 

•MwSifl)irie bSmh ... -—-4 

TR C RiKsefl rat hurt — -4* 

M c J Ban na out If 

R P Doris not out — -3 

Extra* (612 9S3 w2 nb8J._ — 35 

Total (Tor 6, 54 wrora) — ^-188 

Fait 1-34 2-71 3 73 4-77 6154. 

To bat: D R Hewson; A M Smith. J lj»*. 


York City for £450,000 two 
years ago. 

The Carlisle United manag- 
er Mervyn Day has been sacked 
after a four-hour meeting with 
the club president Michael 
Knighton. Day, who took over 
as manager 16 months ago, was 
not the only casualty at Brunton 
Park. The physiotherapist and 
assistant coach, Peter Hampton, 
as well as the commercial man- 
ager, Martin Hudson, were also 
shown the door. David Wilkes, 
the club's youth team coach has 
taken temporary control. 

Although Carlisle have lost 
four of their opening six match-, 
es and axe bottom of the Sec- 
ond Division, the sackings are 
not thought to be related sole- 
ly to the team’s poor start 


Bowing (to data): Donald 8-4-38-0: Btomi XI- 

6- 13-0: WBUl 4-1-17-1; GKS 17-8-46-2; 
Smuti 14-2-57-2. 

U m p l ro * ; G Stotp and H T Waws. 

Worcestershire v Dettoysfclro 
w waa&iB fcl tou B rt B iti l to M 
pptx) by 331 nan after tto that Imlne*: 
MnramMv won ms 
WORCESIERSMRE-Firat InntoSB 
[Qvemign: 400 tar 4) 

W P C Waston c KrtkkMi b Cassar 188 

D A Leadwraaie b Malcolm 33 

V S Sotrtd c Hams b Lacey 20 

tS J Rhodes c Twats 0 Lacey — 24 

S R Lampro imc out J4 

RK UDrwmth not out 7 

EXlra* (blA ib 20 nolffl SO 

Total (tar 8 dec. USA overs) 554 

Fall (cant): 6477 6481 7-511 6537; 

Did not bet A Snonyor. 

120 awa: 464 for 4. 

BowOng: Makxtoi 236U7-U Dofiwss 22-686 
1 : Hants 163-47-1; Cwh 23-8-83-1; Lacey 26 

7- 862: dan* 18.4698-0; Caster 163-562. 

DERBYSHIRE - Hurt timing* 

S SttJOWn® c Rhodes b Haynas ..5 

0 G Cork c Waston b Shadyar _.0 

T A TmaB run out ; 42 

.K J Bamaa e W»o» b Stonyar J. 

VPOaitoc Moody b Hbynes 19 

U E Cassar not out ^ 76 

|KM KrfhKan b Shaotfr 48 

«PAJ DeFtMtebHKk 4 

S J Lacey tow b Rngwonn .JLl 

A J Hams C Sctenta o Moody I 

D E Mafctfm c Eprtng b niaigMcrQi 1 

Extras (b7 Ib5 w2l :~.14 

Total (6241 ova*) 223 

Fait 1-3 2-11 612 4-51 684 6155 7-170 

8- 209 6222. 

towteg SlHitor 61-363; Hawes 62-362: 
Lampo 7-1-22-0; Hick 26671-1; IMmli 
16612-362; Moody 3-6161. 

Umplm: D R Stoohani and a G T Wtritonad. 


Noo-Uagiw notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

The tong road to Wembley con- 
tinues tins weekend with 143 ties 
in the. first qualifying round of 
the FA Cup. The country’s 
most famous sporting tourna- 
ment is very much a nation-wide 
event: 141 ties take place in 
England, from Workington in 
Cumbria to St Blazey in Corn- 
wall, one (Merthyr Tydfil v. 
Brockenhuist) in Whies - and 
one in Scotland. 

Gretna, who are celebrating 
their 50th anniversary this year, 
take on Mpssley at their Ray- 
dale Park home, hoping to em- 
ulate their achievements of 
1991, when they reached the 


first round proper and were un- 
lucky to lose to Rochdale after 
a replay. The Dumfries and Gal- 
loway-based side are the onfy 
Scottish dub to compete in an 
English league, and in Football 
Association competitions. 

Gretna have a team packed 
full of experience. Them long- 
serving manager, Mike Mc- 
Cartney, still plays at the age of - 
42, .while the play-maker Rus- 
sell Coughlin, like McCartney 
a former Carlisle and Plymouth 
player,’ is a relative youngster at 
37. Up front goals are expect- 
ed from the 34-year-old Iain 
Ferguson, who played in the 
1987 Uefa Cup final for 
Dundee United and also served 
Rangers, Hearts and Dundee. 

Blyth Spartans make the 


short trip to Speunymoor with 
an even older player-manager 
at the helm, the 45-year-old 
goalkeeper John Bumdge. An- 
other Northumberland outfit, 
the. former Football League 
dub Ashmgton, entertain Fare- 
ley Celtic in what could be the 
last FA Cup tie at their Portland 
Park home. 

The grand old stadium, 
which hosted a rather more 
glamourous FA Cup fixture 
against Aston VQla in 1924, dur- 
ing Asiungton's eight seasons in 
the Third Division North, has 
been sold by its owners, Wans- 
beck District Council, for retail 
development A new ground is 
to be built, but in themeanthne 
Ashin gt nn. managed by the 
former Sunderland full-back. 


Cecil Irwin,who is a newsagent 
in the town, will move in with 
Bedlington Terriers. 

Hyde United entertain Louth 
with more than just their FA 
Cup fortunes to worry about. 
Roy Oldham, the leader of 
Tameside Council, has caused a 
storm in north-west non-League 
circles by suggesting that Hyde, 
Stalybridge Celtic and the oth- 
er four senior semi-profession- 
al sides in the borough should 
merge and form two or three 
new dubs. However, indignant 
protests from all the dubs in- 
volved mean that the scheme is 
unlikely to become reality. 

Four GM Vauxhall Confer- 
ence sides face away ties with 
Leek, at Winsford, looking the 
most likely to suffer defeat. 


Russell’s rescue act 


HEADMOLET: K*M (Bpti) 
62 nnriMrMIMIn 


teadYdriobfracnto 


1 59. D GOuJJi 
len 4-671. 


312 iO S Lunmanr 
■u AEamarp 4-62. 


Cricket 

MIKE CAREY 
reports from Edgbaston 
Warwickshire 418; 
Gloucestershire li3 & 186-5 


Gloucestershire were on the 
back foot for most of the day 
here yesterday, so much so 
that you might have suspect- 
ed that their appetite' for the 
game did not match War- 
wickshire’s - until a glance at 
the. Championship table told 
you they still have plenty to 
play for. . 

Under.the circumstances it 
took some doing to be dis- 
missed in 40 overs on a pitch 
where their own bowlers had 
been flogged to all parts of the 
ground. 

Another four wickets soon 
fell after the follow-on, before 
Jack Russell and Sean Young 
introduced some badly need- 


ed fibre to their'day. The two 
left handers banished the 
threat of an embarrassing de- 
feat well inside two days and 
had added 77 when Young 
edged Ashley Giles’s arm ball 
and was caught one handed at 
slip by Dominic Ostler, after 
a deflection off the wicket- 
keeper. 

It was Ostler’s fifth slip 
catch of the day, and four of 
them were one-handed. Rus- 
sell, occasionally giving him- 
self room to thrash bowling of 
almost any length through 
the covers, had started to 
build a typically frustrating 
and bloody-minded innings 
when he turned his back on a 
short ball from Dougie 
Brown. • 

It struck him on the back of 
his helmet and, after lengthy 
treatment on the field he was 
obliged, dr maybe even per- 
suaded, to retire, having raced 
78 balls, feeling very groggy. 


He is expected to bat again to- . 
day, if Gloucestershire's cause 
, is not entirely lost by then. 
With their young opener 
Dominic Hewson unable to bat 
in either innings after being 
taken ill overnight. Glouces- 
tershire were up against it be- 
fore a ball was bowled after 
Neil Smith and Brown had tak- 
en their eighth-wicket part- 
nership to 186. . > 

Even the sight of Allan 
1 Donald operating off a short- 
ened run, perhaps in defer- 
ence to a recent injury, did not 
cheer them; he quickly had 
Matthew Windows caught off 
an inside er^e. 

What followed was a pretty 
miserable performance during 
which Brown experienced the 
twin emotions of first having 
one batsman, Bobby Dawson, 
caught behind off a no-balJ and 
then another, Tim Hancock, 
dropped off a legitimate one, 
all in the same over. 


Middlesex' 
driven by 
Shah show 


Surrey go through the motions 


teHMteteaMMmntar- 13-W:l ... 

Earn ba (P Akrt«KW» and 52 (P ahim 63fl 
K J Dean 5-13): Derbjrtre 347 to 8 deo 0 J 
Bbetore* 81. G M Um S4no, J SpendkM 54K 
DateyMrin won by on Inotius *nd 201 ran* 
Bournemouth: Kent 193 and 234 © A Sant 68. 
D D Masters S3na: T M Hans en 4-52h Haraa-I 
shin 257 IK D Jaroro 58. P A M ■ 

Wien 489). {HTTaftont LanCMUCM 370fefl 
dec. (S PTttftW 72, G Vstes 60. M J Oriteml 
56t Sura* 72 <DJ9mttrt 6201 end 129 (5 »eH 
tod 4-18). Lancoritee mb by ib Mr«i end 
169 him. Trout Bridge: Nannffnmtae 218 
IM Nani 58: M R Strong 5490 end 1*7 lor 3 
iPRPDflaid BOnol; Sues*. 300 tor7 oec (G Rjl 
CatrobM 93, G R Htonood 54). TemtoK Sonv 
eiwt 195 and 87 (« P DutCt' 4-11); tMJesat 
320 (A W Unman 92no). M fc M ewwr «on Ojl 
an iMtegs and 38 im. HeiriMnb Wanton*. 
CC: Wmasltin 39S <M A SnadthW, M J Poo- ■ 
edM.AFtostll2:QI»Smnrt4«»;ri«twiip- 
tonsfim 137 (T M BBaiS|r57nK D A Aina 660)1 
nna207i)f5iAJMMMteMfcreM 


M W toad 14£bA C M QUN 50; U J RMBtei 
489). Weroeeteibb* mm iv ntae (rtebeto. 


HENRY BIO FELD. 
reports- from The Oval 
Lancashire 592-4 dec 
Surrey 254-7 .. • 


TWo lessons have come from the 
first two days of what so far has .■ 
b$qi a .conspicuously boring 
match, in spite of the presence 
of no less than 12 who have 
played Ifest cricket. 

Firstly, the pitch fojrihe Oval 
Test was extremely dry and bare 
at both ends - the product of 
freak weaflier conditions - yet 
produced a fascinating game and 
was infinitefypreferable to this 
one which was exceedingly fiat 
and dull, ' , 

■Then, at a time when the bat- 
tle rages between those who 
'&vour~a .two divisional system . 
with promotion, and relegation 
an dihose who want the Coun- 
ty Championship left asit is, one 


has to say that this match, could 
have hardly been a worse ex- 

end of the season un^r the ex- ' 
isting system. 

Surrey began the season bad- ■ 
fy'in spite of having high hopes, 
then in mid-season they start- 
ed to play'some quite, decent 
cricket.but they have left it too 
late to be a serious threat at the 
end. Now, for two days, they 
have not appeared to do any- 
thing more than go through the 
motions while waiting for the 
season to end. 

Lancashire too 1 have not bad 
a good ayear as thw would have 
liked and although they have 
played the better cricket here, 
will be pleased to get next 
week’s final fixture over with. 
With liftle at stidke, the com- 
bined effort has been a good 
deal less than vibrant 

If this can happen in the 
penultimate round of matches 


in a game between two sides 
who are in seventh and thir- 
teenth places respectively, there 
will certainly almost be a fair 
number of other no contests 
around the country. - 
Orfe of the planks of Lord 
. MacLaurin’s platform is. that a 
two-tier system with promotion 
and relegation-wili mean that 
' many more of similar end-of- 
season contests will have much 
more point to them than they 
do now. Let us have two divi- 
sions for a probationary period, 
say three years, and then lets 
look at it again. 

Lancashire went on until 20 
minutes before lunch with Nefi 
Fairbrother scoring the third 
century of the innings. . 

Surrey then began well before 
careless batting and, dare one 
way it, lack of interest cost wick- 
ets and left- them needing 189 
more runs with three wickets in 
hand to avoid the follow-on. 


ROUND-UP 


A maiden Championship cen- 
tury by Owais Shah for Mid- 
dlesex helped the hosts to 430 
for 8 declared against Notting- 
hamshire at Lord's, where the 
promising England A player 
took 273 balls to reach his 
mark. Nottin ghams hire were 
116 for 4 by the dose. 

Derbyshire failed to save the 
follow-on against Worcester- 
shire at New Road, even though 
■ they recovered from 84 for 5 to 
finish on 223, with contributions 
from Matthew Cassar, who was 
unbeaten on 76, and the wick- 
. etkeeper Karl Krikken. The 
damage had already been done A 
by Worcestershire, with Philip ” 
Weston, 188 and David 
Leatherdale r 93, allowing Tom 
Moody to declare on 554 fo r g. 

Durham have cause for con- 
cern on their second-innings 
score of 132 for 7 against Som- 
erset at Chester-le-Strecl, where 
Mushtaq Ahmed and Andrew' 
■Caddick have both taken three 
wickets so far. The northerners 
lead by 145, after their pee at- 
: tack ran through the visitors, re- 
ducing them from 75 for 1 at the 
■siart ; io217 all out. 

Fbur wickets each for the leg- 

spinner Amer Khan and the 
searaer James Kirtiey set up a 
rare good day for Sussex against 
Hampshire at Southampton 
Hampshire lost their last ei^ht 
wickets for 49. Sussex still had 
a first-innings deficit of 13 1 but 
finished the day in front on 2ft 1 
for 3, thanks to a determined 81 
not out from Toby Peirce. 

Jonathan Dakin's kncxrk „r 
135 not out puL Leicestershire 
m control against Northampton 
at the County Ground, lakimr 
them to 380 for 6 at the closif ^ 
Northamptonshire were earli- 
out for 332 . with 
Ja P a J > e *°™ , °nd taking three 

wickets to finish with eVfe 



■■■ ■ — n 
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Rusedski poised 
to make big jump 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Bournemouth 

British tennis reporters used to 
experience little difficulty cal- 
culating the movement of home 
players in the world rankings. It 
was chiefly a case of subtraction. 
Nowadays, Greg Rusedski and 
Tun Henman have projected us 
into the realm of higher math- 
ematics, if not the X-Files. 

Rusedski is on the brink of be- 
coming the first British man to 
crack the top 10 since the ATP 
rankings computer bleeped its 
first print-out in 1972. Indeed, 
for a few moments here yester- 
day Rusedski thought he had al- 
ready made it. 

By advancing to the quarter- 
finals of the Samsung Open with 
a stamina-sapping win against 
Australia's Richard Fromberg, 
7-6, 7-6, Rusedski successfully 
defended his ranking points 
from the sam e week last year. 

He was led to believe that the 
current No 10, Alex Corretja, of 
Spain, was about to lose his 
points from last year's Marbei- 
la tournament. However, the 
MarbeUa date was brought for- 
ward a week this year, so Cor- 
retja's points stay in the bank 
until Monday week. 

For Rusedski to be certain of 
reaching his target next Monday, 
he must advance to Sunday's fi- 
nal here on the slow day courts 
in Bournemouth. Another 
Spaniard, Carlos Moya, the 
world No S, might have some- 


thing to say about that should 
both he and Rusedski advance 
to tomorrow’s semi-finals. 

One day at a time. Rusedski 
must first overcome Lucas 
Arnold and Moya dispose of Da- 
vide Scale, an Italian qualifier. Al- 
though the name Arnold sounds 
more Yorkshire than Rusedski, 
he hails from Buenos Aires and 
is ranked No 134 in the world. 

Arnold, in common with the 
Spanish contingent, is more 
comfortable on clay than the 
faster surfaces which suit 
Rusedski. “His brother, Patri- 
cio, once reached No 1 as a ju- 
nior,'' Rusedski recalled. “Lucas 
must be playing pretty well to 
have beaten [Marc] Goe liner 
and [Johan] V^n Merck this 
week, and he's got nothing to 
lose tomorrow 

A bigger threat to Rusedski's 
progress is likely to be the state 
of bus fitness. He spent two weeks 
exerting himself on the concrete 
courts of New York in advancing 
to the final of the United States 
Open last Sunday before re- 
turning to London by Concorde 
and continuing to play on the day 
of the West Hants Club. 

There were clear signs- and 
sounds - of weariness during the 
second set of yesterday's match 
against Fromberg, a 27-year-old 
from Tasmania, ranked No 89, 
who has built a reputation for 
his patient play on clay. Rused- 
ski grunted and groaned his way 
through lengthy rallies. 

“If it would have gone three 
sets, I don't know if I'd have won 
that match today," he said. "I 


think Tm more tired than I was 
against [Cedric] Pioline at Wim- 
bledon. I think I learned from 
that match. Mentally you can 
keep your body going by telling 
yourself, ’I can do it!’” 

It helps, of course, if you have 
a imgfaty serve with which to dis- 
abuse your opponent, particularly 
when it comes to a tie-break. 
Rusedski, who won three con- 
secutive sboot-outs during the US 
Open, was too powerful for 
Fromberg in yesterday’s duels. 

He won the fust tie-break, 
7-2, having looked the better 
player for most of the set. The 
second shoot-out was a sal- 
vage operation after Rusedski 
had been unable to convert ei- 
ther of two match points he cre- 
ated when serving at 5-4. 

It would have been a pity if 
fatigue bad beaten Rusedski af- 
ter he bad produced some of his 
most impressive groimdstrokes 
of the season, partkulady on the 
backhand, in breaking From- 
berg from 404) to take a 2-1 lead 
in the second set 

Although broken back for 
5-5. he managed to find the 
willpower to overcome his tired- 
ness when it came to the 
tie-break, which he won, 7-3, to 
complete his victory after an 
hour and 40 minutes. 

“I'm just going out there 
and trying to do my best," be 
said. “I want to be in the top 10, 
and I’d like to do it here in 
Bournemouth.” 

TODAY'S QUARTER-FINAL UN&UP-G Ru- 
seriskJ (GB) v L Arnold fflrg). C Moya (Sp) v 
D Scafa lit). C Van Garese iM v F Mantda 
(Sp). M OKbusfta (SA) v J DW (Sp). 


Warrington begin clear-out 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FI ELD 

Whrrington have begun their ex- 
pected dear-out by announcing 
an initial retained list for next 
season of just 16 players. Those 
who have been offered new con- 
tracts include the cream of the 
dub’s younger talent - headed 
by the current Great Britain 
squad members, Paul Scul- 
thorpe and Jon Roper - but 
there are notable absentees 
who have played regularly in Su- 
per League this season. 


Those include this year's 
three signing from Lhc Auck- 
land Warriors - Willie Swann, 
Tony Tatupu and Super 
League's leading try-scorer. 
Nigel Yfcga na - their fellow Ki- 
wis, Kelly Shelford and George 
Mann, as well as the Great 
Britain internationals. Paul 
Hulme and Richie Eyres. 

Others who have not yet 
been retained are Sales/ Finau. 
Paul Barrow, John Hough. Tony 
Thorniley, John Thursfield, 
Andy Bennett and Paul Dar- 
byshire. Two others. Chris Rudd 
and Gareth Davies, have been 


offered only part-time terms. 
Negotiations are still going on 
with some players, with Wir- 
rington keen to retain Swann. 

The present coach, Darryl 
Van de Mslde, has agreed a two 
year extension to his contract 
and is flying to Australia, where 
he hopes to finalise the signing 
of some players to replace the 
ones who will be leaving. 

Stuart Lester is out of the rest 
of Wigan's campaign in the 
Premiership and the World 
Club Championship. The sec- 
ond-row forward needs a shoul- 
der operation. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


England have 
no answer to 
Kim’s hat-trick 


Athletics 

British athletics yesterday received a 
£2-5m lottery funding boost after a deal 
betswen the Engish Sports Council and 
the British ArMetics Federation. Athletes 
will share £Llm to help their prepa- 
rations for major championships. 


Hockey 


England's disappointing form 
continued in the Women's 
World Junior Cup in Seoul yes- 
jrday when they were beaten 
4 6-3 by Korea in a crossovcjjpme 
and as a result will play China 
this morning for the 7-Sth place. 
China beat South Africa 4-1 in 
a penalty shoot out after draw- 
ing 1-1 at the end of extra lime. 

In yesterday’s semi-finals, 
Australia needed a golden goal 
in extra time to beat Argenti- 
na, the defending champions, 
2-1. while the Dutch went 
through to tomorrow’s final 
with a 3-1 win agairst Germany. 

England never recovered 
from a fourth-minute goal by 
Korea's Hyaug Mi Lee and a 
second from Min Hu Kim just 
on the interval. On the re- 
sumption, the hosts drove for- 
ward to create a 4-0 lead just 10 
minutes into the half, with Kim 
claiming her second and Hyun 
Jung Woo the fourth. 

After England had pulled 
two goals back through Rachel 
I Walker and Louisa Turney mid- 
j way through the second half, 
[ Kim completed her hat-trick. 
, ' Lucilla Wright claimed Eng- 
S land's third before Seong Eun 
Kim completed the scoring for 

i Korea. . . . . 

Although England had 
played with great commitmenL 
they had no answer to the fast, 
fluid Korean strikers. 


jTO D AY S FIXTURES 


TBALL LEAGUE 
*■ City (7.45)— 


boroq0i (7-45) ——— . 
U Sohhutl Borouffi v Bur 
ames Town v Bromley. 
XJNTYL£AOUE First Di- 
HoreharflYMCA. 

ORAL LEAGUE OF 1RE- 
ston: Bohemians vShan- 


Rngby League 


Badm i n ton 

the defending «xM champion, China's 
Dang Jong vras knocked out r the ttvd 
round of the US Open Championships 
yesterday at the Orange County Bad- 
minton Club. The world No 2 and the 
tournament's top seed was beaten by 
the No 16 seed. Alan Budi Kusuma of 
Indonesia, 15-13, 18-13. 

US OPEN GRAM) PRK (Orange. Caflf, se- 
lected): Man's doubles, second rami; M 
Armiwfcaya (SveaJ « S Wja (SCO! LI -4 II- 
2: K Morgan <Wa(l brCRejd (Can) 11-0 11- 
0. Women' s doubtes , ftst rouafc Kim Dong 
Moon ana Ha Tae feon (S Wort K R Hogg 
and K Middemsa (Scoj 15-3 IS- 7; S Archer 
and C Hunt I Eng) tx M Bent, and B Moody 
(Cant 15-3 15-7. Women's doubtes, first 
round: J CWAs and N Beck (Eng) bt S Tsu aid 
J Tan iUSI 15-4 15-1 m Arwnevstaya and 
C Season (Swt M J wngfa and L Cote (Ehg 
1S6 15-12; S Wan and E Middlentts (Sco) 
tx J L3M3M and B Lacante (Can) 15-4 15-2. 
Mbead doubles, second round: C Hunt and 
D feUcigg (Eng) M M Edstram and A Edstrom 
(US) 15-4 15-4: 1 Sydte and D Julen (Canj 
« R Hogg and S Watt (Scoi by default; Kim 
Done Moon and Ra Wrung Min (S tort tx N 
Robertson and J Wright (Eng) 15-12 15-5; 
Owi Gang and TangYonffibuKM txJ Rcbert 
son and LOola (Eng) 15-13 15-2: S Archer 
and J Oavtes (Eng) tx Ha Tae Wmr and Chung 
iae Hee ($ tort 12-15 156 15-8. 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE.- Boston 5 New Yorfc Yan- 
kees 2: Chlcaga Whrte Sox 3 MfMautoe 1; 
OaMand 3 Toronro 2; Seattle 10 Detrat 0. 
National League; Colorado 9 Houston 7; San 
Franc*soo 7 St Louis 6 urr JO avwgsLChca 
go Cubs 3 Qncmntt U Montreal 5 PittEtwrgi 
4: New York Mets 10 PWadetortia 2: Arknta 
7 Los Angeles 0: San Oejyi 4 Hortttt 3. 

Cycling 

Jean me Longa, the 39 ysar-okl French 
champion, is to retire at the end of the 
season after next month's road race 
championships In San Sebastian, lon- 
gs holds the women's hour record of 
48.159km set last October m Mexico. 
She also won the road race Olympic ti- 
tle in Atlanta last summer and has 
amassed 11 world titles, as wed as three 
victories In the women's Tour de France. 

Equestrianism 

EUROPEAN OPEN THREE-DAY EVENT 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (BwgNey dun 

Hone Wats, Una): Positions (after first 
day of dressage): ladrrtdual: 1 Cyra IP 
Pantsu. finj 42.0 penalties: 2 Dantte (A 
Nicholson. NZ) 46.8; 3 SW» Appeal (M King, 
GB) 47.2: 4 ArahS (■ Startt, GB) 47.8; 5 OUs 
« vtxi FMeMiseJ. Bet) 49 .2: 6 Out an) About 
(K IMUion. US) 49.8; 7 Squirrel HID (S OorK, 
NZ) 51.0: 8 Bras and Pieces (P Funnel). GB) 
5L2; 9 Olympic Dingo lA SmeuWere, Noth) 
51.4; 10 Ftosertdael (F de RomMay, W 52A 
TMMKiGHX&’On 95.0:2 Alow Zeeland 
975: 3 Netherlands 104.2: 4France 104.4: 
6 USA 107,8; B Germany 113-2: 7 Sweden 
113 S; 8 Carols 114.2; 9= Ireland. Aistraba 
139.6. 

Football 

SCOTTISH COCA-COLA CUP Semi- final 
Rk Dunfermtme v Celtic: Abeideen v 
Dundee Uid (Ties rote played 14 an! 150c- 


1 ions v Satfwd (750) 

Rugby Union 

HFn®ffiw CUP foot fc Ilanster v Leicestw 
• la3Q) (fffPon nyW*- ftibfci). _ 
EUROPEAN CONFBEW* 1 tort fc to. vl ton- 
I dan dish (7.01. 


rated 

6 Bene Vue V pome; Peteitw- 
try (7.45). 

DUB Arena Esse* u ls*a of wtfx. 

ai v RaxWg: Ortanl * Newuatt: 

Kh (9.0). 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCBC UK Angeles 
Goiary 2 Crtrado Rapids 0. 

WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULTS: World Cup 

European Grom On; Bosrw 1 S*o«ria 0; 
Demtprfc 3 Croatia 1. awgslro: Engand 4 
MoMOva 0. Grot* Hwee Hurray 3 Aie«tja|an 
1; Norway 5 Switzerland 0. Group ffcw: Swe- 
den 1 Lawn 0. Group Sic StovaHa 1 'rti- 
Sreiowa L Group Seven: San Manna O Tixley 
5. Group Eight Lithuania 1 RepubK Ire- 
laid 2. Group Nine: Germany 4 Armena 0. 
European Under-21 CbaraplonsHp Grom 
One Beane 1 Slovenia 2. NabomrWeFoot- 
bal League Third Division; Rotfierham 03 
Lincoln Cttv 0 1. GM Yauxfial Oanference: 
3ou0> l Wefcng 2. ScottBh Coca-Cola Cup, 
Quartor-fiMt Ceftie 1 Motherwell Cr. Sorters 
AftvonO Aberdeen 2 FACsrWiergVas e*W 


cjuaGtjrtng round: temsboctom 4 Chaddeiton 
5: St Helens 3 Oss«t Town 1; SopenMI 3 
Gorul AthleOc 2; Ipswich Wanderers 3 Urw- 
estoft 0: Brandon 0 Benrth Z Mie Oak 1 lac- 
ing 2. Ids Lane* Ouanfian fesuronoe Cop 
first round: Ooydon 3 Metropolitan ftjfce U 
Leyton Pennant 2 Udandge 2 feet): Motesey 

0 Hampton 4. UniBond Lcegae Pramier »- 
vision: Oshop Auckland 1 Gusdey l; Wlns- 
fond 0 Marine 0 (abandoned after 21mln - 
power Mkrre)- Dr Martens LoagueSoutbenj 
OMskm: Fareham 3 Newport AFC 1. Anott 
Insurance Northern League Cup First 
round: Gusborougi 3 Seaton Red Star 4; 
Witngton 1 Durban Cny 1 oec Durham next 
3-2 on penaftresj. Jewson Wessex League: 
Aerogiuctures 2 Bemerton Heath 3; Dcwm- 
ton 0 Andowr 4. Whsonlesd Kent Lea0JK 
Sheppoy 2 Chatham LUng eLSnann xCowv 
ty Leaeie John (THn league Cira> sec- 
ond rouxt Lmtehsmptan 4 Southwck 1. 
Northern CaonOes East league Op First 
ment WMencn 2 Louth 0. ness end Joipv 
rnlMtfdandteagUKPnalpaMcbRxrasMo- 
ctaracs v FrasaitxS^i. SrohnofT Irish Ua0M 
Premier DMskXK Colerane 5 CMtowlle l: 
crusaders 4 Ards 0; Gtenavon 1 BaAymena 2. 
Ulster cup Drat round: BaOydare 4 Lame 0: 
CamckONowry 2: DtsMeryl Bangor G: Durv 
gmon Sudts 4 Unraedy L leetfu oTNMes 
Aberyawytft 1 Ebbw Wale U Carmarthen 
Town 3 Barry Town 5; Porthmadog 3 Conwy 
Ot Wiayader Town 2 Caersws 4; Cbnrah's Quay 
2 VWfchpool 1_ Pondns league Premlor IX- 
idslorK Uverpod l BK»w0iam 1: Manchesar 
U«J 4 Sheffield Wed Ot Tranmere 0 Ashrn Vfc 
3;RestonOSacktun4.FhatDMsiocBBown 

1 Gnmsby ft Huddersfield 1 Coventry 2; ad- 
ham 0 Manchester Oty 2; West Bromwich 0 
Leicester 3. Second DMMon: YW* 1 Burnley 
3; carte* 2 Blackpool -(; ShXkpot 1 GhrtMS- 
buy 0; wmrfiam 5 Bra«*rd C*y 2. Third Dl- 
vblon: DoneslEr 0 Bury 3: HMi Cny 2 W&n 
4: Scumhoroe l crwtBr2: Vftfcan lChestw- 
held 0. Avon h m t rowc e Combi na tion Rrst 
DMsion: (Word lltd 0 Wimbledon 0 (at VW- 
neyi: Swndan 0 Chartton Athletic 1; Totierv 
ham 3 Luton 0. Dutch League: Utrecht l 
Twente Enschede 1: Sparta Rotterdam 1 For- 
lima Sitraitf U Vitesse Arnhem 3 WDem II 
Tftuig 1; PSV Eindhoven 0 De Graafacftap 
DoannchemO. 

Golf 

Larry Gilbert, the winner of this year's 
Senior Players Championship and two 
other titles in his Senior PGA lour ca- 
reer. has lung cancer and will be out 
of action indeflnltefy. Gilbert, 54 is the 
third player on the Senior tour (fla^vsed 
with cancer the year. 
lANCdMETROPHY TOURNAMENT (St Norn 
la BratAche. Ffl Imacflng flrst-ramd scores 
(GB laden stated): «5 P CTMaley (Ausl. S 
BaOesteios (Sp); 66 DHowaS, S Grappesom 
(hi; 67 M Joraon (Sivei, T Johnstone 0m). 
J Cocem (Arg). P AKecK G Norman lAus): 
68 P Lewrte. ( W uug ian. D Chopra iSvei. A 
Hunter, L Westwood. E Romero (Arg), w n- 
ley (Aue): GB S Feld, D&tord. P Mnctefl. D 
Smyth (M). G Evans. R Aissea. PR«e. GTum- 
er (NZ). R daydon, M Olfcara (US). F Tar- 
itaud (Frt. R Rattenv. J lumas. S Ames rinn). 
WOMEfCS HOME AMATEUR RTFERNA- 
T10NA1G (LaMwch. M) Second day feu t- 
aatneKScoaand2WMHl(Sn>namesAs0: 
A Rose H Monacan beat L Devis R Mtvgjn 
5 and 4; L NxXioison V laing lost (a E EMgnm 

V Thames 4 ana 3: E Farourtarson-Bieck A 
Lamg tx R Brewerton N Evans 7 end 5 Ire- 
land 1 Bagland 2 (Erg names first): S Fe- 
na^n H Kavsne^i (obi d E RautRe K Roaron 

2 holes; E Demean F R Power bt F Brown K 
Stuppies 3 and 2: A Coffey M McGreevy kw 
10 R Hudson K Smith 3 and 2. 

MEN'S AMATEUR HOME INTERNATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP: (Burnham and Beraw. 
S om er se t ) : Fomoweg England 3S Soot- 
land m (Eng names ftaj: A warnrlgn and 
R Duck lest U S MeKenae and D Patrick 5 
and 4; G WoBtenlxJme and J Rose « a low- 
son and S Home 3 and 2: M Reynard and L 
Donald bi A Former and A Turnbull 4 and 3: 
C Ethans and S Bdipsen rufced wih G ftortei 
and C Watson; M Btackey and P Rowe tx G 
Fat and L tody urn hole. Ireland 3 Wales 
2 riri names ftsft- J Rana&n and N Fb* last 
to D Ruh and J Donebfaon 3 and 2: K Kear- 
neyandJMarrtsbtMPdWngonandlCamp- 
bei 2 and 1; G McGmpsey and B Omelia « 

Y Taylor and N Edwatts 6 and 5; E Fowr and 
a McComuc* last to R Pnce and D Hams 2 
holes; A Marow and D Duire w M Sniwfi and 
C Rees 3 and 2. 

Hockey 

WOMEN'S WORLD JUNIOR CUP (Seoul): 
5tt-8th places: En0and 3 Korea 6: China 
1 South Afnea l rSouthAfttoi won 4-1 aps). 
Sepd-IME Germany lNemeiterels 3; Aus- 
tralia 2 Argamna 1 (aeti. 


sport 



Steve Young climbs out of a tfitch by the fifth green after a fruitless attempt by several spectators to find his ball 
during pre-qualifying for the PGA four at the East Sussex dub yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


Seve up to his old tricks 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 

reports from St-Nom-la-Bretfiche 

Once, the Lancome Trophy was 
a highly exclusive event in keep- 
ing with the chic surroundings 
near Versailles. The elite of the 
golfing world entertained the 
finest of Parisians, always ex- 
cepting when they are detained 
by lunch. Tunes change. 

The clubhouse restaurant is 
still of the highest quality, but the 
field, which numbered only eight 
for many years, has been ex- 
panded from 66 to 132 in the last 
three seasons. They have even 
let in someone ranked 173rd on 
the European money list and 
293rd on the world rankings. 

Seve Ballesteros is an ex- 


ception, however, and the Ry- 
der Cup captain’s 6S in the first 
round here was better than 
anything the seven members of 
his t«im who are competing 
could manage . Two of them, his 
playing partners, Jesper 
Parnevik and Darren Clarke, 
both shot 73. Mark O’Meara, 
the visiting American player, 
only scored a 69, and Greg Nor- 
man, the world No 1, a 67. 
Ballesteros led on six under with 
the Australian Peter O’Malley. 

QueQe surprise. In 35 previous 
rounds of golf this year, Balles- 
teros had bettered 70 only 
twice, with two 69s. He was 97 
over par and has only made two 
cuts, his rotten form building a 
permanent black cloud that 
has threatened to engulf him, 
his captaincy and even Eu- 


rope's chances at Vhlderrama. 

But, the team finally settled, 
Ballesteros’ mood has improved 
dramatically. U I said to my cad- 
die before the start that 1 would 
have a good round,” Seve said. 
U I felt happy, relaxed, com- 
fortable.” 

Ballesteros was back to his 
old tricks. Four of his seven 
birdies came in his last four 
holes, the longest from 15 feel 
at the sixth. That hardly tells the 
story of his four at that par five. 
The Spaniard, as all too often 
recently, drove into the trees, 
but then, as of old, produced a 
miraculous recovery. 

He had 185 yards to the 
green, but only the smallest win- 
dow of opportunity. Unable to 
swing a club properly standing 
up, Seve sank to his knees and 


hit a four-wood through the tiny 
gap in the branches. The ball 
never rose more than 10 feet 
above the ground and finished 
just short of the green. “It felt 
like the old days^ he said. 

Only one three-putt, at the 
fifth, spoilt his card. On the 
whole his driving was much 
improved, his tempo particularly 
good. “That is my best golf for 
three or four years.” said Balles- 
teros, who has not won for 
over two years. “I have been 
through a very lough time. 

“Can I win? Why not? If I 
play three more rounds how I 
played today, I have a great 
chance.” He laughed off sug- 
gestions of a last minute wild 
card for Valdcrrama, but the 
Spaniard in miracle-mode will 
be an asset, even off the course. 


Britain 
lifted by 
King and 
Stark 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Bui^hley 


The British team held a slender 
lead over New Zealand at the 
end of yesterday's first day 
dressage at the Pedigree Chum- 
sponsored European Open 
Three-Day Event Champion- 
ships, in which Mary King and 
Ian Stark arc now lying third 
and fourth individually- ^ 

King is 5.2pts behind the 20- 
year-old Finnish leader. Piin 
Pantsu. on her wonderful little 
RjlLsh-bred mare. Cyna. Panisu 
rode Cvna to finish fifih in 
both the 1994 World Equestri- 
an Games and the 1 U95 Eun*- 
pean Open Championships, so 
she is not going to relinquish the 
lead lightly. 

Andrew" Nicholson, of New 
Zealand, is lying second on 
Dawdle, closely followed by 
King with Star Appeal, who 
were the winning combination 
here last year, "and Stark on 
Arakai. King says Star Appeal 
“tends to hide within himself” . 
but yesterday the 12 -year-old 
gelding displayed a lightness of 
movement which evidently 
pleased the judges. 

Stark's New Zealand-bred 
mount Arakai (by Ring the 
Bell who also sired this year's 
Grand National winner. Lord 
Gyllene) was much calmer than 
he was at Badminton when col- 
lecting 66 dressage penalties to 
finish the first phase back in 5flth 
place. *Tve had him for a year 
now and he’s beginning to trust 
me. he’s getting more confident 
and secure,” Stark said of the 
nine-year-old, who has shown 
outstanding talent when jump- 
ing cross-country courses. 

The riders have been sur- 
prised by the severity of the 30 
cross-country fences which they 
will tackle lumorrow. “I was nib- 
bing my bands with glee, because 
a big course should suit the 
British.” King said. She will be 
the fifth rider, and the first of the 
British team, to set out. 

Britain's two remaining team 
members. Christopher Bartlc on 
Word Perfect II and William 
Fux-Pill on Cosmopolitan II. 
will be riding their dressage lesis 
today. If these two horses are 
on their best behaviour, Britain 
should still be in the lead at the 
end of the day. 


Ice hockey 

BENSON & HEDGES CUP Gtoud A: Ayr Scot- 
Osh Eages 5 Manchester Storm 3 ; Newcas- 
tle Cobras 5 Sheffield Steders 3. Group B: 
Bracfcnel Seas 5 Baslr^sAe Bison 2; Pa- 
fciborouffi FWtes 3 CarttfT Dev*s ll: Stautfi 
Jes 2 Nowngfiam Panthers 9. 

Motor rachig 

Rally drivers are to be drug-tested far 
the First time at next month's Australian 
round of the world championship. The 
British driver Alister McRae, who will be 
competing along with his brother Col- 
in, supports the move to bring rallying 
into line with other sports. 

Sano 

AU1UNM GRAFOTOUntAAENr (lofcyo) HRh 

day (of 15): AMnoshu «xi 3. tost 2) IX Chy- 
tXHttal Q-2); ntdacftdoM (3-2) bt Asanme- 
fca (2-3); tororuWg (4-1) bt Kusmmaurr* 
(2-3K Uancurt C-3) bt Ntoart* (1-4); Taao 
(3-2) bt Hipraum C3-2J: Tocttnowana (4-1) 
bCAsahfcutafca (2-31: ShWsHma (2-3) brto- 
uyu (2-3); Hamancalwna (2-3) « toronow- 
Ha (2-3); Wekarxto (3-2) bt Mtocumi (2-3); 
tototnazuna (3-2) bi AsanoGto 12-3); AM- 
nosh ma (3-2) fit Taratesup (2-3); tato (3-21 
MDe(ima(3-2);Toohrazuma (3-2) btAogya- 
ma (1-4): Takatorlu (2 3) fit Muastwiani 
14-1); Wsfcanohana (50) bt Kyofcushuzan 
(1-4); Tatenonamt 0-2) bt Ganyu lO- 5): Ah* 
oono (4-1) bt Tossnourr* (3-2); Takanotarra 
(4-1) bt TocMnonada (3-2). 

Swimming 

Uu Ben and Jlng Zhang gave China a 
sweep of the gold medals tn the 1 me- 
tre spnngjoard competition yesterday; 
the opening day of the RNA DMng Wald 
Cup In Mexico Ctty. Uu, a stiver medal- 
ist In the event at the last Wortd Cup 
in 1935, toofc first ptace In the man's 
division with 391.20 poms to beat the 
American Troy Dumais, who finished with 
385.77. YlUn Zhou of China took the 
bronze with 385.62. Jing won the 
women's event with 231.55 pants and 
was followed by countrywoman Tan 
Shuptofc the 1996 Ofymptegild medal- 
Gt with 267.45. Dorte Lindner of Ger- 
many tot* the bronze with 265.98. 

Tennis 

Pat Rafter, the new US Open champ- 
ion. Writ represent Australia in the Hop- 
man Cup mixed teams tournament in 
Perth, Australia, which runs from 4-10 
January 1998. Rafter, 24, will team up 
with the teenager, Annabel Blwood. 
SAMSUNG OPBt MBTS CLAY-COURT TOUH- 
NAMENT (Boinmioutm Second round: L 
Arnold (Arg) bt J ran Hen* (Bbq 6-1 7-5; G 
fesdedw (GB) bt R Romberg lAus) 7-6 7-6. 
MARBEUA OPEN MEN'S TOURNAMENT 
(Spain) 5*1008, Mcuarf ran* A Gaudra 
HU (X G Raoin (FH 64 6-2; A Boasauax (Sp) 
K T Nyrart Owe) 4-6 7 b 6-1. 

ATP TOUR PRESDENTS CUP (TraMunt 
IHMQ Slnglesv oocond round: Y KefeHtaw 
(Rua) WN Wglgiaen fisr? 6-1 6-4: A SttKarw 
(Rus) tn O Owrodov (Uzbek) 3-6 6-3 6-3; M 
Rassec (Smu bt V Samopadre fit) 6-3 6-7 
6-2: H Area (Mori K S toubte (AuO 36 
6-3 76. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


7,000 


The match fee in marks 
(£2,500) that the former 
striker Ifori-Heinz Rumme- 
nigge, now the vice-president 
of Bayern Munich, says is not 
enough for Germany's in- 
ternational fboibaJtefs. They 
should be paid 50,000 
marks [£18,000]," he said. 


All Beef. No Bull. 





Nothing in this world is free. At Gateway 2000 
we’ve never been afraid to show you our prices - or 
our configurations. We're proud of the components that 
make up our value-packed systems. Our philosophy, 
since day one, has been to give our customers the right 
combination of price, quality, service and technology 
for the best value in the computer industry. 

Take a dose look. Our G5-166M SE comes loaded with 
top-notch features to make it an excellent multimedia 
system. And the included high-quality Epson Stylus 300 
Colour printer for only £999 (excluding VAT and 
delivery) takes it to the level - a spectacular all-in-one 
system. Or we’U custom configure a system for you - 
no problem. Our desktop systems come with a 30-day 
money-back guarantee (shipping costs not refundable) 


05- 16 6 M SE 


■ Imei ItoMHz ftttmnH* ftneessor with MMX" technology 

■ IfiMB SDRAM, (expandable to 256MB i 

■ 512£ Pipeline Bun) Cache 

■ 3-5" L44MB Fkqjpy Disk Drive 

■ Ifitsuan 12X.flnB/l6Xmai 120n& CD-ROM Drive 

■ Quantum"' L6GB IOds Ultra ADA Hard Drive 

■ £BH»q*Tfev«aMeS«Mdf% 

■ AltEc*Laosu)fACS417W Speakers 

■ ATIRAGEllF30QnpfesAcceleTSlorw/2MBSGRAM 

■ Epson* Stytes30fr 720 dp CirfoorPriBKf 

■ US Robotics Sportster Wamxdem® with x2" Tectmology t56Kb(x*) 

■ 15" CrystaBcoj” 700-92 028dp Monitor' 

■ AIX Desktop Case 

■ Microsoft* Windows 95 105 Keyboard 

■ MS” Windows 95. MS InteiliMoase ra 

■ MSWxks 

■ Gateway Starter Pack Software Bcndk 

■ 3 Year Linriled Warranty 

£999 (£1231.40 inc. VAT & delivery) 


plus freephone technical support for 3S long as you 
own your PC. 

And it’s from a name you can trust - Gateway 2000. 


Drop by the Gateway 2000 Showroom and test our 
wide range of PCs tor yourself! 

10 Bedford Street • Coven! Garden • London WC2E 9H£ 


With 11 years of direct marketing of PCs under our 
belts we really know what it takes to satisfy customers. 
Don't leave your PC buying to just anyone - call 
Gateway 2000 today! 


Showroom Hours of Business: 
1230pm - 630 pm Mondays 
930 am - 630 pm Tuesday - Friday 
Closed Saturday 6th September 
Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays 



Gatew-wiooo 


Tw've gpf a friend in riit busideii. "* 

0800 39 2000 

http://www.gateway2000.co.uk - 


Gainraj 2SW ■ Goasfough industrial Estile • Dubfia 17 • Ireland 
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Rising through the ranks 

Greg Rusedski is on course for a 
place in the world’s top ten, page 27 


sport 


FRIDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 1997 * THE ^ DEPENDE!|fr 


Scotland the brave 

Without playing, Craig Brown's side have 
edged closer to the World Cup finals, page 26 



Roman redemption is beckoning for Gascoigne 


GLENN MOORE 


Football Correspondent 


win over Moldova at Wembley 
on Wednesday. He is too de- 


mm 


He never produced 
his best in the Eter- 
nal City but the Ro- 
mans loved him 
nevertheless. Now 


votional to make a direct appeal 
dearly 


Paul Gascoigne, having left the 
Italian capital unfulfilled, has 
the chance to return and tri- 
umph. 

But only if he, and his Eng- 
land team-males, remain injury- 
free. “Give me my experienced 
players." said Glenn Hoddle in 
the aftermath of England's 4-0 


to fate but fortune wSi clearly 
have a part to play in Rome on 
11 October. Already Alan 
Shearer has been ruled out 
through injury and Italy's 
Roberto Di Matteo through 
suspension. Teddy Sheringham 
and Ibny Adams are on the way 
hack but have still to prove their 
fitness. 

It could hinge, however, on 
Gascoigne, who rolled back 
the years with a virtuoso display 
on Wednesday. At Limes it is 
hard to remember that he is 


only 30, so long has he filled the 
bade and front pages. 

“I didn’t expect him to run 

f ames in the summer [Le 
burnoi] but 1 saw signs in the 
summer of him coming back to 
his best,” Hoddle said “He 
showed against Moldova that be 
still baa that ability, it is now a 
case of staying injury-free. Pre- 
vention is the key, he has to re- 
alise that at 30 be cannot go out 
drinking and has to have the 
right diet. 

“He is maturing. Alan Smith 


[England's physiotherapist] has 
been with the squad mi 


much 

longer than me and he says be 


has never seen Paul as quiet as 
this week. He’s been really fo- 
cussed." 

Most people have beard this 
before, more than once, but 
Hoddle appears to believe that 
Gascoigne the person is final- 
ly controlling Gazza the per- 
sonality. If this is true, he 
deserves credit for persevering 
with him. - 

“That may be so," he 
replied, but it applies to all the 
staff and to him. He has to do 
U himself. At times I have bad 
to come down hard on him for 
things be has done in training 
or matches and he has always 


responded. He is misunder- 
stood. at heart he is a smash- 
ing lad. 

“He knew what the headlines 
would be if he did not perform 
tonight: “Gazza’s blown bis last 
chance"; “Gazza can’t play in 
Rome”. He responded magnif- 
icently. You can say it was only 
Moldova but if it was that easy 
they would all have been doing 
the things he (Hd." 

Noi that it was his last 
chance. Hoddle, drawing on 
his own bitter experience, has 
consistently idd Gascoigne he 
is prepared to wait for his form 
to return as long as his behav- 


iour meets the England coach’s 
standards. 

“I know how he feels. I was 
always being told it was my last 
chance and I needed the man- 
ager [Ron Greenwood and 
Bobby Robson] to take the 
pressure off me. He never did. 
I've learned from that how to 
treat PauL" 

Not that Hoddle’s praise was 
iiHcrinring “He was magnificent 
with the ball but he wiflneed to 


Hoddle will also have been lift- 
ed by the sharpness in front of 
goal of Ian Wngbt and Paul Sc- 
holes. The latter was one of Eve 

Manchester United youngsters 
involved in the game, which 
gives the Champions’ Lear*'* 
match with Juventus on 1 # 
tober added spice. 


“It will be more good expe- 
rience for them," Hoddle 


do more defensively against 
rid B® 


taddle said. 
“Last year they may have lost 
both games but I thought Unit- 


better teams, David Batty did 
well for him in this game.” 

In the absence of Shearer, and 
the possible lass of Sheringham, 


ed improved all the time. They 
Id easily 


could easily have won with 
their second half performance 
at Old ‘Drafford.” 

And so to Rome. England, 


barring further injury, are like- 
ly to play the following XI: Sea- 
man: G Neville, Adams. 
Campbell: Beckham, Gas- 
coigne, Batty, Ince. Le Saux: 
Sheringham or Schotes, Wright. 

It is a good mixture of youth and 
experience, of skill and steel 
with four regular goalscorersi 
Hoddle s England have a per- 
fect away record, wijmhq* in 
Moldova, Geurgia. Poland and 
France. A foU house in die Sta- 
dio Olimpico is a dauntingjk. 
prospect but, as Hoddle added^ 
“SO.OOO fans can be a bonus but 
if you don’t get anything early 
on It can work against you." ' 




calms 


Kent’s 


nerves 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Heading)^ 
Yarkshire 312 
Kent 374 


A rum old tussle is developing 
here with Kent and Yorkshire, 
two of the Championship's top 
three teams scraping for posi- 
tion in next week's endgame. 
With second-placed Glamorgan 
likely to take a foU complement 
of points from their match with 
Essex, no quarter will be asked 
or given over the next two days, 
though Yorkshire will have to 
compete without their effer- 
vescent fast bowler Darren 
Gough, who tore a hamstring. 

That said Kent, who have not 
won a Championship match 
here since Ihc war, have prob- 
ably edged ahead in spite of a 
wholehearted career besi by 
Chris Silverwood who took 
7 for 93. With Gough's prema- 
ture departure, it was just re- 
ward for some marvellous fasl 
bowling ihai combined both 
aggression and swing. 

Striking with the three key 
wickets of Alan Wells, Mark Eaf- 
ham and Graham Cowdrey, ei- 
ther side of lunch. Silverwood 
gave Yorkshire real hope of 
taking a substantial first-innings 
lead. Once more though, Kent 
with their unyielding lower or- 
der again scoring the important 
runs, managed to finish the dav 


62 runs ahead, their inspirational 
captain Steve Marsh the penul- 
timate man out for a stoic 84. 

Maish is having quite a season. 
He has never been a mug with the 
baL but the 821 first-dass runs be 
has so for scored this season sure- 
ly make him the finest No9 in the 
land. He is also one of the 
bravest, and despite a painful 
blow to his right thumb when 
Craig White thudded a bouncer 
home, he continued, uncom- 
plaining, as a series of trademark 
stiff-legged dips and pick-ups, 
found the fence at square leg. 

Many sides, who have got rid 
of Ken^s early order have come 
unstuck against the tail. It hap- 

E ened again yesterday, when 
a ring reduced the visitors to 
202 for 7, Yorkshire allowed 
them to reach 3 74, eventually 
bowling the last man Alan Ig~ 
glesden out, moments before 
bad light and rain lopped 14 


overs off the day’s play. 

There were half centuries 


too for Trevor Ward and 
Matthew Fleming and a handy 
contribution of 40 from the 
night-watchman Dean Headley. 
Few players hit the ball as hard 
as Whrd, who having dealt al- 
most exclusively in boundaries 
- 48 of his 56 runs coming in 
fours - was bowled leg-stump as 
he attempted another. 

Fleming too, gives the ball a 
mighty thump. Coming to the 
crease during Silverwood’s 
triple strike either side of the 
lunch gong, the all-rounder was 



Rain delays 
Glamorgan’s 
title charge 


DAVID LLEWEUYN 


reports from Cardiff 
Glamorgan 361 
Essex 169 & 59-1 


the mere mortals who make up 
the bulk of the Essex battingrw- 
der to attempt to emulate hf*;. 

lamVh ctwvlrpnlnu , . - 


lavish strokeplay. 
e Quecnsla 


It would be cruel, but not sur- 
prising given the climatological 
vagaries this summer, if the 
weather were to dictate the 
course of the County Champi- 
onship. Bad light and rain in- 
tervened at a critical point in 
Glamorgan's campaign yester- 
day, bringing a premature dose 
to what had been a fascinating 
day's play, and the forecast for 
today is pretty grim as well. 

There is no telling what dam- 
age Glamorgan could have in- 
flicted on Essex second time 
around had 27 overs not been 
lost in the last session. The 
Wfelsh county certainly called the 
tune in the first innings- Steve 
’W&tkin, their Sorcerer of Seam, 
and W^arYcumis, their Ring of 
Swing, bad Essex’s batsmen 
reeling, rodring and rolling over 
some 192 runs adrift 

Stage Two of Glamorgan's 
Blueprint for County Champi- 
onship success occupied a paltry 
43 overs; and with maximum 
bonus points in the bag they 
promptly tightened their gqp on 


The Queensland batsman 
eschewed singles in the main (he 
sooted just two in his 63-ball in- 
nings), opting rather to flirt with 
danger as he hammered 14 
boundaries and an armful of 
twos and threes. 

While he was there it was 
entertainment of the highest 
quality, bordering at times on 
the majestic. Spectators could 
have been forgiven for thinking 


that he was playing in a one-day 
hwastnevu 


Yorkshire's Craig White bowls Trevor Ward of Kent at Headlngley yesterday 


Photograph: Empics 


the dominant partner as 83 
runs were made for the eighth 
wicket with Marsh. Once again 
it needed Silverwood to end yet 
another important cameo. 

With Gough leaving the field 
in mid-afternoon and Paul 
Hutchison unable to find any 
swing, Silverwood was left to 
plough a lonely furrow. Running 


down the hill at the Kirkstall 
Lane end, he bowled 233 overs. 

On the evidence of yesterday, 
be has made considerable strides 
since his forays for England in 
Zimbabwe last winter. On a 
slow pitch several Kent batsmen 
attested to his short bail, saying 
it was the quickest tiling many 
of them had faced all season. 


It could have been a tricky 
day for Kent, who now both 
look and play like a team, a state 
of affairs m stark contrast to the 
side who finished bottom two 
yeans ago. If they do go on to 
win the Chanmianship it would 
be a triumph for such a whole- 
hearted organism, and mud in 
the eye for the more flamboy- 


ant but under-achieving dubs 
around. 

In a two divisional Champi- 
onship they would not have been 
able to go so readily from top to 
bottom. Something that counties 
would do weD to remember next 
Monday, when they vote on the 
matter at Lord's. 

More reports, scoreboard, page 26 


jbinson, smartly taken by 
Matthew Maynard at short mid- 
wicket when Essex had two on 
theboard in their second inning. 

But although there were 
more alarms there were no fur- 
ther incursions, Paul Prichard 
and Nasser Hussain hung on to 
haul Essex to within 133 runs of 
making Glamorgan bat again 
and in so doing displayed a far 
more prudent approach to run 
gathering than had been the 
case earver jn the day. 

Although be was the top 
scorer in the first innings, Stuart 
Law’s almost cavalier attitude 
may possibly have encouraged 


match, such was the rigour and 
flamboyance with which he 
compiled his 85 runs. But the ef- 
fort was not unblemished^ There 
were four opportunities to re- 
move him, ranging from half- 
chances to near tilings- The 
pitch was deceptive. Lcrw anAi' 
slow and more difficult to scoiw 
on than Law made it appear, but 
even he tripped up on occasion. 

The most clear-cut of all was 
when, on 20, he drove Yfetkin 
hard, but tantalisingiy short, to 
'Rfeqar at mid-off, the Pakistani 
fast bowler sprawled forward 
but could not quite take the ball 
on the full; the hard return catdt 
to Watkin was much later and 
less significant, coming two de- 
liveries before his eventual dis- 
missal, which gave Watkin his 
50th wicket of the summer. In 
between, there were a couple of 
careless shots, fortunately into 
space. Others were not so lucky. 

■ Waqar and Watkin finished 
with three wickets apiece, but 
had proved something of a 
troublesome twosome for Essex 
all day. The morning had seen 
them hanging around long 
enough to help Darren Thomas 
set Glamorgan up for a fourth 
batting point. 

Danny Law mopping up the 
tad to finish with his best Chain- 
figures for Essex of^. 


for 69. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


Nit. JM02 Kridut L2 September 


BJ-PW 


Thursday's sold lion 
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ACROSS 

7 One who helps to govern 
lown and realm, possibly 
IS) 

9 Tii keep out of view is 
common after deception 
13.3} 

10 Lights nut working almost 
entirely (5) 

1 1 Storm about wanton orgy 
(an unpleasant sight! (S) 

12 Try vainly to sell an animal 
I hat's giine''.' (4.1.4.51 

15 Shaking with some secret 
remorse (61 

lb More than one team los- 
ing heart cheers a period 
ot resuol 

18 It's got a sprint running 
with a bit of loudness! (8, 

b) 

2U Annoying person with not 
long to live? (S) 


22 Rowing crew shows 
strength, though losing 
first member p) 

24 Community invested in 


6 Dpg caught by Oliver (6) 
of illness and decay 


source of monev that's 


P roductive (6) 
met 


rmbracing wanton 
ladies (an implausible be- 
lief) (8) 

DOWN 

1 Able to play at night till 
food is dished up "(81 

2 Slangily brilliant about 
acting - poor at audition 
(4) 

3 What has me swallowing 
drink, upset? A mvsierv 
( 6 ) 

4 Obscure words on dust- 
jacket cut short (4) 


5 Plot to get an easv situa- 
tion (3."2, 51 


S Most 

restricting one that's hap- 
less (9) 

25 One outburst of horseplay 
turns up among various 
rogues fond of company 

14 No real shock in extract 
from musical? (9) 

17 Abandoning position? A 
Petty Officer has to re- 
main round prow of ship 
IS) 

18 Information brought up 
about man's countiy in 
Scandinavia... (6) 

19 ... no way one's cold in 
Scandinavia (6) 

21 Cover skin (4] 

23 Fielder drops fifth, the 
sap (4) 


England summon massed ranks 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


No fewer than 77 players, near- 
ly the entire English-qualified 
population of the Allied Dun- 
bar Premiership, were yesterday 


summoned by the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union to next Wednesday’s 


national squad get-together at 
Abbey. 


Bisham Abbey. Don Ruther- 
ford. the RFU rugby director 
who compiled the list m the glar- 
ing absence of a coaching pan- 
el, would have saved himself an 
awful tot of time had he simply 
named those not required. 

Bisham is a huge, rambling 
complex and Rutherford dear- 
ly believes the England elite 
should expand to fill the space 
available. Five full-backs, eight 
wings and 13 - yes, 13 - second 
rows have been asked to attend, 
that last group pitting relative 
newcomers in Danny Grew- 
cock and Chris Murphy along- 
side blasts from the past in the 
shape of Martin Bayfield and 
Richard West. 


THE 77-MAN TRAINING SQUAD 


Back*: T SUa^noo piaweaaUe). J CaAanf 

(Bart), C CsMqtf (Oouceaw), J AMkxtaf 

iSssal, N Baal {Nontmwon), A Motayo 

(Ban). J Baatkqr (Newcastle). 1 Renter 

INormampton). J Nsyfor (Newcastle). D 

O’Leary fferteouws). 0 Raw (Sato). J 

■W*M*x*n# (Bath). 7 Underwood SNow- 
cases), 4 Qnacott (Bart). P Da BWt 

(8«W. M Mm (Nortwmwsrfl, 4 r 


Kta (Wasps), R LBay (Hansqutns), A' 
HeSw (Leicester), If BmMm (Swans). 


(Sale). A BMi 0*rfwnp®rtJ, N 

(Wasps); W Greenwoo d (Le 


(LeKsstW). D 


PMMsataJHBfeQuras), 

^Utemrit 


M Party (Baft), M Call (BottLW . . . 

(Gtoucoaar). POaywo (Northampton), A 


M Dawson {TtofftOTpton), A Ottnwsag 
(Msepe), S Benton (Gkwcesteo. 
Forward*: G R wrot rwa (Lncaom). J 

Leonard IHartoqUjts), D Qarfertb (Ltotts- 

»). 0 Cro mp ton Wnwq, W Groan 

Mteps). R HanMcdc (Cown&y), M VoUnd 

(NorttwroffiMf, K Yatew (Bath), J MaBatt' 

(Bart), VUbajdU (Bart). M Hagan (KfOtf. 

R OodorM (locostnrt, S NRt&tafl (W3sps5. 

9 Ouwfitf (GkxKesturf. 0 Woe* (tefcas- 
■ tort, S Diamond (Sate). G French (Baft). 

GAnftor (Newcastle). D Baton*) tSetefr, M 


Bayfield (Northampton) , J Fowler (Sate),H 
(Mar Wtouoesaal, M Haag (Bart), « Johir- 
*ni ILMcastert, C Murphy iSateJ. N Rad- 
man (Bart). S Shaw (Wasp a). D Stow 
Ooucestait, K Wert (Richmond), D Grow- 
cocfc (Swacans), T Rodber (Northampton). 
LDefe^to (Wasps), B Clartw (Richmond), 
A Hproaa (Saracens). CSbaaaby (Weep*). 
R HBl (Saracens). R leMoa (HarteQUtral. 
S Ofnntti ©aft), WDavtoeon (HarfeqUns), 
M Otmy (talceaar), M White (Wasps), 9 
Sotoenar (Wasps), N 


AJfton (HBHajURN. 


It was still unclear yesterday 
ide of rag- 


whether this great tide of rag 
by humanity would be intro- 
duced to the new coaching 
tetiin when it descends on Buck- 
inghamshire for next week’s 
pow- wow. Contractual discus- 
sions with Give Woodward, 
the chief coach designate, and 


two of his purative sidekicks. 


John Nfitcnell, of Sale, and 
Rob Smith, of Wasps, have yet 
to be concluded, although 
Twickenham sources were con- 
fident of an official announce- 
ment sooner rather than later. 

As things stand, the players wiD 
simply discuss the forthcoming 
autumn internationals against 


New Zealand, South Africa and 
Australia with senior RFU rep- 
resentatives, including Bill Beau- 
mont and Fran Cotton. The Tfest 
sequence begins at Twi ckenham 
on 15 November when the Wal- 
labies provide the opposition. No 
active training will take place dur- 
ing the Bisham rendezvous. 

Rutherford’s “if in doubt, 
choose the lot” approach m eant 
that all 22 English Lions fr om 
the summer tour of South 
Africa were included along with 
the 29 who finished the simul- 
taneous summer series in Ar- 
gentina, plus 26 outsiders. The 
most eye-catching promotions 
were those of Matt Perry, lhe ex- 


cep Lion ally gifted^ utility back 
ris Catlii 


from Bath, and Chris Catling, 
the Gloucester foil-back whose 
reputation as a cool and clever 
footballer continues to grow 
with every performance- Perry, 
in particular, could find himself 
fast-tracked into Test con- 
tention with almost indecent 
haste, for Woodward is a very 
public admirer of his talents. 

Whoever ends up playing in 
the England back division when 
New Zealand arrive at Twick- 
enham on 22 November will rest 
easier in their bed as a result of 
the news from Auckland yes- 
terday. Jonah Lomu, the out- 
sized All Black wing who made 


such an unholy mess of the red 
rose defences during that 
nightmarish World Cup semi-fi- 
nal in Cape Town just over two 
years ago, has again delayed his 
return to top-night rugby fol- 
lowing chronic kidney trouble. 

Loam had intended to tun) 
out in a friendly this weekend but 
foiled to satisfy John Mayhew, 
the All Blacks’ resdeot doctor, 
as to his fitness. “Jonah is im- 
proving, but he’s not ready," said 
Mayhew. “He may pass our fit- 
ness programme next week - we 
are pleased with the way he is 
responding - but he remains on 
medication to control his kidney 
function and still feels a bit 
tight after training." Lomu'ijf . 
chances of making the All Blad^ 
tour, which begins in Wales in a 
little over seven weeks, must now 
be in considerable doubL 

On the European front, Kei- 
th Wood and Thieny Lacroix 
have both been passed fit for 
Harlequins’ Heineken Cup pool 
match with Bouigoin, runners- 
up in last year's French Champ- 
ionship, at The Stoop tomorrow. 


McColgan confident she can conquer North test 


Athletics 


■«“ ("uHnlv. J to Nra-fujid* IVHi'iu 1 !: PL'" I CixhLi Sjmr*. Caiun Wharf, L.ioAmi EU ?DL anil prmu.il at Minur Cokmr Print. St 
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Liz McColgan is ready to see 
off one of the strongest line- 
ups she has ever faced as she 
bids to extend her BUFA 
Great North Run domination 
on Sunday. 

McColgan will be bidding (0 
win the half-marathon from 
Newcastle to South Shields 
for a fourth time - and third 
year in a row. 

But out to stop her will be 
her fellow Scot Yvonne Mur- 
ray, the reigning world cross- 


country champion, Derartu 
Tulu of Ethiopia, and Bel- 
gium's Marlene Renders, one 
of the fastest marathon runners 
this year. 

“This is one of the toughest 
fields I have ever seen for any 
race - not just a balf- 
maratbon," McColgan said. 
“But I am prepared for it 

“Preparations have gone re- 
ally welL, although 1 have been 
disappointed in some of the re- 
sults. They have not given a 
true indication because I feel 
fitter than ever." 

Tulu, the former Olympic 


10,000 metres champion, will 
provide the sternest test for 
McColgan, although Murray is 
keen to tackle her again. 

Murrav finished fourth in 
the race last year after suffer- 
ing with cramp, but is confident 
ofgoing better this weekend as 
he builds towards a likely de- 
but over the marathon in Lon- 
don next year. 

“It should be another great 
race on Sunday because Liz 
and I bring out the best in each 
other," she said. 

In the men’s race, Britain - 
could see its first winner since 


Steve Kenyon in 1985. The 
favourites are likely to be Paul 
Evans and lhe European cross- 
country champion, Jon Brown, 
who are using the race as 
preparation for next month’s 
Chicago Marathon. 

They w3J face the defending 
champion, Benson Masya, who 
was tonight granted a late en- 
try to the event be has won four 
times. “How could we say no 
to such a great champion and 
loyal supporter of the Great 
North Rim?" asked the race di- 
rector, John Caine. 

Evans, runner-up 12 months 


ago, also welcomed the par- 
ticipation of the Kenyan, who 
in 1994 set the British all- 
comers’ half-marathon record 
with a time of 60min 2sec on 
the fast Newcastle to South 
Shields course. 

He said: “I still intend tak- 
ing the title. Bui I must say I'm 
delighted Benson will be in the 
field. It is only right he should 
defend his title. 0: 

_ “It will make the race more 
difficult for me and the rest of 
the boys, but with him there I 
am sure it will add to what is 
always an exciting occasion.” 
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